
Historic Preservation Design Review 
 

June 25, 2020 
 
 
HP-20-10, 234 Church St. (City) 
 
I. THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: Joan Lease-Clark 

Status of the Applicant: Property Owner 
 

Request: Design Review for installation of a new porch railing and 
construction of a section of 6 ft. tall chain link fencing 
 

Location: 234 Church St.. 
 

Present Use/Zoning: Residential / PO 
 

Tax Map Reference: 228-05-01-043 
 

Adjacent Property Land 
Use and Zoning: 

North –Doctors Office/ Professional Office (PO) 
South – Residential / Professional Office (PO) 
East –   Residential / Professional Office (PO) 
West – Residential / R-6 

 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
234 Church St., shown in the photograph 
to the right, is a single-family residential 
structure with frontage on Church Street. 
 
The applicant is requesting design 
approval for the installation of a new 
wooden front porch railing and the 
construction of a segment of 6 ft. tall chain 
link fencing in the front yard. 
 
Architectural/Historic Context: 
 
Based upon the Sumter County 
Assessor’s Record Property Card, the 
home was constructed circa 1900 and was 
subsequently renovated around 1980. The 
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home has elements of Vernacular Victorian style, and is characterized by its wooden 
siding, cross gable roof, pedimented entrance, and molded windows. It is a 
contributing structure to the fabric of the Hampton Park Historic district based on 
age and architectural detail.  
 
Scope of Work: 
 
The applicant intends to perform the following work on the subject property: 
 

1. Installation of painted wooden porch railings on the front elevation. 
2. Construction of 6 ft. tall black coated chain link fence along the front portion 

of the southern property line. 
 
Design review approval is required prior to making these proposed alterations. 
 
Design Review: 
 
The Design Review Guidelines Manual states: 
 
4.9 Porches 
 

B. Replace Deteriorated or Missing Porch Elements and Materials In-Kind 
 Replace deteriorated or missing features with materials compatible with the 

original in size and shape, detail and dimension, color and texture. 
 Replace missing porch railings and balusters with traditional designs with 

traditional dimensions 
 

Staff Analysis: 
Archival photographic evidence from the 
1985 Historical Resources Survey indicates 
that the subject property’s front porch was 
previously enclosed, and featured a front 
metal awning, and wooden railing on its flat 
roof to create the appearance of a second 
story balcony. These features were not 
original to the home and were added during 
the 1980 remodel of the structure. At some 
point after the Historical resource survey, 
the screening, awning, and porch roof 
railings were removed, resulting in the 
current porch configuration. 
 
Currently, due to the height of the front porch, the lack of railing or enclosure is a 
safety concern. The applicant intends to install white wooden porch railing on the 
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front porch in order to safely enclose it. The design of the balusters will match those 
found on the second story rear balcony, shown in the photo to the right, and will be 
painted white to match the existing balusters. 
 
Historic preservation guidelines for porch balusters and 
railings call for traditional designs and materials that 
are compatible with the character of the house. As the 
proposed element recreates an element already present 
in the home, the guidelines support its inclusion. 
 
5.2 Fences and Walls 
 
Fences and walls delineate property boundaries, as well 
as distinguish private from public outdoor space. In 
Hampton Park, front yards are traditionally open to the 
street, with a fence enclosing the backyard for privacy.  
 

B. Choose New Fencing that Enhances the 
Architecture of the Building. 

 
 Select a fence design that relates to the style 

and character of the building. 
 Use traditional materials to build new fences or use appropriate 

contemporary materials with a traditional appearance. 
 Limit front yard fencing to open designs, such as painted wood picket or 

simple wrought iron fencing that will not obscure views of the building from 
the street. 

 Avoid incompatible fencing - such as wood plank, split rail, vinyl, solid 
brick, or chain link fences – along prominent, visible property lines. 

 Use ivy, vines, or other plant materials to cover or screen chain link fences. 
 Do not exceed fence heights of 4 feet on the front property line and 6 feet on 

side and rear yards. 
 
Staff Analysis 
The applicant’s proposed fencing design is a 6 ft. tall black chain link fence that will 
run along the southern property line from the front plane of the house to the sidewalk, 
in the area shown in the photo and aerial graphic on the following page. 
 
The fencing will run parallel to the sections of wooden fencing on the adjacent 
property at 232 Church St. and will terminate at the existing 6 ft. tall wooden privacy 
fence that encloses the subject property’s rear yard. 
 

Above: Archival photo of the property’s 
rear porch railing 
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Above: Image depicting location of proposed fence;  
Below: Aerial graphic detailing the proposed chain link fencing location 

 

 
 
Fences within the Hampton Park Historic District are traditionally constructed of 
wood, stone, or masonry. The proposed black chain link fencing material is not in 
keeping with the character of the house, and is designated as incompatible in front 
yards by the Historic Preservation Design Review Guidelines. In addition, the 
proposed height of the fencing exceeds the four-foot recommended height guideline 
for fencing located in the front yard area.  
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In the alternative, a 4 ft. tall black extruded aluminum simulated wrought iron fence, 
4 ft. tall wooden picket fence or 4 ft tall white vinyl picket fence would be appropriate 
for achieving delineation between the two properties. 
 
III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommendation is as follows: 
 

1) Staff recommends approval of the porch railing.  
 
The proposed front porch rail addition replicates an element found elsewhere 
on the dwelling and is in keeping with the style of the dwelling and historic 
preservation guidelines,  
 

2) Staff recommends denial of the proposed 6 ft. tall black vinyl dipped chain 
link fencing. 
 
The proposed fencing fails to meet location, material and height guidelines for 
fencing within the Hampton Park Design Review District. In the alternative, 
a 4 ft. tall black extruded aluminum simulated wrought iron fence, 4 ft. tall 
wooden picket fence, or 4 ft tall white vinyl picket fence would be appropriate 
for achieving delineation between the two properties. 

 
IV. DRAFT MOTION 
 

1) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee 
approve the proposed Porch Railing  portion of HP-20-06, but deny the chain 
link fencing portion of the request in accordance with the materials, 
photographs, construction details submitted and staff recommendation 
referenced in the Staff Report. Additionally, I move  that the Committee 
approves of either a 4 ft. tall black extruded aluminum simulated wrought iron 
fence, 4 ft. tall wooden picket fence or 4 ft tall white vinyl picket fence in place 
of the proposed 6 ft. tall chain-link fence, based on compliance with Design 
Review Guidelines 
 

2) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee deny 
HP-20-05 

 
3) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee enter 

an alternative motion. 
 
V.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION – JUNE 25, 2020 
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