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A rare snow on Shot Pouch Creek (C. Rainey, January 2014)
Cover Photo: Shot Pouch Creek near Swan Lake (C. Rainey, April 2010)
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Shot Pouch Creek spans  approximately 4 miles, connecting Dillon Park to McCray’s 
Mill Road.  Along the way, it bisects Sumter’s neighborhoods, commercial corridors, 
and public parks.  It might not look like much today, but it has tremendous potential.  
Great places have great vision. 

The Master Plan for the Shot Pouch Creek envisions this natural greenway as a viable 
community amenity, designed to connect neighborhoods, encourage recreational 
walking and biking, and as a catalyst for new niche neighborhood commercial 
development.  In essence, this plan sees a linear park serving as a “spine” for greater 
connectivity in Sumter.  Think of all the stops along Shot Pouch:  Dillon Park, North 
Pike, Broad Street, the YMCA, Guignard Drive, Swan Lake, Second Mill Pond, and the 
Birnie Hope Center.  

The Shot Pouch Greenway will be a sustainable central artery for the community - one 
that does not require the use of a car!  Dozens of Sumter’s neighborhoods lie in close 
proximity and could be easily connected to the greenway.

On the following pages, the Master Plan proposes the concept, phases, opportunities 
and challenges offered by the Shot Pouch Creek Greenway.  We encourage citizen 
feedback.  In fact, public participation will be a key to the success of this project.

INTRODUCTION:   P r o j e c t  P u r p o s e

Please contact Claudia Rainey at the Sumter City-County Planning Department 774-1611 or crainey@sumter-sc.com
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INTRODUCTION:   Vis ion  &  Goa ls

The pr imary  goa ls  o f  th is 
p ro jec t  a re  to  p rov ide 
Sumter  w i th  a  Master  P lan 
fo r  a  g reenway sys tem, 
and  to  c rea te  a  connec ted 
ne twork  be tween the 
p r imary  amen i t ies  o f  the 
communi ty 

• 	 Swan Lake
• 	 Di l lon  Park
• 	 L iber ty,  Gu ignard  and 

Broad St ree ts
• 	 Second Mi l l  Pond
• 	 Bi rn ie  Hope Center
• 	 Proposed 

Enhancements  to 
L iber ty  and  Gu ignard  in 
o rder  to  connec t  CCTC, 
USC Sumter,  A l i ce 
Dr ive  Schoo ls  and 
Pa lmet to  Park ,  as  we l l 
as  downtown Sumter

• 	 Ex is t ing  pa ths  a re 
shown in  ye l low

The map above shows the focus area and proposed greenway path.

The v is ion  i s  to  be  de te rmined th rough a  pub l i c  par t i c ipa to ry  des ign  p rocess .   The  u l t imate  goa l 
o f  the  p rocess  i s  to  make poss ib le  many  scenar ios  th rough c rea t ion  o f  a  g reenway:   fami l ies 
r id ing  the i r  b icyc les  on  Saturday  to  ge t  i ce  c ream,  p ro fess iona ls  r id ing  the i r  b icyc les  to  work ,  
the  en t i re  Sumter  communi ty  becoming  more  ac t i ve  and  more  ac t i ve ly  engaged w i th  the  na tu ra l 
wor ld .

*Darker  a rea  a round pa th  ind ica tes  Shot  Pouch ’s  f lood  p la in .



7

Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

The focus  a rea  fo r  the 
p roposed greenway was 
de te rmined by  a  number  o f 
fac to rs  inc lud ing  loca t ion 
o f  ex is t ing  amen i t ies , 
f loodp la in  and  ex is t ing 
pa ths  and  s idewa lks .

The bes t  use  o f  f loodp la in 
a reas  i s  to  u t i l i ze  them 
as  open greenspaces .  
The  green area  ind ica tes 
po ten t ia l  we t lands ,  wh ich 
can  a lso  pose  d i f f i cu l t ies 
fo r  deve lopment .  

ANALYSIS:   A r e a  o f  F o c u s

Sho t  Pouch  Creek     Wooded  a rea  near  Swan  Lake    Sou th  Gu ignard  Dr i ve
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ANALYSIS:  H i s t o r y 

The cana l  tha t  encompasses  por t ions  o f  Shotpouch 
Creek  was  p robab ly  bu i l t  as  the  c i t y  expanded 
wes tward  in  the  n ine teenth  cen tu ry.   Some 
eng ineer ing  and fo r t i f i ca t ion  o f  the  cana l  sys tem in 
Sumter  may have  been par t  o f  WPA or  CCC pro jec ts 
dur ing  the  1930s  as  we l l . 

Sumter  has  a  r i ch  h is to ry 
tha t  spans  back  to 
the  co lon ia l  e ra  when 
Thomas Sumter  and 
o ther  se t t le rs  carved  ou t 
a  l i v ing  in  the  Caro l ina 
“backcount ry ” .  Pr io r  to 
tha t  there  were  Nat ive 
Amer ican  se t t lements  a long 
the  Wateree  and B lack 
R ivers ,  a l though there  i s 
no  h is to r i ca l  ev idence o f 
Ind ian  se t t lements  a long 
Shot  Pouch Creek .  

The map to the right 
shows some o f  the  ear ly 
p roper ty  owners  in  the 
Sumter  a rea .  
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

ANALYSIS:  E n v i r o n m e n t

Habi ta ts  such  as  the  b lackwater  c reek , 
r ight ,  a re  inc reas ing ly  ra re  to  f ind  in  South 
Caro l ina ,  par t i cu la r l y  in  u rban areas  such  as 
th is  one  a t  Second Mi l l  Pond,  near  L iber ty 
S t ree t .  Prov id ing  access  to  a reas  such  as 
th is  i s  essent ia l  fo r  c i t y  dwe l le rs ,  fo r  learn ing 
about  and  exper ienc ing  the  na tu ra l  wor ld .  

Many  spec ies  o f  b i rds 
migra te  nor th  every  year  a long  the  A t lan t i c 
F lyway,  wh ich  passes  d i rec t l y  over  Sumter 
County.   R ipar ian  cor r idors  such  as  Shot 
Pouch Creek  serve  as  inva luab le  res t ing  and 
feed ing  a reas  fo r  these  b i rds .  

B i rds  such  as  the  Grea t  B lue  Heron  l i ve  in 
Sumter  year - round and u t i l i ze  bo th  na tu ra l 
and  cons t ruc ted  wet lands  fo r  f i sh ing  and 
breed ing .   Th is  pho to  was  taken a t  the  pond 
ad jacent  to  the  t ra i l  a t  Shotpouch Creek , 
be tween Broad and Mi l le r.



10

ANALYSIS:  Sumter  Demographics 

Al l  Da ta  based on 
2010 Census
*2012 es t imate

    County City  South Carolina

Population*   108 ,052 40 ,836 4 ,723 ,723

Race
 Black  47%  49 .1%  28%
 White   49 .4%  45 .3%  68 .4%
 Hispanic   3 .6%  3 .6%  5 .3%

High School   81 .4%  84 .3%  83 .6%
Bachelor ’s 
Degree or Higher  17 .8%  25 .8%  24 .2%

Age
 < 5    7 .1%  8 .3%  6 .3%
 < 18    25%  25 .9%  22 .9%
 > 65    13 .7%  13 .9%  14 .7%

Median Income   $40542 $37,409 $44,587
Home Ownership 
Rate     66 .5%  53 .3%  69 .8%
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

ANALYSIS:  Land Use

Land Use in  the  Shot  Pouch Creek  a rea  i s  a  mix tu re  o f  res iden t ia l  ne ighborhoods  and commerc ia l 
cor r idors  such  as  Broad,  Gu ignard  and  L iber ty  S t ree ts .   The  proposed pa ths  wou ld  connec t  these 
ne ighborhoods  and commerc ia l  a reas ,  p rov id ing  access  to  shopp ing ,  work  and  recrea t ion  a reas 
fo r  many  o f  Sumter ’s  res iden ts .   The  photo ,  above lef t ,  dep ic ts  an  ex is t ing  pa th  tha t  ex tends 
be tween a  commerc ia l  use  and an  apar tment  complex  near  Wise  Dr ive .   Improv ing  pa ths  such  as 
th is ,  and  connec t ing  them to  amen i t ies  and  greenspaces ,  w i l l  enab le  many  res iden t ia l  a reas  to 
access  the  g reenway sys tem.

The map above shows zoning in the area.  
• 	 Yel low and Orange -  Res iden t ia l
• 	 Red -  Commerc ia l
• 	 Purp le  -  Indus t r ia l
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ANALYSIS:  Proper ty  Ownersh ip

Proper ty  Ownersh ip  a long 
the  p roposed greenway 
spaces  i s  a  mix tu re  o f  c i t y 
and  county -owned ex is t ing 
g reenspaces ,  such  as  Swan 
Lake  and D i l lon  Park ,  as 
we l l  as  res iden t ia l  and 
commerc ia l  parce ls  tha t  a re 
p r i va te ly  owned.   Many  o f 
the  parce ls  tha t  compr ise 
the  p roposed greenway 
pa th  a lso  l ie  in  f loodway, 
f loodp la in  o r  wet land 
cond i t ions .   In  o rder  fo r 
th is  v is ion  to  succeed, 
par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  p rocess 
by  p r i va te  p roper ty  owners 
i s  essent ia l .   Crea t ing  pub l i c 
g reenspace w i l l  p reserve 
those  a reas  tha t  a re  no t 
su i tab le  fo r  o ther  types  o f 
deve lopment .  

The map to the right 
shows the  en t i re  Shot  Pouch 
area  w i th  g reen des igna t ing 
parce ls  a l ready  owned by 
the  c i t y  o r  county.    Red 
area  ind ica tes  parce ls  tha t 
w i l l  need to  be  ob ta ined  fo r 
the  p ro jec t .
The  comple te  se t  o f 
p roper ty  ownersh ip  maps  is 
shown in  Append ix  A .

Note :  Darker  a rea  a round 
pa th  ind ica tes  Shot  Pouch ’s 
f lood  p la in .
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

ANALYSIS:  Ex is t ing  Greenspaces  &  Schools

The map above shows existing parks in green, and schools in red. 
Sumter  i s  a l ready  b lessed w i th  beaut i fu l  parks  and  func t iona l  rec rea t iona l  spaces .   Swan Lake  is 
except iona l  and  d raws thousands  o f  peop le  every  year  to  en joy  i t s  scenery  and  w i ld l i fe .   D i l lon 
Park  i s  an  impor tan t  g reen space fo r  a rea  res iden ts .   The  newly  cons t ruc ted  Shot  Pouch Creek 
boardwa lk  be tween Broad St ree t  and  the  YMCA is  we l l  des igned and prov ides  another  access 
to  na tu ra l  beauty.   However,  the  ma in  p rob lem wi th  a l l  o f  these  des t ina t ions  i s  tha t  they  a re 
p r imar i l y  access ib le ,  a t  th is  t ime,  by  car.   None o f  these  g reenspaces  a re  eas i l y  accessed on  foo t 
o r  b icyc le ,  un less  one  happens  to  l i ve  r igh t  nex t  door  to  them.   Severa l  schoo ls  a re  a lso  in  c lose 
p rox imi ty  to  the  p roposed greenway and wou ld  be  be t te r  connec ted  to  ad jacent  ne ighborhoods  i f 
i t  i s  bu i l t .  The  p roposed greenway w i l l  he lp  make ex is t ing  schoo ls  and  greenspaces  access ib le  to 
everyone.

Note :  Darker  a rea  a round 
pa th  ind ica tes  Shot 
Pouch ’s  f lood  p la in .
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ANALYSIS:  Ex is t ing  Connect iv i ty

The map above shows existing sidewalks in white. 
There  a re  s idewa lks  in  many  par ts  o f  Sumter.   However,  many  o f  these  s idewa lks  su f fe r  f rom 
poor  connec t i v i t y.   Connec t i v i t y  w i th  regards  to  s idewa lks  i s  a  mu l t i - face ted  p rob lem.   An 
overabundance o f  curb  cu ts ,  w ide  s t ree t  c ross ings  and a  lack  o f  ma in tenance are  a l l  fac to rs  in 
the  connec t ion  p rob lems Sumter  i s  cur ren t l y  exper ienc ing .   Pedes t r ian  f r iend ly  in te rsec t ions  - 
tha t  inc lude  a  c rosswa lk ,  and  a  l igh ted  pedes t r ian  s igna l  -  a re  an  impor tan t  par t  o f  connec t i v i t y 
as  we l l .   Even in te rsec t ions  w i th  such  fac i l i t i es  a re  o f ten  s t i l l  dangerous  because o f  the  d is tance 
necessary  to  t rave l  ac ross  them on foo t ,  o r  the  des ign  o f  the  s t ree t  i t se l f  negat ive ly  impac t ing  the 
pedes t r ian  env i ronment .  *Darker  a rea  a round pa th  ind ica tes  Shot  Pouch ’s  f lood  p la in .
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

The map above shows the combined existing condit ions.
• 	 NWI Wet lands  a re  l igh t  g reen
• 	 Floodp la in  i s  l i gh t  b lue
• 	 Sidewa lks  a re  wh i te
• 	 Schoo ls  a re  red  do ts
• 	 Parks  a re  g reen do ts
• 	 Ex is t ing  pa th  i s  ye l low

ANALYSIS:  Combined  Ex is t ing  Condi t ions
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SHOT POUCH GREENWAY MASTER PLAN

The map above shows the proposed master plan.

• 	 The proposed pa th  i s  g reen
• 	 Ex is t ing  pa th  i s  ye l low
• 	 Sidewa lks  a re  wh i te
• 	 Ameni t ies  such  as  Swan Lake  are  red  and wh i te  do ts
• 	 The darker  a rea  a round pa th  ind ica tes  Shot  Pouch ’s  f lood  p la in
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   D i l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Di l lon  Park  i s  a  county 
park  w i th  a  wet land  / 
f loodp la in  a rea  tha t  runs 
a long  the  wes te rn  edge.  
When the  bypass  and P ike 
Roads  were  cons t ruc ted , 
the  c reek  tha t  f lows 
th rough th is  por t ion  o f 
Sumter  was  undoubted ly 
p iped  underneath  them.  
The  water  con t inues  above 
ground a f te r  South  P ike 
Road,  where  i t  becomes 
known as  Shot  Pouch 
Creek . 

The park  i s  a  very  n ice 
rec rea t iona l  fac i l i t y  w i th 
soccer  f ie lds ,  baseba l l 
d iamonds ,  a  runn ing 
t rack  and  a  go l f  course .  
Unfor tuna te ly,  i t  i s  very 
d isconnec ted  f rom the  res t 
o f  Sumter  by  the  bypass , 
and  i s  no t  we l l  connec ted 
to  the  ne ighborhoods 
immedia te ly  ad jacent  to  the 
park .    Wh i le  the  bypass  i s 
no t  a  bar r ie r  tha t  can  be 
removed,  o ther  s t ra teg ies 
can  be  employed to  l ink  the 
park  to  Sumter  be t te r,  bo th 
v isua l l y  and  phys ica l l y.
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   D i l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

The map above shows the concept for improving 
the entrance to Dil lon Park from the Wise Drive 
and the Greenway:

Right  now,  D i l lon  Park  i s  a lmost  comple te ly  inaccess ib le 
except  by  car.   The  Greenway P lan  w i l l :

• 	 Prov ide  new pa ths  and  c rosswa lks  to  make wa lk ing  and 
cyc l ing  sa fe r  fo r  those  access ing  the  park  f rom Wise  Dr ive 

• 	 L ink  ex is t ing  pa ths  such  as  the  wa lk ing  loop  and wooded 
pa th  to  the  Greenway

• 	 Prov ide  s ignage and landscap ing  to  improve  nav iga t ion 
and  aes the t i cs  fo r  the  en t rance  area

W
IS

E
 D

R

D ILLON 
PARK
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Angle  o f  Photo 

Below: Concept  fo r  connec t ing  ex is t ing  pa ths  w i th  s idewa lk , 
c rosswa lks ,  landscap ing  and s ignage.

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   D i l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   D i l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

WISE DRIVE

Above and Below: The pa th  leaves  D i l lon  Park  a t  Wise  Dr ive  and  t rave ls  sou th  towards  the 
378 By-Pass  b r idge ,  go ing  pas t  Greenhouse Runaway She l te r  and  jo in ing  the  wooded pa th  to 
D i l lon  Park .   Concepts  fo r  pa th  p lacement  shown on  r igh t .
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Below: Concept  fo r  improv ing  the  b r idge  w i th  landscap ing ,  l i gh ted  de l inea to rs  and  tex tu red 
sur fac ing  fo r  ADA compat ib i l i t y.

WISE DRIVE 

Path  through 
Woods  & 
Greenhouse 
She l te r 
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   D i l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t



23

Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Below: Look ing  back  towards  the  b r idge  on  Wise  Dr ive  over  the  By-Pass .  
An  ex is t ing  pa th  leaves  Wise  Dr ive  and  connec ts  beh ind  an  apar tment  complex  on  H i l l i a rd  S t ree t 
to  Shot  Pouch Creek .  New bo l la rds ,  landscap ing  and be t te r  ma in tenance o f  the  pa th  w i l l  improve 
th is  a rea  g rea t l y.   Conceptua l  images  a re  on  the  r igh t ,  be low.
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Below: The pa th  con t inues  a long  H i l l i a rd  S t ree t ,  a  qu ie t  res iden t ia l  a rea  and then  tu rns  and 
goes  th rough a  wooded area  be fo re  end ing  in  the  open area  nex t  to  Shot  Pouch Creek .   I t  i s  c lear 
tha t  th is  pa th  was  meant  to  con t inue ,  bu t  i s  incomple te  a t  th is  t ime.   Be t te r  ma in tenance and 
c lear ing  the  underbrush  fo r  be t te r  v is ib i l i t y  w i l l  improve  bo th  aes the t i cs  and  sa fe ty. 

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Above: Concept  fo r  the  pa th  lead ing  f rom 
H i l l i a rd  S t ree t  so  tha t  underbrush  i s  removed 
and there fo re  v is ib i l i t y  and  secur i t y  a re 
improved.

Left and Below: Fi rs t  g l impse o f  Shot  Pouch 
Creek .  Th is  a rea  i s  open and sunny,  w i th  good 
v iews in  bo th  d i rec t ions  and a  n ice  na tu ra l 
hab i ta t . 

Below Right: Concept  fo r  pa th  a t  s ta r t  o f 
Shot  Pouch Creek
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Because th is  a rea  backs  up  to 
ne ighborhoods  on  bo th  s ides , 
secur i t y  i ssues  a re  paramount .  
There  w i l l  be  a  secur i t y  fence 
in  the  woods  be tween the 
g reenway and H i l l i a rd ,  D icks , 
Ras t  and  Newman St ree t 
res iden ts .  There  w i l l  a lso  be 
secur i t y  cameras  and a  po l i ce 
ca l l  box  loca ted  in  th is  a rea .  
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Above and Left:  The c reek  i s  home to  many 
aquat ic  and  wet land  p lan ts .  A bench is  fu r ther 
p roo f  tha t  th is  g reenway is  no t  a  new idea .  
Th is  por t ion  o f  the  p roposed greenway c rosses 
over   D ick  S t ree t  b r idge  and con t inues  towards 
Broad St ree t .

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Di l lon  Park  to  Broad  St ree t

Approach ing  Broad St ree t  there  i s  a  beaut i fu l 
hackber ry  t ree  and a  s tone  cu lver t  a t  the  edge 
o f  the  open area .  

Th is  par t  o f  Broad St ree t  was  deve loped long 
ago and has  many non-con forming  lo ts  and 
vacant ,  underu t i l i zed  spaces .   Th is  a rea  i s 
a lso  in  the  f lood  p la in  and  is  most  su i tab le  fo r 
env i ronmenta l l y  sens i t i ve  redeve lopment .  

Above Right: Concept  fo r  na tu re  cen te r  and  cons t ruc ted  wet land  a t  Broad St ree t  Node.
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  The  Broad  St ree t  Node

Th is  i s  an  aer ia l  v iew o f  the  Broad St ree t  Node tha t  was  taken in  2012.   There  a re  la rge  a reas 
o f  vacant  aspha l t  wh ich  d iscourage pedes t r ian  use  o f  these  spaces .   And,  the  p resence o f 
f loodway ( indicated in orange )  d ic ta tes  tha t  no  deve lopment  i s  poss ib le  w i th in  tha t  a rea ,  and 
i s  d iscouraged w i th in  a  bu f fe r  sur round ing  i t .  

The  Sumter  County  Watershed P lann ing  Repor t  s ta tes :  “An  example  o f  an  a rea  tha t  cou ld 
benef i t  f rom a  wa lk ing  t ra i l  cou ld  be  Shot  Pouch Branch ,  a  c reek  loca ted  be tween D i l lon  and 
Vim Parks  w i th in  the  Green Swamp watershed.   By  ex tend ing  the  t ra i l  a longs ide  the  r ipar ian 
a reas ,  conserva t ion  e f fo r ts  to  p reserve  the  fo res ted  a reas  wou ld  be  favorab le  to  b ike  r iders 
and  pedes t r ians  a l i ke  by  keep ing  the  a rea  in  i t s  na tu ra l  s ta te  and  keep ing  users  coo l  in  the  ho t 
summer  months .   I t  wou ld  a lso  p reserve  th is  w i ld l i fe  cor r idor  and  he lp  to  ma in ta in  the  na tu ra l 
s ta te  o f  r ipar ian  bu f fe rs  w i th in  an  u rban se t t ing . ”
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  The  Broad  St ree t  Node

Env is ion  th is  poss ib i l i t y  fo r  Broad St ree t :   A pedes t r ian  f r iend ly  re ta i l  and  d in ing  space borders  an 
in te rp re t i ve  cen te r  tha t  teaches  v is i to rs  about  loca l  wet land  hab i ta ts .   A cons t ruc ted  wet land  ac ts 
as  a  b ioswa le  fo r  the  water  wh ich  i s  on  s i te ,  as  we l l  as  a  teach ing  too l  and  beaut i fu l  amen i ty.   A 
bus  s top  i s  loca ted  here ,  and  a  sa fe  c ross ing  so  tha t  peop le  can  a lso  en joy  the  Shot  Pouch Creek 
boardwa lks ,  o r  con t inue  a long  the  g reenway.   Trees  and a  cen te r lane  re fuge  add t ra f f i c  ca lming 
fea tu res  to  the  a rea .  The concept  above shows remov ing  pavement  f rom the  vacant  parce l  where 
the  new pa th  i s  to  be  loca ted ,  and  add ing  landscap ing  and a  sa fe  pedes t r ian  c ross ing .   However, 
b r ing ing  foo t  t ra f f i c  to  th is  a rea  opens  up  many new poss ib i l i t i es  fo r  th is  Por t ion  o f  Broad St ree t .

BROAD ST
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  The  Broad  St ree t  Node

Above:  Th is  wet land  park  has  a  s im i la r 
appearance  to  the  cons t ruc ted  wet lands 
p roposed fo r  Broad St ree t ’s  node.   

Right and Below:  Reed Creek  Nature  Park 
i s  a  wet lands  in te rp re t i ve  cen te r  in  Evans , 
Georg ia ,  tha t  a lso  has  a  s im i la r  concept  to  the 
p roposed cen ter  on  Broad St ree t .  
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Broad  St ree t  to  Guignard  Dr ive

MILLER ST

YMCA

Right: These maps show the 
a rea  be tween Broad St ree t  and 
Gu ignard  Dr ive ,  wh ich  i s  fo r  the 
most  par t  a l ready  de levoped 
w i th  a  pa th .   Proposed add i t ions 
inc lude  a  p lan ted  med ian  a t 
M i l le r  Dr ive  and  cameras  and 
a  ca l l  box  in  the  remote  a rea 
be tween the  YMCA and Gu ignard 
Dr ive .
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Above:  F rom Broad St ree t  the  g reenway con t inues  in to  an  a rea  recent ly  deve loped by  the  c i t y.  
Th is  pub l i c  space  has  g rea t  po ten t ia l  fo r  be ing  a  ma in  a t t rac t ion  to  the  g reenway.   A ser ies  o f 
b r idges ,  boardwa lks  and  pa ths  have  been cons t ruc ted  a round a  cana l  and  pond a t  th is  po in t .  
However,  the  en t rance  cou ld  benef i t  f rom a t t rac t i ve  landscap ing  and re loca t ion  o f  the  b i l l board  to 
make i t  more  inv i t ing .

Below Right:  A few issues  s t i l l  need to  be  addressed in  th is  a rea .   P ipes  lead ing  in to  the 
c reek  lend  a  negat ive  percep t ion  to  the  s i te .   Red i rec t ing  s to rmwater  in to  a  p roper ly  cons t ruc ted 
b ioswa le  i s  recommended.

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Broad  St ree t  to  Guignard  Dr ive
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Broad  St ree t  to  Guignard  Dr ive

Above:  There  i s  a  marked c rosswa lk  a t  M i l le r  Road,  wh ich  i s  he lp fu l  in  p rov id ing  sa fe  access  to 
pedes t r ians .   However,  a  re fuge  and add i t iona l  landscap ing  wou ld  fu r ther  improve  th is  c ross ing  

Below Left:  The greenway con t inues  across  Mi l le r  Road towards  the  YMCA and then  veers 
to  the  r igh t  and  i s  n ice ly  deve loped a long  the  cana l ,  lead ing  to  Gu ignard  Dr ive .   Cur ren t l y  the 
g reenway ends  a t  th is  po in t ,  a l though the  p roposa l  i s  fo r  the  pa th  to  ex tend  to  Haynswor th  S t , 
Swan Lake  and beyond (be low r igh t ) .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   The  Guignard  Dr ive  Node

L ike  Broad St ree t ,   The  Gu ignard  node w i l l  p rov ide  new oppor tun i t ies  fo r  a  pedes t r ian  f r iend ly 
re ta i l  and  d in ing  space w i th  t rans i t  access ,  and  a  sa fe  c ross ing  w i th  t rees  and a  cen te r lane 
re fuge .    Prox imi ty  to  ex is t ing  res tauran ts  and  shops  make th is  node par t i cu la r l y  compat ib le  w i th 
the  g reenway p lan ,  b r ing ing  foo t  t ra f f i c  r igh t  pas t  S tan ley  Welch  c lo th ie rs ,  the  Rus t i c  Marke t , 
Gu ignard  D iner  and  many o ther  loca l l y  owned bus inesses .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   The  Guignard  Dr ive  Node

A s t ree tv iew o f  Gu ignard  Dr ive ,  fac ing  nor th .   Visua l  c lu t te r,  a  w ide  expanse o f  s t ree t ,  f lood ing 
i ssues  and la rge  commerc ia l  f ron t  se tbacks  have  over  t ime c rea ted  a  space  tha t  i s  no t  pedes t r ian 
f r iend ly.  A concept  fo r  pedes t r ian  improvements  to  the  Gu ignard  c ross ing  i s  shown be low.

Above Left:  The  f loodp la in  impac t ing  the  p roposed Gu ignard  Dr ive  Node.   Orange ind ica tes  the 
ac tua l  f loodway,  where  deve lopment  i s  no t  permi t ted .    The  photo  (above r ight )  ind ica tes  the 
p resence o f  s to rmwater  and  poor  d ra inage issues  a t  th is  t ime.   Th is  pho to  was  taken severa l  days 
a f te r  a  heavy  ra in .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  The  Guignard  Dr ive  Node

Left:  The  redeve lopment  o f  th is 
node cou ld  address  the  env i ronmenta l 
concerns  posed by  the  f loodp la in  and 
f loodway.   S t ruc tu res  tha t  were  once 
in  the  f loodway ( in orange )  wou ld 
eventua l l y  be  moved to  f loodp la in 
a reas  ( l ight  b lue ) ,  where  they  can  be 
redeve loped w i th  care fu l  a rch i tec tu ra l 
des ign .   Pa ths  and  park ing  wou ld  be 
cons t ruc ted  o f  perv ious  mater ia ls 
such  as  perv ious  pavement  and 
wooden deck ing .   The  greenway 
in te rsec t ion  migh t  p rov ide  a  pocke t 
park  fo r  nearby  res iden ts ,  w i th  a 
wa lk ing  loop  and beaut i fu l  we t land 
v iews.   The  s i te  o f fe rs  oppor tun i t ies 
fo r  na tu re  based ar t  ins ta l la t ions .  
Th is  wou ld  make the  s i te  a  fu r ther 
des t ina t ion  po in t  and  amen i ty.

Above: Concept  fo r  boardwa lk  a t  Gu ignard  Dr ive ,  lead ing  towards  Haynswor th  S t ree t .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Guignard  Dr ive  to  Swan Lake

Right :  M a p  s h o w s  a r e a 
b e t w e e n  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  a n d 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  S w a n  L a k e .  

B l a c k  D o t  i n d i c a t e s  g a t e d 
p o i n t  o f  e n t r y  t o  S w a n  L a k e
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   Haynswor th  S t ree t

Above: The proposed pa th  leaves  Gu ignard  Dr ive  and  con t inues  sou th  th rough an  a rea 
tha t  i s  no t  deve loped a t  th is  t ime.   The  nex t  pa th  in te rsec t ion  i s  a t  Haynswor th  S t ree t ,  where 
a  pedes t r ian  b r idge  has  a l ready  been bu i l t .   The  pa th  f rom here  leads  in to  Swan Lake ,  and 
becomes very  wet  and  swampy.   A bar r i cade has  been p laced there  (above r ight )  to  d iscourage 
four -whee le rs  f rom access ing  th is  a rea .  

Above:  Concept  fo r  boardwa lk  a t  Haynswor th  S t ree t ,  lead ing  towards  Swan Lake .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Guignward  Dr ive  to  Swan Lake

The area  be tween Haynswor th  S t ree t  and  Swan 
Lake  is  except iona l l y  beaut i fu l  and  na tu ra l .  
I t  i s  a lso  very  wet  and ,  a t  a  cer ta in  po in t , 
impassab le .  
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Guignard  Dr ive  to  Swan Lake

Below:  Cons t ruc t ion 
o f  a  boardwa lk  w i l l  be 
necessary  fo r  p rov id ing 
access  th rough to  Swan 
Lake  f rom here .   The 
concept  por t rays  what  tha t 
boardwa lk  migh t  look  l i ke .  
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Guignard  Dr ive  to  Swan Lake

Right:  Two v iew ing  decks 
a re  p roposed w i th in  th is  a rea .  
These w i l l  no t  on ly  p rov ide 
a  p lace  to  res t  and  en joy  the 
scenery,  they  w i l l  a lso  add  to 
secur i t y  by  g iv ing  peop le  room 
to  maneuver  a round perce ived 
th rea ts .  There  w i l l  a lso  be 
cameras  and a  po l i ce  ca l l  box 
in  th is  a rea ,  and  fenc ing  in  the 
woods  be tween res idences  and 
the  g reenway. 

Concept  showing  one o f  the 
v iew ing  decks  in  be tween 
Haynswor th  S t ree t  and  Swan 
Lake .   The  decks  w i l l  be 
care fu l l y  s i tua ted  to  p ro tec t 
the  p r i vacy  o f  res iden ts  l i v ing 
on  e i ther  s ide . 
 

Bottom Right:  Th is  por t ion 
o f  the  pa th  ends  a t  Swan Lake , 
on  the  nor th  s ide  o f  L iber ty 
S t ree t .  

The  photo  shows the  a rea 
o f  Swan Lake  where  the 
g reenway w i l l  en te r  the  park 
and  w ind  a round i t s  edge a f te r 
leav ing  the  boardwa lk  and 
swamp.  Dogs  and b icyc les  w i l l 
be  res t r i c ted  to  the  pa th  in  th is 
a rea .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   Swan Lake

Above and Below Left:  Swan Lake  is  a  beaut i fu l  o ld  park  tha t  h igh l igh ts  the  na tu ra l 
wet lands  in  th is  a rea  o f  L iber ty  S t ree t .   The  nor thern  sec t ion  o f  the  park  has  boardwa lks  tha t 
weave th rough the  swamp and g ive  spec tacu la r  v iews o f  the  t rees  and water. 

The  proposed pa th  wou ld  c ross  L iber ty  S t ree t  to  con t inue  th rough the  sou thern  por t ion  o f  Swan 
Lake .   A l though there  i s  a  pedes t r ian  b r idge  across  L iber ty  S t ree t ,  huge numbers  o f  peop le  c ross 
a t  s t ree t  leve l ,  par t i cu la r l y  dur ing  events  such  as  the  I r i s  Fes t i va l ,  and  there fo re  a  sa fe r  c ross ing 
on  L iber ty  S t ree t  i s  an  impor tan t  improvement  to  cons ider.
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   L iber ty  S t ree t  Node  a t  Swan Lake

Above:  C o n c e p t  f o r  t h e  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  N o d e  a t  S w a n 
L a k e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  d e s i g n  i n c l u d e s  a t t r a c t i v e  r e d  b r i c k  a n d 
b o l l a r d s  t o  m a t c h  t h e  a r e a  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  O p e r a  H o u s e , 
d o w n t o w n .   B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c  a t  t h i s 
j u n c t u r e  d u r i n g  e v e n t s  a t  S w a n  L a k e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o 
s l o w  t r a f f i c  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  m e a n s  o f  w a l k i n g  a c r o s s 
L i b e r t y  S t r e e t ,  w h i c h  i s  f i v e  l a n e s  o f  t r a f f i c  a t  t h i s  p o i n t . 
T r a f f i c  c a l m i n g  s u c h  a s  m e d i a n  p l a n t i n g s  a n d  h i g h l y 
v i s i b l e  p e d e s t r i a n  a r e a  w i l l  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  s a f e t y  i n  t h i s 
a r e a ,  a n d  a e s t h e t i c s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s  w e l l  b e c a u s e  o f 
S w a n  L a k e ’ s  p r o m i n e n c e  a s  S u m t e r ’ s  g r e a t e s t  a t t r a c t i o n .

LIBERTY ST
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   L iber ty  S t ree t  Node  a t  Swan Lake

Above:  B r i c k w o r k  c r o s s i n g  w i l l  b e  s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  d o w n t o w n  S u m t e r,  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e 
O p e r a  H o u s e
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Swan Lake

Above:  Swan Lake ’s  ma in  en t rance  and park ing  a rea  a re  loca ted  on  the  sou th  s ide  o f  L iber ty 
S t ree t .  

Below:  Leav ing  L iber ty  S t ree t ,  the  pa th  con t inues  a long  Garden St ree t  and  i s  cur ren t l y  ga ted 
where  i t  reaches  Oak land  Avenue.
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Swan Lake

Below:  C o n c e p t  f o r  t h e  O a k l a n d  A v e n u e  e n t r a n c e  t o  S w a n  L a k e ,  t o  m a t c h  o t h e r  e n t r a n c e s 
t o  t h e  p a r k .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Swan Lake  to  B i rn ie  Hope  Center
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Above:  T h e  p a t h  f r o m  S w a n  L a k e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 
p r o p o s e d  g r e e n w a y  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  e x i s t i n g  s i d e w a l k s .  
I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  n e w  c r o s s w a l k s ,  a  s h a r e d  p a t h 
a l o n g  G a r d e n  S t r e e t ,  s i g n a g e  a n d  a  n e w  g a t e  a t  t h e 
O a k l a n d  S t r e e t  e n t r a n c e  t o  S w a n  L a k e  ( i n d i c a t e d  i n 
b l a c k ) . 

Swan Lake

Bi rn ie 
Hope 

CenterOak land  Cemetery
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Oak land  Avenue

Above:  S u m t e r  C e m e t e r y  i s  o n  O a k l a n d ,  a n d  h a s  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  a r e a s  t o  e x p l o r e :  T h e 
o r i g i n a l  c e m e t e r y  h a s  g r a v e s  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  1 7 0 0 ’ s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a d j a c e n t  R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c ,  J e w i s h  a n d  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c e m e t e r i e s . 

Below Lef t :  O a k l a n d  A v e n u e  h a s  e x i s t i n g  s i d e w a l k s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s o m e  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u t 
w i l l  s u f f i c e  f o r  t h e  g r e e n w a y  a t  t h i s  t i m e .   

Below Right :  O a k l a n d  A v e n u e  i n t e r s e c t s  w i t h  S o u t h  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e ,  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  B i r n i e 
H o p e  C e n t e r .   T h e  p r o p o s e d  g r e e n w a y  e n d s  h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Second Mi l l  Pond

Above:  C loseup o f  Mas ter  P lan  showing  the  Proposed l inkage be tween Second Mi l l  Pond 
and Swan Lake .   There  i s  a  d i r t  t ra i l  tha t  goes  in to  the  woods  beh ind  the  dam a t  Second 
Mi l l .   Th is  pa th  cou ld  con t inue  a long  the  edge o f  the  c reek  un t i l  i t  i n te rsec ts  w i th  Swan Lake .  
Remov ing  underbrush  and c lear ing  underneath  the  t rees  wou ld  p rov ide  good v is ib i l i t y  a long 
the  g reenway.  
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Swan Lake

Second Mi l l  Pond

Future  Connect ion  to 
Swan Lake 
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Second Mi l l  Pond

Above:  C l o s e r  v i e w  o f  p r o p o s e d  a m e n i t i e s  a t 
S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Boardwalk  a t  Second Mi l l

B o a r d w a l k  a t  S e c o n d  M i l l  i s  a  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  w a l k w a y  t h a t  c u r v e s  a w a y  f r o m  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t , 
o u t  i n t o  S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  c a n  e a s i l y  e n j o y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l 
n a t u r a l  a r e a s  S u m t e r  h a s  t o  o f f e r .   N o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  o p e n  u p  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i t 
a l s o  p r o v i d e s  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  f o o t  t r a f f i c , 
a n d  e n a b l e s  n e w  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s h o p p i n g ,  e t c .  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

Below Right :  C o n c e p t  f o r  b o a r d w a l k  a t  S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Boardwalk  a t  Second Mi l l 

T h e r e  i s  o n e  r e s i d e n c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  B o a r d w a l k  a t  S e c o n d  M i l l  - 
a n d  i t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t .   A s t a n d  o f  b a l d  c y p r e s s e s  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  w a t e r 
a n d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k  n e a r  t h i s  h o u s e  w i l l  s c r e e n  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  r o a d  a n d  t h e 
p r o j e c t ,  g i v i n g  t h e m  p r i v a c y  a n d  b l o c k i n g  o u t  n o i s e .   T h e  b o a r d w a l k  p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e 
a  b e a u t i f u l  a r e a  t o  g a t h e r,  s o c i a l i z e  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  s p e c t a c t u l a r  v i e w s  o f  S e c o n d  M i l l .   A 
p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g  h e r e  l e a d s  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  a r e a  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .   S i d e w a l k s  c o n t i n u e  o n 
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t ,  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s  S w a n  L a k e .
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Second Mi l l  Pond F ish ing  Area

Second Mi l l  Pond is  loca ted  on  L iber ty  S t ree t  be tween the  B i -Lo  shopp ing  cen te r  and  A l i ce  Dr ive .  
The  nor th  s ide  o f  the  pond is  gorgeous ,  w i th  g race fu l  cypresses  and span ish  moss .   The  sou thern 
access  to  the  pond f rom L iber ty  S t ree t ,  however,  has  a  very  indus t r ia l  charac te r  a t  p resent .   Th is 
i s  un fo r tuna te  because the  por t ion  o f  the  c reek  tha t  con t inues  a f te r  the  dam is  p re t ty  as  we l l , 
and  i s  a lso  a  very  popu la r  f i sh ing  a rea .   Th is  a rea  cou ld  eas i l y  be  t ied  in  to  the  la rger  g reenway 
sys tem,  whereby  i t  wou ld  p rov ide  access  to  the  g reenway fo r  many  res iden t ia l  a reas ,  and  wou ld 
a lso  l ink  the  la rger  g reenway sys tem to  a  popu la r  f i sh ing  ho le .   Th is  l i nk  i s  there fo re  impor tan t 
to  the  overa l l  success  o f  the  g reenway sys tem,  because every  amen i ty  tha t  i s  added to  the  to ta l 
equat ion  w i l l  i nc rease  the  use  o f  the  g reenway.   S l igh t  mod i f i ca t ions  to  the  en t rance  area  wou ld 
make th is  a  much more  a t t rac t i ve  space ,  wh ich  wou ld  a lso  inc rease  i t s  v is ib i l i t y  and  use .   
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:  Second Mi l l  Pond F ish ing  Area

Above:  C o n c e p t  f o r  F i s h i n g  A r e a  a t  S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d .   T h e  d a m  a n d  o u t l e t  s t r u c t u r e  a r e 
u n a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  c o u l d  b e  s c r e e n e d  w i t h  n i c e r  f e n c i n g  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  f l o w e r i n g  v i n e .   A n 
o v e r l o o k  a t  t h e  d a m  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  v i e w s  t o  t h e  c r e e k ,  a n d  p a t h s  c o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n 
e i t h e r  s i d e  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l  f i s h i n g  a r e a . 
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS

Improv ing  the  func t iona l i t y  and  aes the t i cs  o f  Sumter ’s  cor r idors  w i l l  i n tegra te  the  g reenway 
w i th  the  sur round ing  ne ighborhoods  and prov ide  sa fe ,  conven ien t  l i nkages  fo r  pedes t r ians  and 
cyc l i s ts  in  Sumter.   Proposed cor r idor  enhancements  inc lude  s igna l i zed  pedes t r ian  c ross ings 
and be t te r  c rosswa lk  mark ings .

Large Yellow Dots -  Intersection Enhancements
Large Red Dots -  Intersection Enhancements with Mast Arms and Red Brick 
Small  Red Dots -  Greenway intersections with Corridors
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t

Above: L iber ty  S t ree t  i s  one  o f  the  ma in  eas t -wes t  cor r idors  th rough the  c i t y,  and  l inks 
Swan Lake  to  downtown Sumter.   The  la rge  do ts  ind ica te  those  in te rsec t ions  where 
enhancements  a re  p roposed.   The  la rge  red  do ts  show those  in te rsec t ions  where  decora t i ve 
mast  a rms and red  b r i ck  c rosswa lks  a re  p roposed to  match  those  downtown.   These 
decora t i ve  t rea tments  a re  to  p rov ide  v isua l  l i nkage be tween Swan Lake  and downtown a long 
th is  impor tan t  cor r idor.   The  in te rsec t ion  o f  P inewood Road,  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Wedgef ie ld 
Road is  ye l low because i t  i s  the  on ly  enhancement  p ro jec t  on  the  L iber ty  Cor r idor  tha t  i s 
no t  p roposed to  have  the  mast  a rm s ty le  t rea tments .  Smal le r  red  do ts  ind ica te  where  the 
g reenway in te rsec ts  w i th  the  cor r idor. 
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t

Be low:  In te rsec t ion  a t  P inewood Road, 
L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Wedgef ie ld  Roads .  The 
prox imi ty  to  ne ighborhoods ,  re ta i l  cen te rs  and 
a  schoo l  make th is  a  p r io r i t y  in te rsec t ion  w i th 
regards  to  connec t i v i t y.

B e c a u s e  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n 
i s  n o t  b e t w e e n  S w a n  L a k e 
a n d  D o w n t o w n  S u m t e r  i t 
i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f 
t h e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t 
“ e n t r y w a y ”  a s p e c t  o f  L i b e r t y 
S t r e e t .   I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r,  a 
d a n g e r o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t 
t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o 
p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s ,  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  n e e d s  t o  b e 
i m p r o v e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s 
p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  g r e e n w a y 
a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g 
e l e m e n t s  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d .

Plaza  a t 
Second Mi l l

M i l lwood 
E lementary 

School
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Swan Lake  to  Downtown Ent ryway

Right:  The  in te rsec t ion  enhancements  tha t 
inc lude  the  mast  a rms and decora t i ve  pavement 
to  match  the  downtown are  ind ica ted  w i th  red 
and wh i te  do ts .



59

Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t  and  A l ice  Dr ive

In te rsec t ion  a t  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  A l i ce  Dr ive . 
Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  o f  the  p roposed in te rsec t ion 
enhancements  tha t  inc lude  the  mast  a rms and 
decora t i ve  pavement  to  match  the  downtown.

Swan lake

L IBERTY ST

A
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Guignard  Dr ive

In te rsec t ion  a t  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Gu ignard 
Dr ive .  Th is  i s  one  o f  the  p roposed in te rsec t ion 
enhancements  tha t  inc lude  the  mast  a rms and 
decora t i ve  pavement  to  match  the  downtown.
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Purdy  St ree t

In te rsec t ion  a t  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Purdy  S t ree t . 
Th is  i s  ano ther  o f  the  p roposed in te rsec t ion 
enhancements  tha t  inc lude  the  mast  a rms and 
decora t i ve  pavement  to  match  the  downtown.
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Sa lem St ree t

In te rsec t ion  a t  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Sa lem St ree t . 
Th is  i s  ano ther  o f  the  p roposed in te rsec t ion 
enhancements  tha t  inc lude  the  mast  a rms and 
decora t i ve  pavement  to  match  the  downtown. 
There  i s  no  l igh t  a t  th is  in te rsec t ion  cur ren t l y.
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Washington  St ree t

In te rsec t ion  a t  L iber ty  S t ree t  and  Wash ing ton 
S t ree t .  Th is  i s  c loses t  to  downtown o f 
the  p roposed in te rsec t ion  enhancements 
tha t  inc lude  the  mast  a rms and decora t i ve 
pavement .
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Le f t :  T h e  m a p 
s h o w s  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
i n t e r s e c t i o n 
i m p r o v e m e n t  a t 
Wa s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t , 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a l r e a d y 
c o m p l e t e d  i m p r o v e m e n t 
a t  S u m t e r  S t r e e t .
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Guignard  Dr ive

Above: L ike  L iber ty  S t ree t ,  Gu ignard  Dr ive  i s  a  ma jo r  cor r idor  th rough the  c i t y  tha t  in te rsec ts 
w i th  the  g reenway a t  two  po in ts  -  Shot  Pouch Creek  and a lso  a t  the  end ,  near  the  B i rn ie  Hope 
Center.   Gu ignard  connec ts  many  impor tan t  a reas :   The  node a t  M i l le r  Road,  the  ne ighborhoods 
o f  Hampton  Park  H is to r i c  D is t r i c t ,  Burns  Downs,  and  Oak land ,  and  many commerc ia l  and 
indus t r ia l  po in ts  a long  the  way.  

The  la rge  do ts  ind ica te  those  in te rsec t ions  where  enhancements  a re  p roposed.   The  la rge  red  do t 
a t  Gu ignard  and  L iber ty  was  d iscussed as  par t  o f  the  L iber ty  S t ree t  enhancements .  The  smal le r 
red  do t  ind ica tes  where  the  g reenway in te rsec ts  w i th  the  cor r idor,  near  Haynswor th  S t ree t . 
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:  Mi l le r  Road  Complex

The node c rea ted  a t  the  in te rsec t ion  o f  M i l le r  Road and 
Gu ignard  Dr ive  inc ludes  CCTC,  USC Sumter,  A l i ce  Dr ive 
Schoo ls ,  Wi l low Dr ive  E lementary,  Pa lmet to  Park ,  and  the 
Pa lmet to  P laza  shopp ing  cen te r  i s  ex t remely  impor tan t  in 
te rms o f  connec t i v i t y  to  the  res t  o f  Sumter  and  the  g reenway.  
The  sou th  s ide  o f  M i l le r  Road does  no t  have  s idewa lks  a t  th is 
t ime,  so  an  add i t iona l  recommendat ion  o f  the  p ro jec t  scope is 
to  add  s idewa lks  there  to  fu r ther  improve  connec t i v i t y.

Palmet to  Park

Burns  Downs

Al ice  Dr ive 
Schools

USC Sumter 
CCTC

Palmet to 
P laza
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Guignard  Dr ive  and  Mi l le r  Road

In te rsec t ion  a t  Gu ignard 
Dr ive  and  Mi l le r  Road l inks 
the  complex  shown on  the 
p reced ing  page w i th  Wi l low 
Dr ive  E lementary,  Pa lmet to 
P laza  shopp ing  cen te r, 
shopp ing  fu r ther  nor th  a long 
Bu l tman Dr ive ,  and  the 
ne ighborhoods  nearby.

Below: Concept  fo r 
in te rsec t ion  improvements  
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Guignard  Dr ive  and  Ca lhoun St ree t

In te rsec t ion  a t  Gu ignard 
Dr ive  and  Mi l le r  Road l inks 
the  complex  shown on  the 
p reced ing  page w i th  Wi l low 
Dr ive  E lementary,  Pa lmet to 
P laza  shopp ing  cen te r, 
shopp ing  fu r ther  nor th  a long 
Bu l tman Dr ive ,  and  the 
ne ighborhoods  nearby.

Below: Concept  fo r 
in te rsec t ion  improvements  
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CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Guignard  Dr ive  and  Ca lhoun St ree t

In te rsec t ion  a t  Gu ignard  Dr ive 
and  Oak land  Avenue is  the 
end  o f  the  cur ren t  p roposed 
greenway,  and  l inks  the  B i rn ie 
Hope Center  to  the  cemetery 
and  Swan Lake ,  as  we l l  as  to 
ne ighborhoods  nearby.
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENTS:   Tra f f ic  Ca lming

Improv ing  the  func t iona l i t y  and  aes the t i cs  o f  Sumter ’s  cor r idors  w i l l  i n tegra te  the  g reenway w i th 
the  sur round ing  ne ighborhoods  and prov ide  sa fe ,  conven ien t  l i nkages  fo r  pedes t r ians  and  cyc l i s ts 
in  Sumter.   Proposed cor r idor  enhancements  inc lude  t ra f f i c  ca lming  measures  such  as  p lan ted 
med ians ,  shown be low in  l i gh t  g reen:

Lef t :  U n l i k e  p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g s  t h a t 
i n c l u d e  A D A a c c e s s i b l e  c r o s s w a l k s ,  a n d  a r e 
o f t e n  l i g h t e d  w i t h  s i g n a g e  t o  a l e r t  d r i v e r s 
t o  a  p e d e s t r i a n  a r e a ,  a  p l a n t e d  m e d i a n 
i s  s i m p l y  a  t o o l  f o r  c a l m i n g  a n d  s l o w i n g 
t r a f f i c .   T h e r e  i s  n o  s t r u c t u r e d  p e d e s t r i a n 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m e d i a n . 
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CASE STUDIES

Yadk in  R iver 
Greenway
Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC

Three  R ivers 
Greenway
Metro Columbia, SC

Swamp Rabbi t  Tra i l
Metro Greenville, SC
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Yadk in  R iver 
Greenway
Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC

Three  R ivers 
Greenway
Metro Columbia, SC

Swamp Rabbi t  Tra i l
Metro Greenville, SC

Left and Below: The 
park ing  a rea  i s  v is ib le  f rom the 
ma in  road ,  as  i s  the  g reenway 
s ign .  Good brand ing ,  v isua l 
connec t i v i t y  and  s ignage are 
impor tan t  components  fo r 
a t t rac t ing  g reenway users .  

The Yadkin River Greenway begins in 
North Wilkesboro, NC, and follows the 
river southwest towards Lenoir, NC.  This 
greenway is not yet complete, but the 
portion staff visited left a good impression.  
The Yadkin River eventually joins with 
other streams to form the Great Pee Dee 
River.  

CASE STUDIES:   Yadk in  R iver  Greenway Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC
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Above Left:   A b r idge  connec ts  the  g reenway to  a  loca l  ba l l f i e ld .   Prov id ing  phys ica l 
connec t i v i t y  to  amen i t ies  such  as  th is  i s  very  impor tan t . 
Above Right:  Loca l  Boy  and Gi r l  Scout  g roups ,  garden c lubs  and master  gardeners  p rov ided 
p lan ts ,  handmade b i rdhouses ,  benches ,  and  w indch imes a long  the  g reenway.

Below Left:  There  a re  a  few access  po in ts  a long  the  r i ve r,  such  as  the  “beach”  wh ich  i s 
d iscovered  a f te r  fo l low ing  a  smal l  pa th .
Below Right:   Th is  count ry  s to re  i s  loca ted  nex t  to  the  park ing  a rea ,  p rov id ing  amen i t ies  fo r 
the  g reenway users  as  we l l  as  foo t  t ra f f i c  fo r  the  s to re .  

CASE STUDIES:   Yadk in  R iver  Greenway Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

The Three Rivers Greenway links portions of 
Columbia, West Columbia and Cayce, SC, and extends 
more than 8 miles through the metro Columbia area.  
The Broad, Saluda and Congaree Rivers converge in 
the center of this area, and the greenway crosses 
and provides access to all three.  One of the most 
interesting points about this greenway is the impact 
it has had on adjacent development:  in several 
locations high-end residential development has 
followed the greenway installation.  In one location, 
million-dollar residences overlook the greenway and 
are built on an old landfill site.  The greenway system 
has provided many opportunities for 
neighborhood revitalization in the Columbia area.  

Below Left:   A fu l l  park ing  lo t  a t  West  Co lumbia  R iverwa lk  on  a  weekday  morn ing .

Below Right:  The  a rch i tec tu re  o f  the  res t room fac i l i t i es  i s  spec i f i ca l l y  des igned to  emula te 
h is to r i c  s ty les  common to  the  a rea .  

CASE STUDIES:   Three  R ivers  Greenway Metro Columbia, SC
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Right:  A map o f  the  Three  R ivers  Greenway sys tem a t  p resent .   A non-pro f i t , 
i n te rgovernmenta l  o rgan iza t ion  was  c rea ted  to  manage the  g reenway.   Pub l i c  inpu t ,  o r 
“d reamcatch ing” ,  revea led  immense in te res t  in  p rov id ing  env i ronmenta l l y  sens i t i ve  access  to 
the  r i ve rs .

Above and Below:  V iews o f 
the  c i t y  and  a rch i tec tu ra l  fea tu res 
such  as  o ld  b r idges  add v isua l 
and  h is to r i ca l  in te res t  a long  the 
g reenway. 
 

CASE STUDIES:   Three  R ivers  Greenway Metro Columbia, SC
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Above Left:   Pa th  go ing  beneath  a  b r idge  overpass .   
Above and Below Right:  Recent  res iden t ia l  deve lopment  tha t  i s  bu i l t  on  an  o ld  land f i l l  s i te , 
over look ing  the  g reenway.
Below Left:   Res idents  o f  a  nearby  condomin ium were  concerned about  p r i vacy,  so  a  t re l l i s 
covered  pa th  was  cons t ruc ted .   A locked ga te  p rov ides  them wi th  access .

 

CASE STUDIES:   Three  R ivers  Greenway Metro Columbia, SC
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Above:  The  Cayce por t ion  o f  the 
g reenway is  shaded and s i t s  on  a  h igh  b lu f f  w i th 
beaut i fu l  v iews o f  the  r i ve r  and  the  o ld  ra i l road 
b r idge .

Left and Below:  
S tunn ing  v iews o f  the  r i ve r  and  a  n ice ly 
des igned pub l i c  space  beg in  the  g reenway a t 
the  D ivers ion  Dam por t ion .  

CASE STUDIES:   Three  R ivers  Greenway Metro Columbia, SC
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Greenv i l le  has  been d i l i gen t l y  s t ra teg iz ing 
to  rev i ta l i ze  the i r  c i t y  fo r  many  years  now.  
In  the  la te  1970s  they  imp lemented  a  new 
t ra i l  sys tem in  C leve land  Park ,  and  s ince 
then  severa l  t ra i l  ne tworks  have  been bu i l t 
th roughout  the  c i t y,  the  most  recent  be ing 
the  H incap ie  Path ,  wh ich  was  comple ted  in 
summer  o f  2008.   The  t ra i l s  ex tend  beyond 
the  c i t y  in  severa l  d i rec t ions ,  l i nk ing  nearby 
communi t ies  and  ru ra l  county  a reas  to  the 
u rban area .   The  most  d ramat ic  and  exc i t ing 
aspec t  o f  th is  t ra i l  ne twork  i s  Fa l l s  Park , 
comple ted  in  2004,  wh ich  fea tu res  gorgeous 
v iews o f  a  water fa l l  f rom a  pedes t r ian  b r idge 
tha t  c rosses  what  was  once  a  kudzu-en tw ined, 
l i t te red  was te land .  

Downtown rev i ta l i za t ion  began in  the  1970 ’s , 
when landscape arch i tec t  Lawrence Ha lp r in 
redes igned Ma in  S t ree t .   Many  new 
arch i tec tu ra l  add i t ions  have 
con t r ibu ted  to  the  energy  and v i ta l i t y  o f 
downtown Greenv i l le  in  recent  years .

CASE STUDIES:   Swamp Rabbi t  Tra i l Greenville, SC
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The Ch i ld ren ’s  Garden fea tu res  a 
ra inbow garden,  a lphabet  garden, 
na t i ve  p lan ts ,  scu lp tu res  and  many 
in te rac t i ve  e lements  fo r  ch i ld ren .

CASE STUDIES:   Swamp Rabbi t  Tra i l Greenville, SC
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Hosp i ta l i t y  taxes  have  funded most  o f  the  Swamp Rabb i t 
Tra i l .   The  c i t y  has  a lso  i ssued bonds  to  cover  some o f 
the  cos ts .  The  loca l  hosp i ta l  sys tem has  g iven  money  in 
re tu rn  fo r  marke t ing  and  naming  r igh ts  a long  the  t ra i l s ,  and 
loca l  bus inesses  can  a lso  “buy”  por t ions  o f  the  g reenway 
and adver t i se  w i th in  cer ta in  parameters  in  those  a reas .  
Greenv i l le  s ta f f  recommended conduc t ing  a  feas ib i l i t y  s tudy 
a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  p lann ing  p rocess ,  to  de te rmine  the 
cos t  o f  the  p roposed greenway.

None o f  the  t ra i l s  in  Greenv i l le 
a re  l igh ted  –  i t  was  dec ided  tha t 
l i gh t ing  wou ld  p rov ide  a  fa lse 
sense  o f  secur i t y.   The  t ra i l s 
remain  open f rom dawn to  dusk .  
Pub l i c  serv ice  announcements 
teach  the  communi ty  about  ru les 
and  e t ique t te  a long  the  t ra i l s .   So 
fa r,  no  c r imes  have  been repor ted 
a long  the  g reenway i t se l f , 
a l though there  have  been a  few 
car  b reak- ins  a t  some o f  the  more 
remote  park ing  a reas .   The  c i t y  i s 
in  the  p rocess  o f  ins ta l l i ng  mi le 
markers  and  nav iga t ion  s igns  a t 
th is  t ime.  Po l i ce  a re  a  p resence in 
the  Cent ra l  Bus iness  D is t r i c t  and 
in  Fa l l s  Park ,  as  we l l  as  on  some 
o f  the  t ra i l s  (on  b icyc les ) .  

CASE STUDIES:   Swamp Rabbi t  Tra i l Greenville, SC
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Research  ind ica tes  tha t  women, 
par t i cu la r l y,  o f ten  fee l  unsa fe  in  pub l i c 
spaces  such  as  parks .   O lder  c i t i zens , 
those  w i th  phys ica l  d isab i l i t i es ,  and 
ch i ld ren  a re  a lso  less  l i ke ly  to  fee l  sa fe  in 
an  u rban open space env i ronment .   Urban 
greenways  a re  c r i t i c i zed  because they  a re 
l inear  in  fo rm,  o f ten  w i th  on ly  s ing le - rou te 
connec t ions .   The  pr inc ip le  o f  p rospec t 
and  re fuge  is  very  impor tan t  to  cons ider 
w i th  regard  to  des ign  o f  such  pub l i c  open 
spaces .   Prospec t  re fe rs  to  the  ab i l i t y 
to  c lear ly  see  one ’s  sur round ings ,  and 
re fuge  is  the  ab i l i t y  to  reach  sa fe ty.  
Greenway des ign ,  there fo re ,  mus t  address 
the  fo l low ing  w i th  regard  to  sa fe ty  and 
secur i t y.

Above:  On th is  pa th ,  a  pedes t r ian  has  p rospec t  ( the  po in t  in  the 
d is tance  to  wh ich  they  a re  head ing)  and  re fuge  ( the  open area  to 
the  le f t ) .   Th is  pho to  was  taken a t  the  Co lumbia  R iverwa lk . 

Users  must  be  p laced in  a  pos i t ion  o f  con t ro l ,  where  they  can  c lear ly  see  how to  avo id  and 
escape po ten t ia l l y  dangerous  p laces .   Awareness  o f  connec t ions  and rou tes  to  sa fe  p laces  a re 
the  keys  to  a t ta in ing  th is  goa l .
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Park  des ign  i s  jus t  one  o f  four  impor tan t 
c r i te r ia  to  the  sa fe ty  o f  a  pub l i c  space ,  a long 
w i th  c i t i zen  invo lvement ,  p rogramming and 
ma in tenance,  and  en fo rcement . 

Left:  A secur i t y  guard  s ta t ioned a long  the 
West  Co lumbia  por t ion  o f  the  Three  R ivers 
Greenway.   A fence  in  the  background 
separa tes  the  g reenway f rom res iden t ia l 
a reas .   Pr ivacy  and  secur i t y  fo r  ne ighborhoods 
ad jacent  to  g reenways  i s  c r i t i ca l l y  impor tan t .

Below:  A lack  o f  rou te  cho ices ,  wh ich  i s  o f ten 
inheren t  to  a  l inear  des ign  such  as  a  g reenway, 
can  resu l t  in  p red ic tab le  movement  pa t te rns , 
wh ich  i s  an  unsa fe  s i tua t ion .   There fo re ,  the 
g rea te r  the  connec t i v i t y  to  sur round ing  roads , 
ne ighborhoods  and d is t r i c ts ,  the  sa fe r  the 
pa th  i t se l f  w i l l  be .   L ikewise ,  p rov id ing  these 
connec t ions  w i l l  g ive  po l i ce  and  ‘pass ive  po l i ce ’ 
(c i t i zens  and passersby)  g rea te r  access  and 
v is ib i l i t y  to  the  g reenway,  wh ich  w i l l  enhance 
i t s  sa fe ty.

Above: Percept ion  o f  env i ronmenta l  hazards 
w i l l  decrease  the  fee l ing  o f  secur i t y  about 
c lean l iness ,  wh ich  can  h inder  use  o f  a  pub l i c 
space .   Th is  i s  a t   Shotpouch Creek ,  be tween 
Mi l le r  Road and Broad St ree t  in  Sumter.  

A pub l i c  space  must  be  des igned w i th  a  h igh 
leve l  o f  imageab i l i t y :   tha t  i s ,  c lear ly  v is ib le 
en t rances ,  a  sense  o f  openness  w i th in  the 
space,  and  a  lack  o f  h idden or  sec luded spaces .  
S igns  o f  an t i soc ia l  behav io r  such  as  g ra f f i t i , 
t rash ,  b roken bo t t les  and  drug  parapherna l ia 
need to  be  kep t  under  con t ro l  w i th in  the  space.  

SAFETY AND SECURITY
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SAFETY AND SECURITY
Th is  pa th  i s  ad jacent  to  the  Ch i ld ren ’s  Garden. 
The presence o f  paren ts  a t  a  ch i ld ren ’s 
p layground or  p lay  a rea  i s  one  o f  the  bes t 
fo rms o f  ‘pass ive  po l i c ing ’ .   Paren ts  ac t  as 
hawks ,  survey ing  the  env i ronment  care fu l l y 
fo r  dangers .   P lac ing  a  park ing  a rea  nex t  to  a 
p layground is  one  o f  the  bes t  ways  to  p revent 
car  b reak- ins  and  o ther  c r imes ,  fo r  th is  reason.    

S ta t i s t i ca l l y,  c r ime ra tes  do  no t  inc rease 
s ign i f i can t l y  w i th  the  p resence o f  homeless 
peop le .   However,  the i r  p resence can  cause 
d iscomfor t  fo r  o ther  g reenway users .  The 
bes t  way  to  address  th is  i ssue  i s  th rough 
en fo rcement ,  and  by  min imiz ing  h idden spaces 
and she l te r ing  env i ronments  th rough good 
des ign . 

The concept  o f  p rospec t ,  as  ment ioned be fo re , 
inc ludes  the  ab i l i t y  to  recogn ize  s t rangers 
and  to  v isua l l y  survey  the  env i ronment  a round 
onese l f .   F reedom o f  movement  i s  impor tan t 
to  the  concept  o f  re fuge ,  g iv ing  a  person  the 
ab i l i t y  to  avo id  i so la ted  p laces  and escape 
th rea ten ing  o r  annoy ing  soc ia l  encounters .  
Even w i th in  the  l inear  con tex t  o f  a  g reenway, 
i t  i s  poss ib le  to  des ign  the  space to  ach ieve 
these  goa ls .  
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L igh t ing  i s  impor tan t  to  a  g reenway on ly  i f 
the  space  is  des igned to  be  used a t  n igh t .  
Otherw ise ,  i t  can  ac tua l l y  encourage peop le  to 
ven tu re  in to  a  space  tha t  may  no t  be  sa fe .   I f 
l i gh t ing  i s  to  be  used,  i t  shou ld  be  des igned 
w i th  an  even,  cons is ten t  leve l ,  and  shou ld 
avo id  b r igh t  spo ts  and  poo ls  o f  shadow.   A 
person  shou ld  be  ab le  to  recogn ize  another 
person ’s  face  a t  a  d is tance  o f  approx imate ly 
80  fee t ,  fo r  l i gh t ing  to  be  e f fec t i ve  and  sa fe .  
I f  the  dec is ion  i s  made to  no t  l i gh t  a  space , 
th is  shou ld  be  c lear ly  communica ted  th rough 
s ignage.  

L igh t  po les  o r  s ignage can  a lso  be  numbered 
so  tha t  a  person  ca l l ing  f rom a  ce l l  phone can 
s ta te  the  number  they  a re  c loses t  to  a long 
the  g reenway.  Th is  re fe rence  sys tem can be 
coord ina ted  w i th  d ispa tch  so  tha t  emergency 
personne l  can  eas i l y  reach  a  g iven  loca t ion .  
The  number ing  sys tem can a lso  des igna te 
d is tance  t rave l led ,  wh ich  a ids  in  nav igab i l i t y. 

S ignage is  impor tan t  fo r  p rov id ing  nav igab i l i t y.  
The  awareness  o f  a  person ’s  re la t ionsh ip 
to  the i r  sur round ings  i s  paramount  to  the i r 

SAFETY AND SECURITY

sense o f  secur i t y.   S igns  and maps shou ld  c lear ly  show loca t ion 
a long  the  g reenway,  where  ass is tance  i s  ava i lab le ,  and  p rov ide 
landmarks  to  he lp  the  user  nav iga te .   Brand ing  i s  ano ther 
impor tan t  e lement  -  no te  the  logo  on  the  r igh t  s ide  o f  th is  s ign  fo r 
Greenv i l le ’s  Greenway Sys tem.    

The  s ing le  b igges t  fac to r  in  inc reas ing  sa fe ty  in  any  pub l i c  space 
is  use .   The  more  the  g reenway is  used,  the  sa fe r  i t  w i l l  be  fo r 
everyone on  i t .   There fo re ,  i t  i s  c r i t i ca l  to  p rov ide  good anchors , 
o r  amen i t ies  a long  the  g reenway.   These anchors  genera te  ac t i v i t y 
a long  the  g reenway,  and  in  tu rn  benef i t  themse lves  f rom inc reased 
ac t i v i t y.   I t  i s  a  w in -w in  s i tua t ion  fo r  bo th  s ides .  The prox imi ty  o f 
th is  pa th  to  downtown Co lumbia  i s  p robab ly  the  reason i t  i s  so 
c rowded in  the  midd le  o f  a  weekday.
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BENEFITS

As ide  f rom the  obv ious  hea l th  benef i t s  o f fe red  by  p rov id ing  a  rec rea t iona l  space  to  a  c ross-
sec t ion  o f  the  c i t y,  the  p roposed greenway a lso  p rov ides  many o ther  secondary  benef i t s .   F i rs t ,  i t 
w i l l  p rov ide  foo t  t ra f f i c  to  severa l  p roposed “ne ighborhood nodes”  tha t  w i l l  benef i t  f rom pedes t r ian 
ac t i v i t y.   Th is  commerc ia l  aspec t  i s  impor tan t  no t  on ly  to  the  economy o f  those  bus inesses  and 
to  Sumter  a t - la rge ,  bu t  a lso  inc reases  use  a long  the  g reenway.   Second,  the  g reenway prov ides 
an  a l te rna te  rou te  fo r  many  peop le  to  ge t  to  work ,  par t i cu la r l y  i f  they  a re  employed on  any  o f  the 
fo l low ing  ma jo r  cor r idors  in  the  c i t y :   P ike  Road,  Broad St ree t ,  Wise  Dr ive ,  Gu ignard  Dr ive ,  M i l le r 
Road,  A l i ce  Dr ive  and  L iber ty  S t ree t .   Th is  w i l l  benef i t  no t  on ly  those  peop le  who cur ren t l y  do 
no t  have  access  to  a  car,  bu t  a lso  the  many  peop le  who apprec ia te  the  hea l th ,  env i ronmenta l  and 
economic  benef i t s  o f  wa lk ing  o r  cyc l ing  to  work .
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Connec t iv i t y  i s  a  c r i t i ca l  component  o f 
any  t ra i l  ne twork .   A pa th  tha t  leads 
nowhere  does  no t  encourage any  sor t 
o f  use .   The  grea te r  the  access  to  a 
g reenway,  the  more  in tens ive  the  use 
w i l l  be .   L ikewise ,  the  g rea te r  the 
ac t i v i t y  in  any  pub l i c  space ,  the  sa fe r 
and  more  secure  i t  w i l l  be .   There fo re , 
i t  i s  o f  paramount  impor tance  tha t  a 
g reenway be  we l l  connec ted  to  the 
sur round ing  u rban fabr ic .   Phys ica l 
connec t i v i t y  in  Sumter  su f fe rs  because 
o f  a  lack  o f  s idewa lks  and  wa lkab le 
spaces .  

Above Left:  Th is  pa th  connec ts  to 
a  park  w i th in  a  ne ighborhood in  Mt . 
P leasant ,  SC.   Connec t i v i t y  i s  very 
benef ic ia l  w i th in  ne ighborhoods  as  we l l 
as  in  more  u rban areas ,  fo r  p rov id ing 
access  to  g reen spaces .   
Pedes t r ians  p re fe r  no t  to  wa lk  in 
deadened spaces ,  except  by  necess i ty.  
Prov id ing  be t te r  connec t i v i t y  and 
des t ina t ions  w i th in  the  c i t y  w i l l 
encourage everyone to  wa lk  more ,  fo r 
rec rea t ion  and  hea l th  benef i t s  as  we l l 
as  to  reach  employment ,  shopp ing ,  e tc .  
Th is  enhanced connec t i v i t y  no t  on ly 
p romotes  a  more  hea l th fu l  l i fes ty le , 
i t  a lso  c rea tes  a  more  sus ta inab le 
env i ronment  tha t  decreases  re l iance 
upon veh icu la r  t rave l .  

Below Left:  Numerous  curb  cu ts 
and  vas t  expanses  o f  park ing  in  f ron t 
o f  bus inesses  d iscourage a  wa lkab le 
env i ronment  a long  many o f  the  c i t y ’s 
p r io r i t y  commerc ia l  cor r idors .   Visua l l y, 
the  connec t i v i t y  in  Sumter  su f fe rs  fo r 
the  same reasons .  

CONNECTIV ITY
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PUBLIC INPUT

Th is  d ra f t  p lan  p rov ides  a  f ramework  fo r  pub l i c  par t i c ipa t ion  to  s t reaml ine  a  spec i f i c  v is ion .An 
ex tens ive  pub l i c  par t i c ipa t ion  p rocess  w i l l  he lp   iden t i f y  communi ty  members  and  s takeho lders 
c r i t i ca l  in  the  p lann ing  p rocess .   Pub l i c  p rocess  i s  the  key  to  c rea t ing  a  pub l i c  g reenway tha t 
serves  the  needs  o f  the  en t i re  communi ty.
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CONCLUSION

Sumter  i s  b lessed w i th  some t ru ly  beaut i fu l  na tu ra l  env i ronments , 
r igh t  in  the  midd le  o f  the  c i t y.   Prov id ing  access  to  these  a reas ,  and 
s imu l taneous ly  p rov id ing  a  connec ted  ne twork  o f  pa ths  fo r  peop le  to  use 
fo r  bo th  the i r  rec rea t ion  and  employment  needs ,  w i l l  benef i t  the  communi ty 
in  count less  and  un fo reseeab le  ways .   Many  c i t ies  a re  now o f fe r ing  such 
amen i t ies  as  a  way  o f  a t t rac t ing  new bus inesses  and techno logy  to  the i r 
a rea .   Sumter  has  the  po ten t ia l  to  p rov ide  such  an  amen i ty.   In  fac t ,  many 
components  o f  th is  a l ready  ex is t  and  s imp ly  need to  be  connec ted  to  each 
o ther.   Th is  p ro jec t  s t r i ves  to  do  jus t  tha t .   I f  you  bu i ld  i t ,  they  w i l l  come.
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The fo l low ing  gu ide l ines  a re  based on  accepted  na t iona l 
s tandards  fo r  g reenways .   Ind iv idua l  s i tua t ions  a long  the 
p roposed greenway w i l l  p resent  un ique  obs tac les  tha t  may 
requ i re  a l te r ing  these  gu ide l ines  to  address  spec i f i c  needs .  
The  core  p r inc ip les  o f  access ib i l i t y,  sa fe ty  and  env i ronmenta l 
sens i t i v i t y  shou ld  be  uphe ld  desp i te  any  mod i f i ca t ions  tha t 
may  be  requ i red .   Recyc led  mater ia ls  shou ld  be  used whenever 
poss ib le  in  the  mater ia ls  fo r  th is  p ro jec t . 

S ignage
Wayf ind ing  s t ra teg ies  fo r  the  g reenway inc lude  a  un i f ied 
logo  and brand ing  s t ra tegy,  m i lemarkers  and  maps wherever 
poss ib le ,  and  p ro toco l  s igns  to  ins t ruc t  users  about  sa fe ty  and 
pa th -shar ing  ru les  ( i .e .   “B icyc l i s ts  p lease  pass  to  the  le f t ” ) .  
H is to r i c  o r  env i ronmenta l  in te rp re t i ve  s ignage is  a lso  a  g rea t 
way  to  p rov ide  users  w i th  in te res t ing  s topp ing  po in ts  a long 
the  g reenway.   Sponsors  o f  the  g reenway can  “adopt ”  cer ta in 
sec t ions  and pos t  adver t i sements  w i th in  these  a reas .   Se t t ing 
parameters  fo r  the  s ize  and  type  o f  adver t i s ing  i s  a lso  impor tan t 
to  cons ider.  

DESIGN GUIDELINES:  S ignage
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Paths
Three  types  o f  pa ths  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  comple te  the  connec t i v i t y  sys tem 
proposed fo r  th is  g reenway.  

Pa th  Type I :   Permeab le  Aspha l t  Sur face
Th is  sur face  w i l l  a l low water  to  penet ra te ,  thereby  reduc ing  the  env i ronmenta l 
impac t  tha t  t rad i t iona l  imperv ious  sur faces  can  have .   Th is  sur face  i s  bes t  fo r 
a reas  tha t  a re  in  f loodp la in  o r  wet land  cond i t ions ,  bu t  a re  no t  wet  most  o f  the 
t ime.   The  w id th  o f  these  pa ths  i s  8  fee t ,  fo r  mu l t imoda l  use .    The  Greenv i l le 
g reenway a lso  uses  a  so f t  su r face  runn ing  pa th  to  the  r igh t  o f  the  aspha l t 
(see  photo  above r igh t )  

Pa th  Type I I :   Wooden Boardwa lk
Th is  sur face  w i l l  a l low water  to  penet ra te  as  we l l ,  bu t  i s  bes t  fo r  a reas  tha t 
a re  wet  much o f  the  t ime,  o r  f loodway areas .  Wooden boardwa lks  can  be 
cons t ruc ted  e i ther  a t  g rade  or  on  p i l i ngs .   An  advantage is  tha t  they  can  be 
cons t ruc ted  o f f -s i te  and  car r ied  in  by  sec t ions ,  to  min imize  the  impac t  o f 
cons t ruc t ion  in  wet land  env i ronments .   The  w id th  o f  the  boardwa lks  shou ld  be 
a t  leas t  8  fee t ,  to  accommodate  bo th  a  cyc l i s t  and  a  pedes t r ian .  

Pa th  Type I I I :   S idewa lk
Aspha l t  o r  concre te  s idewa lks  a re  cons t ruc ted  a long  s t ree ts  to  t ie  in to 
ex is t ing  pedes t r ian  ne tworks .   The  recommended s idewa lk  w id th  i s  6  fee t , 
w i th  a  min imum o f  4 .5  fee t . 

DESIGN GUIDELINES:  Paths
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In te rsec t ions

Below: A sec t ion  shows the  d imens ions  o f 
lanes ,  re fuges  and s idewa lks  a t  a  c ross ing 
a rea .   The  d iagram to  the  r igh t  por t rays  how 
an  in te rsec t ion  can  sa fe ly  address  pedes t r ian 
c ross ings :   the  tu rn ing  rad ius  a t  the  corners 
has  been s ign i f i can t l y  reduced,  the  c ross ing 
a reas  a re  b r igh t  and  very  v is ib le ,  and  where 
the  road  is  four  lanes  w ide ,  there  i s  a  re fuge .  
Trees  a re  p lan ted  in  the  cen te r  and  a long  the 
edges ,  bo th  to  ca lm t ra f f i c  and  to  he lp  p ro tec t 
pedes t r ians  on  s idewa lks  and  a t  the  re fuges .  

 

  6 ’ 4 ’    24 ’  4 ’  24 ’      4 ’  6 ’

DESIGN GUIDELINES:  In tersect ions
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DESIGN GUIDELINES:  Market ing  &  Brand ing

Marke t ing  i s  an  ex t remely  impor tan t  component  o f  a  g reenway 
sys tem.   Brand ing  the  sys tem wi th  an  eas i l y  iden t i f iab le  logo 
w i l l  he lp  w i th  nav igab i l i t y,  as  we l l  as   recogn i t ion  o f  d i f fe ren t 
a reas  be ing  par t  o f  the  la rger  sys tem.   S igns  d isp lay ing  the 
logo  shou ld  be  c lear ly  v is ib le  f rom roads ,  t rans i t  s tops  and any 
a reas  where  peop le  ga ther,  such  as  shopp ing  cen te rs  and  parks .  
Sumter  can  p romote  and marke t  the  g reenway th rough t -sh i r t s 
and  o ther  adver t i s ing  means ,  as  we l l .  

Hav ing  a  g reenway sys tem wi th  a  recogn izab le  logo  w i l l  a id  in 
the  la rger  marke t ing  o f  Sumter  as  a  p rogress ive  c i t y.   Th is  w i l l 
i n  tu rn  a t t rac t  young pro fess iona ls  and  bus inesses  tha t  des i re  to 
o f fe r  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  fo r  the i r  employees .   A we l l -des igned,  we l l -
connec ted  g reenway sys tem can have  a  pos i t i ve  e f fec t  on  the 
en t i re  communi ty,  as  i s  ev idenced by  the  beaut i fu l  and  we l l -
connec ted  g reen spaces  in  Greenv i l le ,  SC. 
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DESIGN GUIDELINES:   Mater ia ls ,  Furn ish ings  &  P lants

Mater ia ls  and  fu rn ish ings  fo r  th is  p ro jec t  shou ld  be  un i f ied  in  concept  and  appearance 
in  o rder  to  p rov ide  con t inu i ty  ac ross  the  en t i re  g reenway.   S i te  fu rn ish ings  shou ld  be 
compat ib le  w i th  the  s ty le  used in  downtown and Swan Lake .

Because the  g reenway is  p r imar i l y  loca ted  in  r ipar ian  f loodp la in  a reas ,  i t  i s  very  impor tan t 
tha t  the  p lan t  mater ia l  se lec ted  fo r  th is  p ro jec t  be  on ly  na t i ve  p lan ts .   S t ream cor r idors  w i l l 
d isperse  seeds  downst ream,  so  the  use  o f  any  po ten t ia l l y  invas ive  spec ies  i s  de f in i te ly 
inappropr ia te .   Trees  such  as  R iver  B i rch ,  L ive  Oak ,  Red Map le  and  o ther  na t i ves  a re  the 
bes t  cho ice  fo r  these  env i ronments .   Smal le r  shrubs  and ornamenta l  p lan ts  such  as  Vi rg in ia 
Sweetsp i re ,  fe rns  and  na t i ve  g rasses  w i l l  a lso  be  su i tab le  landscap ing  p lan ts  fo r  the 
g reenway.
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

FUTURE CONNECTIV ITY PROJECTS:   Ne ighborhood P lan 

Sumter  i s  b lessed 
w i th  a  w ide  var ie ty  o f 
ne ighborhoods  and 
communi t ies ,  each  w i th  the i r 
own un ique  charac te r i s t i cs .  
However,  many  o f  these 
ne ighborhoods  lack 
de f in i t ion  and  a  sense 
o f  iden t i t y  a t  th is  t ime.  
A ne ighborhood p lan 
wou ld  s t r i ve  to  iden t i f y 
the  boundar ies  o f  each 
ne ighborhood in  the 
eyes  o f  those  who l i ve 
there ,  and  f ind  common 
v is ions  fo r  the i r  res iden ts .  
Hav ing  an  iden t i t y  g ives  a 
ne ighborhood power,  and 
con t ro l  over  address ing 
the  needs  and cha l lenges 
un ique  to  tha t  a rea .   I t 
g ives  res iden ts  a  sense 
o f  p lace  and be long ing .   A 
ne ighborhood p lan  i s  a 
g rea t  way  to  empower  the 
c i t i zens  o f  Sumter  and  he lp 
them take  con t ro l  o f  the i r 
own communi ty.   An  u rban 
garden ing  p rogram wou ld  be 
an  impor tan t  component  o f 
ne ighborhood p lann ing  tha t 
t ies  in  w i th  the  g reenway 
concept  n ice ly.  



94

Turkey  Creek  i s  a  channe l i zed  c reek  tha t  runs  th rough bo th 
ne ighborhoods  and indus t r ia l  a reas  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f 
downtown Sumter,  be fo re  meet ing  up  w i th  the  Pocata l igo 
R iver  on  the  sou th  s ide  o f  town.   Th is  c reek  p resents  many 
cha l lenges  in  te rms o f  eng ineer ing  and des ign ,  because 
o f  the  fac t  tha t  many  homes and bus inesses  a re  impac ted 
by  i t s  p rox imi ty.   There  a re  a lso  b rownf ie ld  indus t r ia l  s i tes 
to  cons ider  in  any  redes ign  o f  th is  a rea .   However,  there 
i s  a lso  g rea t  po ten t ia l  fo r  connec t ing  the  peop le  in  these 
ne ighborhoods  to  each  o ther,  to  g reen spaces  and to 
commerc ia l  a reas  v ia  a  g reenway.   As  w i th  the  Shotpouch 
area ,  Turkey  Creek  i s  env i ronmenta l l y  in  need o f  res to ra t ion .  
I f  th is  res to ra t ion  i s  accompan ied  by  be t te r  connec t i v i t y 
and  access  to  na tu re  and  recrea t ion  fo r  res iden ts  in  tha t 
a rea ,  i t  wou ld  be  a  g rea t  bonus .   Chang ing  the  d imens ions 
o f  the  channe l ,  p lan t ing  na t i ve  p lan ts  a long  the  banks  fo r 
s tab i l i za t ion ,  and  p rov id ing  a  pa th  ne twork  a re  the  f i r s t  s teps 
towards  improv ing  the  en t i re  Turkey  Creek  a rea .

FUTURE CONNECTIV ITY PROJECTS:   Turkey  Creek

Above Right: Concept  fo r  pa th  a t  Turkey  Creek
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

FUTURE CONNECTIV ITY PROJECTS:   Kayak ing  &  Canoe ing  Center 

Right:   A d iagram o f  the 
p roposed canoe ing  and 
kayak ing  cen te r  a t  the 
Greenswamp Road land ing .  
The  ex is t ing  road  wou ld  be 
rep laced w i th  a  g reenspace 
tha t  wou ld  l ink  to  McCray ’s 
Mi l l  Road.   A fence  wou ld 
be  cons t ruc ted  a round the 
per imeter  o f  the  boa t ing  a rea , 
and  a  smal l  o f f i ce  and  park ing 
a rea  loca ted  jus t  pas t  the  F i re 
Tra in ing  Fac i l i t y.  

McCRAY’S  MILL ROAD

GREENSWAMP ROAD

Below:  Greenswamp Road  cur ren t l y  ends  abrup t l y  a f te r  the  b r idge  and be fo re  meet ing 
McCray ’s  Mi l l  Road.   Th is  a rea  i s  in  the  f loodway (orange )  so  remov ing  some o f  the  ex is t ing 
road  to  c rea te  added greenspace wou ld  be  benef ic ia l  fo r  env i ronmenta l  reasons .   I t  wou ld 
a lso  c rea te  a  smal l  f i sh ing  spo t  and  park  a t  th is  loca t ion ,  wh ich  i s  near  many  res iden t ia l 
ne ighborhoods .  
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN:   Kayak ing  &  Canoe ing  Center

Below:  A v iew o f  Greenswamp Road look ing  towards  the  b r idge  f rom the  eas t ;   McCray ’s  Mi l l 
Road is  in  the  d is tance .   The  p ic tu re  be low r igh t  shows how remov ing  the  aspha l t ,  res to r ing 
a  g reen area  and add ing  t rees  and a  kayak ing  and canoe ing  cen te r  m igh t  look .   The  br idge 
i s  covered  w i th  a  la t t i ce  to  p rov ide  shade,  and  wou ld  become a  f i sh ing  a rea  fo r  sur round ing 
res iden ts .  
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Sumter Connectivity & Greenways Master Plan for Shot Pouch Creek

Shaw A i r  Force  Base is  a  mi l i ta ry  ins ta l la t ion  to  the  wes t  o f  Sumter.   A t  th is  t ime, 
the  on ly  connec t ions  to  the  base  are  v ia  ma jo r  road  ne tworks .   However,  base 
representa t i ves  have  shown an  in te res t  in  p rov id ing  a  g reenway ex tens ion  tha t  wou ld 
l ink  the  C i ty  o f  Sumter  to  the  base  fo r  cyc l i s ts  and  runners .   Th is  connec t ion  wou ld 
a lso  c ross  Broad St ree t ,  an  impor tan t  commerc ia l  cor r idor.   The  connec t ion  po in t 
cou ld  be  made in to  a  commerc ia l  node much l i ke  the  p roposed nodes  a t  Gu ignard 
Dr ive  and  Broad St ree t  in  the  c i t y.   Th is  wou ld  benef i t  the  en t i re  Sumter  communi ty 
g rea t l y  and  make the  a rea  very  a t t rac t i ve  to  p rospec t i ve  mi l i ta ry  fami l ies  look ing  a t 
Sumter  to  re loca te .  

FUTURE CONNECTIV ITY PROJECTS:   Shaw AFB /  Broad  St ree t
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REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

Regiona l  connec t ions  to 
be  examined fo r  cyc l ing 
rou tes  inc lude  the  Wateree 
R iver,  Woods  Bay  S ta te 
Park ,  F lo rence ,  Camden, 
Co lumbia ,  and  Santee  /  Lake 
Mar ion .   The  Pa lmet to  Tra i l 
passes  th rough the  Lake 
Mar ion  a rea ,  where  i t  cou ld 
connec t  to  a  Sumter  rou te .  
Prov id ing  good fac i l i t i es 
and  a t t rac t ions  fo r  long-
d is tance  cyc l i s ts  wou ld  he lp 
in  es tab l i sh ing  Sumter  as  a 
reg iona l  des t ina t ion .   Th is 
idea  cou ld  t ie  in to  a  la rger 
marke t ing  scheme fo r  the 
c i t y  and  county.   The  more 
types  o f  rec rea t iona l  uses 
Sumter  encourages ,  the 
more  layers  o f  use  w i l l  be 
ga ined .   Th is  w i l l  have  many 
pos i t i ve  impac ts  on  the 
communi ty  and  on  o thers ’ 
percep t ions  o f  what  Sumter 
has  to  o f fe r.  
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Sumter  2030 Comprehens ive  P lan

Sumter  County  Watershed Repor t  2010

His to r i c  Map o f  Sumter
Source :  Rober t  M i l l s ,  A t las  o f  South  Caro l ina ,  Hur lbur t  and  L loyd ,  Char les ton ,  1825

Map o f  A t lan t i c  F lyway
tpwd.s ta te . tx .us /hun tw i ld /w i ld /b i rd ing /migra t ion / f l yways /a t lan t i c /

Demograph ic  in fo rmat ion  taken f rom 2010 US Census 

Proper ty  ownersh ip  maps  c rea ted  by  Char les  Robb ins ,  Sumter  C i ty -County  P lann ing  Dept . 
us ing  ArcGIS 
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APPENDIX  A:   Proper ty  Ownersh ip
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