
Historic Preservation Design Review 
 

June 25, 2020 
 
HP-20-07, 100 W. Liberty St. (City) 
 
I. THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: Chris Hawkins 

 
Status of the Applicant: Authorized Agent for property owner 

 
Request: Design Review approval for removal of existing 

canopy and installation of new metal sloped 
canopy 
 

Location: 100 W. Liberty St. 
 

Present Use/Zoning: Vacant / CBD 
 

Tax Map Reference: 228-13-03-003 
 

Adjacent Property Land Use and 
Zoning:  

North – Commercial/ GC 
South – Vacant /GC 
East –   Commercial/CBD 
West – Commercial/ GC 

II. BACKGROUND 
 
The subject property, shown in 
the photo to the right, is a 
vacant commercial property 
located at 100 W. Liberty St., at 
the intersection of W. Liberty 
St. and S. Sumter St. 
 
The applicant is requesting 
historic district design review 
approval to remove the existing 
front canopy and replace it with 
a new slanted metal canopy. 
 
Additional photos of the subject 
property are shown on the 
following page. 
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Above: View of the eastern elevation of the structure from S. Sumter St.;  
Below: View of the rear elevation of the structure from S. Sumter St. 

 

 
 
Architectural/Historic Context: 
 
Based on the Sumter County Tax Assessor’s records, the commercial structure on 
the site was constructed in 1960. It is a single-story commercial structure, with 
elements of mid-century modern architectural style.  It is not from the period of 
significance for the Sumter Downtown Historic District.  The site was last used as a 
realtor’s office.  The proposed renovations are in order to accommodate an incoming 
medical office use.  Approval was granted by the Sumter Historic Preservation 
Design Review Board earlier in 2020 to install a side emergency door (HP-20-02). 
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Scope of Work: 
 
The applicant intends to perform the following work on the subject property: 
 

1. Removal of existing canopy 
2. Installation of new slanted aluminum canopy in a dark bronze finish, with 

8 x 8-inch columns and metal fascia. 
 
An image of the existing canopy to be removed and an image depicting the design 
plan for the replacement canopy are shown below. 
 

 
 

Above: Existing Canopy to be removed 
 

 
 

above: Elevations of the slanted replacement canopy 
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Design Review: 
 
The Design Review Guidelines Manual states: 
 
4.10 Storefronts 
 

D. Consider a simplified or contemporary interpretation of a traditional 
storefront where the historic storefront is missing or no evidence of it exists  

 Use compatible materials that are in keeping with the style of the 
building  
 Avoid creating a false historical appearance by introducing 
architectural elements where the previously never existed  

 
Staff Analysis: 
The subject property was developed at a later time than the period of significance 
for Sumter’s downtown.  As a result, the property is one of the few structures in the 
downtown district that employs elements of the mid-century modern design.  
Historic preservation guidelines in this instance advocate making alterations that 
are in keeping with the period of the building, rather than attempting to directly 
borrow elements from earlier commercial storefronts found elsewhere in the 
district. 
 
The existing canopy element featured on the front façade is a flat, minimalistic, 
geometric design that is consistent with mid-century modern design.  Currently, 
this canopy is in a state of disrepair, with warped columns and portions of damaged 
ceiling. 
  
The applicant proposes to remove this element and install a new dark bronze sloped 
metal canopy with metal fascia and new 8 x 8-inch columns.  While sloped canopies 
are not as prevalent as flat canopies in the mid-century modern style, the proposed 
design and material are still compatible with the character of the building.  
Incorporating the proposed changes will afford the structure an appearance that is 
still period appropriate, while also increasing compatibility with the traditional 
downtown commercial form found elsewhere in the district. 
 
III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this request. The elements of the structure being 
removed are in poor condition, and the replacement canopy is compatible with the 
period and design of the structure. 
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IV. DRAFT MOTION 
 

1. I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee 
approve HP-20-07 in accordance with the specifications and photographs 
submitted as a part of this request and based on compliance with Design 
Review Guidelines. 
 

2. I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee 
deny HP-20-07 
 

3. I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee 
enter an alternative motion. 

 
V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION – MARCH 26, 2020 
 
The scheduled March 26, 2020 Historic Preservation Design Review Board meeting 
was postponed by order of City Council, in keeping with Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines related to the COVID-19 virus. 
 
VI.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION – JUNE 25, 2020 
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