
City of Sumter Design Review Board 
 

October 22, 2020 
 
HP-20-19, 214 Church St. 
 
I. THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: Charles Robbins 
Status of the Applicant: Property Owner 

Request: Design review approval for the construction of a 
1,100 sq. ft. accessory structure. 

District Hampton Park Historic District 

Location: 214 Church St. 

Present Use/Zoning: Residential / R-9 

Tax Map Reference: 228-05-05-022 

Adjacent Property Land 
Use and Zoning: 

North – Single-Family / R-6 
South – Single-Family / R-6 
East – Church St. & Vacant / R-6 
West – Church / R-6 

 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
214 Church St., shown in the photograph 
to the right, is a single-family residential 
structure located directly east of Grace 
Baptist Church, with frontage on Church 
St. 
 
The applicant is requesting design 
review approval for a 1,100 sq. ft. (50 x 
22 ft.) wooden accessory shed to be 
constructed in the rear portion of the 
property. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC 
CONTEXT: 
 
Based on the Sumter County Tax Assessor’s Records, the site’s existing single-family 
residence was constructed in the 1900s.  The 1980 Historic Resources Survey 
identifies the structure as a 2-story asymmetrical brick house with a wrap-around 
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front porch.  The porch has a pedimented entrance with a sunburst motif, supported 
by double Tuscan columns that rest on brick piers.  The structure shows 
characteristics of the Vernacular Victorian Architectural style.  Based on the age of 
the structure, it is contributing to the overall fabric of the Hampton Park Historic 
District. There are no proposed modifications to the contributing structure in this 
request. 
 
SITE PHOTOS: 
 

  
Proposed Location Proposed Location 

 
SCOPE OF WORK: 
 
The proposed project will include construction of a 1,100 sq. ft. (50 x 22 ft.) Post 
Victorian 3-bay carriage house style garage with an attached apartment to the rear 
of the existing house.  The structure is proposed to be finished with 8-inch lap siding. 
 
An image showing the proposed design is shown below, as well as a graphic detailing 
the proposed location. 
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Above: Proposed structure design; 
Below: Proposed structure location shown in red 

 

 
 

The proposed colors are shown below. The proposed paint colors are Presidential 
White (7006-15) for the siding and Noir (4009-2) for the garage doors. 
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DESIGN REVIEW: 
 
Design review approval is required prior to the proposed work.  The Design Review 
Guidelines Manual states: 
 
4.11 Paint 
 
The right combination of paint colors can accentuate important architectural features 
and unify the façade. In addition to its aesthetic benefits, paint also provides 
protection to certain building surfaces, particularly wood. Due to these protective 
qualities, building components that were historically painted should remain painted. 
Alternatively, surfaces that were not historically painted, such as brick and stone, 
should remain unpainted to retain their historic texture and appearance. Appropriate 
paint schemes differ depending on the architectural style and era of a building. 
Historically appropriate color schemes for a particular style can be determined based 
on paint analysis or research.  
 

B. Select a Compatible Color Scheme. 
 
 Choose colors that are appropriate to the architectural style and compliment 

the building and its surroundings.  Overly bright and obtrusive colors are not 
appropriate. 

 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed paint colors meet the above standards.  The applicant has proposed 
paint colors from the Sumter Historic Preservation Color Palette, specifically 
Presidential White (7006-15) for the siding and Noir (4009-2) for the garage doors. 
 
5.7 Outbuildings and Accessory Structures 
 
When designing a new garage or accessory structure it is important to remember its 
design and placement affect the overall appearance of the property 
 

A. Place, maintain, and preserve historic outbuildings 
B. Construct new outbuildings to compliment the primary building 

 Design new buildings to be subordinate to the primary structure in size, 
scale, and location 

 Locate new outbuildings in inconspicuous locations, set behind the 
primary building or in the rear of the lot 

 Ensure the new buildings are compatible in size, scale, materials, and 
roof slope 

 Limit the visibility of pre-fabricated accessory structures as much as 
possible 

 
Staff Analysis 
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The proposed accessory structure will utilize a Post Victorian carriage house style 
design, with lap siding, and three (3) garage doors on a concrete slab. 
 
The proposed location is in the rear of the property, and the structure will not be 
visible from the right of way on Church St. 
 
Due to the quality of the proposed material and design of the proposed accessory 
building, any visibility of the structure from adjacent properties will not be 
detrimental to adjacent properties or the district as a whole. 
 
III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this request. 
 
The proposed location of the outbuilding is to the side and rear areas of the principal 
structure with reduced visibility. The structure utilizes traditional materials and 
design, and the proposed changes are compatible with the existing design without 
attempting to convey a false historic character. 
 
IV. DRAFT MOTION 
 

1) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board approve HP-20-19 in 
accordance with the materials, photographs, and construction details 
submitted and referenced in the Staff Report based on compliance with Design 
Review Guidelines. 
 

2) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board deny HP-20-19 
 

3) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board enter an alternative 
motion. 

 
V. DESIGN REVIEW BOARD – OCTOBER 22, 2020 
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