
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COLOR PALETTE
Exterior Paint Colors Approved for Use in 
the Hampton Park Historic District and 
the Downtown Design Review District
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Under the City of Sumter Zoning and Development Ordinance (1.O.5), A General Certification of 
Appropriateness may be issued for specific kinds of alternations by the Zoning Administrator if he/
she finds that a particular material, paint color, design, architectural feature or style is generally ac-
ceptable and appropriate within the district(s).  

In these cases, while an application for Design Review Board Approval must be submitted, staff may make 
the determination of approprateness.

The City of Sumter has adopted a color palette that may be used for exterior wall and signage paint in both 
the Hampton Park Historic District and the Downtown Design Review District.  

The 258 colors contained within the pages of this guide are colors which planning staff may administrative-
ly approve if selected for a project.  If a desired color is not included in this guide and the applicant wishes 
to pursue approval of that color, the request will be forwarded to the Design Review Board for review.

A certificate of appropriateness may be issued by staff upon submission of an application for design review.

***Note: While the paint colors provided are for the Valspar brand, paint may be purchased from a supplier of 
choice.  The paint color is only required to match the chosen color from this palette.***
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(The following is excerpted from the City of Sumter Design 
Review Guidelines, pg 60)

4.11 Paint

The right combination of paint colors can accentuate important architectural 
features and unify the facade.  In addition to its aesthetic benefits, paint also 
provides protection to certain building surfaces, particularly wood.  Due to 
these protective qualities, building components that were historically paint-
ed should remain painted.  Alternatively, surfaces that were not historically 
painted, such as brick and stone, should remain unpainted to retain their 
historic texture and apperance.  Appropriate paint schemes differ depending 
on the architectural style and era of a building.  Historically appropriate color 
schemes for a particular style can be determined based on paint analysis or 
research.

A. Maintain and Repaint Historically Painted Surfaces.

•	 Remove paint from masonry only when the paint is not historic, will 
not reveal aesthetic issues, and will not damage masonry.

•	 Do not paint unpainted masonry walls unless insensitive past repairs 
have negatively affected the visual qualities of the masonry.

•	 Do not strip paint or other coatings to reveal bare wood or apply a 
stain if the material did not historically have a natural finish.

B. Select a Compatible Color Scheme.

•	 Choose colors that are appropriate to the architectural style and com-
pliment the building and its surroundings.  Overly bright and obtru-
sive colors are not appropriate.

•	 Consider an original color scheme based on paint analysis or research.

C. Use Paint Color to Accentuate Exterior Details.

•	 Use muted or dark colors for the walls of a building.

•	 Use lighter colors to highlight trim and architectural ornamentation.

•	 Paint window sashes and frames a contrasting color than the walls to 
provide contrast and depth to window openings.

D. Remove Deteriorated Paint Using the Gentlest Means Possible.

•	 Do not use abrasive methods, such as sandblasting, high pressure wa-
ter, or butane torches to remove paint from masonry, wood, or metal.
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Color permitted only as trim 
or signage color
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While the list of approved colors outlined in this document utilize the Valspar brand’s collaboration with 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, paint may be purchased from any supplier.  Paint colors 
sourced from other manufacturers must match the chosen color from this palette.

Valspar Paint Company maintains a “Find Your Color” online paint tool, which allows searches of paint 
colors by name or Valspar color number.  This tool also provides RGB and HEX color data.

	 https://www.valspar.com/en/colors/browse-colors?search=ginkgo%20tree&sorting=featured

EasyRGB is another web tool that allows you to match color data (RGBs, XYZ etc.) to color cards, paint 
lines, inks, fandecks, standards and more. 

	 https://www.easyrgb.com/en/match.php#inputFORM

Matching Colors from the Sumter Historic Preservation Color Palette 
to Other Paint Brands



Sumter City-County Planning Department
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