City of Sumter

Historic Preservation

Design Review

November 19, 2020

HP-20-24, 12 W Liberty St.

I. THE REQUEST

Applicant:
Status of the Applicant:

Request:

District

Location:

Present Use/Zoning:

Tax Map Reference:

Adjacent Property Land Use
and Zoning:

II. BACKGROUND

12 W. Liberty St., shown in the
photograph to the right, is a one-
story building formerly used as a
department store, and currently
used by the City of Sumter to
house several City and County
offices. The building is on the south
side of Liberty St. directly to the
west of Sumter Original Brewery.

The applicant 1s proposing to
install a recessed emergency exit
door and safety light on “Johanna’s

Tripper Lee
Authorized Agent for Property Owner

Design Review approval for the installation of an
alley-facing recessed emergency exit and safety
light.

Downtown Design District

12 W. Liberty St.
Government Offices / CBD
228-13-07-006; 228-13-07-007; 228-13-07-008;

North — Retail Stores / CBD
South — Parking Lot / CBD

East — Sumter Original Brewery / CBD
West — F45 Gym / CBD



Alley” on the eastern facade of the building.

ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC CONTEXT:

12 W. Liberty St. is a rectangular one-story mid-century modern building,
constructed around 1956, according to Sumter County Assessor records. The building
originally served as Brody’s Department Store.

The property is identified as site #100 in the 1985 Historic Resources Survey that
catalogued the structures in the downtown. The building has nine vertical bays or
divisions with the front entrance recessed in the central bay on W. Liberty St. Other
bays contain storefront show windows and are covered by a cantilevered metal flat
awning. At the time of the 1985 Survey, the building had little historical significance.

The building’s exterior was redesigned and renovated in 2015, having received design
review approval via HP 14-10. Changes made to the building complemented the
midcentury lines of the structure and improved its aesthetics without compromising
the architecture.

SITE PHOTOS:

Northeast corner of Fagade



Johanna’s Alley as viewed from W. Liberty St.

SCOPE OF WORK:

The proposed project includes renovations to the exterior of 12 W. Liberty St., as
follows:

1. Installation of a new recessed emergency exit door and safety light on the
eastern facade of the building.

The following renderings, elevations and plans show the proposed changes and new
construction.
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Johanna’s Alley with Proposed Exit Door Location Marked

Location of proposed
recessed emergency
exit door

Proposed exterior paint colors will match the existing paint. The paint colors are
Dovetail Grey (SW 7018) for the brick wall and Medium Bronze for trim.

DESIGN REVIEW:

Design review approval is required prior to the proposed work. The Design Review
Guidelines Manual states:

4.3Exterior Walls: Masonry

A. Preserve Original Masonry and its Visual Qualities.
» Retain masonry features that are important in defining the overall character of
the building.
» Do not remove or obscure masonry elements.

C. Repair and Replace Historic Masonry with In-Kind Materials.



» Repair or replace a masonry feature using masonry units that respect the size,
texture, color, and patterns of the historic material, as well as the mortar joint
size and tooling.

» Repair and repoint only areas where mortar has deteriorated, leaving sound
mortar intact.

» Repair cracks and unsound mortar with new mortar that matched the original
in composition and appearance, including color.

» Rake new mortar joints to match the originals.

Staff Analysis:

While the creation of the recessed emergency exit door requires removal of a portion
of the exterior masonry wall of the building, the applicant proposes to minimize the
impact on the exterior wall, and will match the existing wall with new masonry used
to create the recessed entry, and will paint that masonry to match the existing
building.

4.10 Storefronts

E. Meet Code Requirements for Accessibility in a Manner that Has Minimal Impact on
the Character-Defining Features of a Storefront.

» Install additional means of access in a way that is reversable and that does not
compromise the historic storefront design.

Staff Analysis:

The purpose of the proposed project is to meet code requirements for accessibility. In
doing so, the establishment of this access point on an alley where similar exits exist
for other buildings is consistent with the Design Review Guidelines. The proposed
entry addition will have a minimal impact on the storefront.

4.11 Paint

A. Maintain and Repair Historically Painted Surfaces.
» Do not paint unpainted masonry walls unless insensitive past repairs have
negatively affected the visual qualities of the masonry.

B. Select a Compatible Color Scheme.
» Choose colors that are appropriate to the architectural style and compliment the
building and its surroundings. QOverly bright and obtrusive colors are not
appropriate.

Staff Analysis:

The proposed paint colors are Dovetail Grey (SW 7018) for the existing brick wall and
Medium Bronze for trim. These colors match the existing building paint, and are
consistent with the Design Review Guidelines




III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of this request.

All proposed changes are consistent with the City of Sumter Historic Preservation
Design Review guidelines and are compatible with the existing building design.

IV. DRAFT MOTION

1) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board approve HP-20-24 in
accordance with the materials, photographs, and construction details
submitted and referenced in the Staff Report based on compliance with Design
Review Guidelines.

2) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board deny HP-20-24

3) I move that the City of Sumter Design Review Board enter an alternative
motion.

V. DESIGN REVIEW BOARD - NOVEMBER 19, 2020
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