September 29, 2017

Ms. Damita Holcomb

SC Tourism Expenditure Review Committee
Post Office Box 125

Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0120

Dear Ms. Holcomb:

Please find enclosed for the Committee’s review the FY2016-17 Accommodations Tax report for the City of Sumter
and Sumter County.

Sumter’s marketing is planned and administered by the City of Sumter Tourism Department, also known as the
Sumter Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB), with the assistance of the Accommodations Tax {ATAX) Advisory
Committee and with input from Sumter County and other community stakeholders. The City and County adopted
this method in 1986, for the purpose of leveraging available funds in the most cost-effective manner. Unlike most
communities, the majority of Sumter’s premier attractions and events are government-owned and/or sponsored.
For this reason, as well as for branding purposes, it has proven most effective to continue the current system.

The current ATAX Advisory Committee Chair is Ms. Denise Weeks. The ATAX Committee approves an annual
marketing plan, which is then implemented by the CVB, operating out of the Swan Lake Visitors Center at 822 W.
Liberty Street, Sumter. Our marketing plan represents a unified approach to selling the entire Sumter community.
Cooperative promotion of Sumter’s attractions and events has contributed to consistent annual growth in ATAX
collections for more than 10 years. Marketing efforts have also been reviewed and revised in accordance with
current practices, with a greater percentage of dollars spent on online and other forms of interactive advertising.
Sumter’s primary focus and our upcoming campaign will focus on attractions, events, and activities.

The ATAX Committee has adopted a strategy, implemented in 2015, of allocating a portion of advertising funds for
community events and organizations, in an effort to highlight these and boost attendance. All contracts and
invoices are handled by the City of Sumter on behalf of the CVB, and are included in the normal accounting of
ATAX advertising expenditures. The community partners involved are reviewed and revised annually in an effort to
include as many as possible, within funding availability. This past year, in addition to a broad number of city and
county attractions, our partners included the Sumter Iris Festival, Sumter County Cultural Center, Sumter Opera
House, Sumter Microbrew, Untapped Food Truck and Craft Beer Festival, Caffeine and Gasoline Car Show, Festival
on the Avenue, and the Sumter Little Theatre.

The modified system has the wholehearted support of both the City and County, and each government entity
assigns responsibility to the CV8 for adhering to all state requirements.

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed documents, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be
reached by phone (803) 774-1661 or by e-mail at skile@sumter-sc.com.

Ll A~

Communications & Tourism Director
City of Sumter

Sincerely,

Enclosure(s)

Swan Lake Visitors Center
PO Box 1449 Sumter, SC 29151 800-688-4748 Fax 803-436-2652
tourism@sumter~sc.com
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LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

(Please be advised that you do not have to form this committee if your

accommodations tax receipts are fifty thousand dollars or less. However,
you may form the committee, or continue with the committee, if you so desire.)

Pursuant to Section 6-4-25, Code of Laws of South Carolina, there shall be a local
advisory committee consisting of seven members. The majority of these members shall
be selected from the hospitality industry, of which at least two must be from the lodging
industry, and one member shall represent the cultural organizations. Please place an

asterisk (*) to indicate the chairperson.

PLEASE LIST MEMBERS AT TIME GRANTS WERE AWARDED. COPY PAGES, THEN LIST
CURRENT MEMBERS. YOU SHOULD TURN IN TWO COPIES OF THIS FORM.

Lodging Sector of the Hospitality Industry (Two Representatives)

1. Cheryl W. Baker Hyatt Place
(Name) (Business Name AND DESCRIPTION OF
BUSINESS IF NOT CLEAR HOW IT RELATES TO
INDUSTRY)
14 Pathfinder Drive Sumter, SC 29150
(Address) (City, State, Zip)

(803) 418-8238
(Phone) (FAX)

CBaker@thompsonind.com
(E-Mail Address)

2. Craig Justice Springhill Suites
(Name) (Business Name AND DESCRIPTION OF
BUSINESS IF NOT CLEAR HOW IT RELATES TO
INDUSTRY)
110 Paisley Park Sumter, SC 29150
(Address) (City, State, Zip)

(803) 469-6000
(Phone) (FAX)

elitehotels2009@gmail.com
(E-Mail Address)




Local Accommodations Tax Committee Membership Form, Continued...

Two Other Representatives from Hospitality Industry

3. Tommie Sorrell

(Name)

1405 Raccoon Road_

Willie Sue’s Restaurant

(Business Name AND DESCRIPTION OF
BUSINESS IF NOT CLEAR HOW IT RELATES TO
INDUSTRY)

Sumter, SC 29154

(Address)

(864) 202-2228

(City, State, Zip)

N/A

(Phone)

tsorrellir@gmail.com
(E-Mail Address)

4. J. Wayne Lowder

(FAX)

Guignard Diner

(Name)

519 West Hampton Avenue

(Business Name AND DESCRIPTION OF
BUSINESS IF NOT CLEAR HOW IT RELATES TO
INDUSTRY)

Sumter, SC 29150

(Address)

(803) 468-6432

(City, State, Zip)
N/A

(Phone)

madicat@ftc-i.net
(E-Mail Address)

(FAX)

Please list below the designated cultural interest representative and affiliation:

5. Denise A. Weeks (Chair)*

Sumter County Museum

(Name)

6 Parker Drive

(Cultural Affiliation)

Sumter, SC 29150

(Address)

(803) 406-0805

(City, State, Zip)

(Phone)

deniseweeksm@agmail.com

(E-Mail Address)

(FAX)



Local Accommodations Tax Committee Membership Form, Continued...

Please list below the other two at-large of the committee:

6. Earl A. Wilson Arby’s Restaurant
(Name) (Business Name)

2595 West Oakland Avenue Sumter, SC 29154
(Address) (City, State, Zip)

(803) 340-0388
(Phone) (FAX)

earl wison@yahoo.com
(E-Mail Address)

7. Caleb McGowan National Bank of South Carolina
(Name) (Business Name)
33 Bland Avenue Sumter, SC 29150
(Address) (City, State, Zip)

(803) 778-8272
(Phone) (FAX)

calebmcgowan@banknbsc.com
(E-Mail Address)

Please return to: Damita Jeter, Tourism Expenditure Review Committee, P.O. Box
125, Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0120, by no later than October 1. Please call
803-898-5400 with questions or email JeterD@sctax.org

Submitted by: Shelley Kile, Tourism Director
(Name and Title)

E-Mail: skile@sumter-sc.com

Phone: (803) 774-1661 Date: September 29, 2017

Name of County/Municipal Government: City of Sumter/Sumter County




