
Historic Preservation Design Review 
 

June 25, 2020 
 
 
HP-20-08, 10 S. Main St. (City) 
 
I. THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: R. Scott Bell 

 
Status of the Applicant: Project Architect 

 
Request: Design Review approval for rear elevation renovations. 

 
Location: 10 S. Main St. 

 
Present Use/Zoning: Commercial / CBD 

 
Tax Map Reference: 228-13-07-015 

 
Adjacent Property  
Land Use and  
Zoning: 

North – Sumter Original Brewery / CBD 
South – Vacant Building / CBD 
East –   S. Main St. / CBD 
West – Pedestrian Alley & Liberty Center / CBD 

 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
10 S. Main St., (front elevation shown in the 
photograph to the right), was most recently used 
by Standard Music and as storage space. Long 
term plans for the building include use of the 
rear of the facility as storage space for product 
from the adjacent brewery.  The storefront and 
second floor uses are undetermined at this time. 
 
The Applicant is requesting design review 
approval to make alterations to the rear (alley-
facing) elevation of the building in order to 
provide improved access to the space for large 
items, and to make cosmetic changes including 
new paint and removal of abandoned utility 
conduits. 
 
 
 



2 

Historic Context 
 
Based upon the Sumter County Assessor’s 
Record, the building was constructed in 
1910, however a structure existed on this 
site as early as 1889 based upon Sanborn 
maps. The earliest photo of the building, 
shown to the right was from the 1900s. 
Based upon archival photos, by 1959, the 
upper façade had been altered to include 
covering of the six (6) second story windows 
and brickwork. By 1985 when the first 
Downtown historic resources survey was 
undertaken, all historic character had been 
removed or covered over and the structure 
was deemed to not be contributing to the 
National Register Historic District. 
 
In the early 1900s, prior to façade 
alterations, the building was a good 
architectural example of the Main Street 
Commercial Form. This architectural style 
was popular from 1875 to around 1940. 
Main Street Commercial Buildings feature ground level storefronts with large display 
windows to showcase goods to consumers. Upper stories usually functioned as living space 
for the shop owner or as storage. The building plan is generally rectangular with a 
symmetrical façade. Roofs are typically flat with a parapet. Entrances are commonly 
glazed doors with transoms flanked by large storefront windows to display goods 
surmounted by transoms. Windows on upper floors are typically double-hung sash 
windows. Construction materials are commonly brick, wood, stucco, and cast metal. 
Decorative wood, brick or metal cornices, patterned or corbelled brickwork and sign bands 
are not uncommon, 
 
In 2018, following design review approval, the site’s previous owner conducted some 
facade restorations which included removal of an awning and demolition of portions of the 
previous facade that were not considered historic. 
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Site Photos: 
 

  

Rear building (alley) elevation 
 

North side door (proposed for replacement with 8x10 
ft coil-up door and new 3x7 ft metal door) 

  

  
View of pedestrian and service alley  

from south 

 
South side door (proposed for replacement  

with new 3x7 ft metal door. 
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Scope of Work: 
 
It is the Applicant’s intent to complete rear elevation renovations to the building, which 
faces an existing alley.  Renovations include adjustments to doors, removal of abandoned 
utility conduit, and repainting. 
 
Based upon the submitted architectural elevation/rendering, the following is proposed: 
 

1) Install new 8x10’ coil-up door 
 

2) Replace existing north side door with new painted 3x7’ hollow metal door and shift 
door location to accommodate new coil-up door; 

 
3) Replace existing south side door with new painted 3x7’ hollow metal door; 

 
4) Remove existing abandoned sprinkler lines; 

 
5) Remove existing abandoned downspout; 

 
6) Remove existing exposed electrical conduit; 

 
7) Repaint existing windows, trim, bars, and sills; 

 
8) Paint brick walls; 

 
Below, a building elevation shows the scope of proposed renovations. 
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The proposed colors are shown below. Renwick Beige will be the wall color. Fairfax Brown 
will be the door color, and Classical White will be the window, trim, bar, and sill color. 

 

     
 
Design review approval is required prior to the proposed work. 
 
The Design Review Guidelines Manual states: 
 
4.3 Exterior Walls: Masonry 
 
Exterior masonry walls exist in both the commercial and residential historic district. 
Masonry materials include brick, stone, concrete, stucco, and terracotta. Brick is the most 
common masonry material used in Sumter and is used primarily for exterior walls, 
foundations, and chimneys. Some exterior masonry walls are solid brick, while others are 
brick veneer, consisting of a single brick course over a wood frame structural system. In 
both cases, the brick exterior wall surface, and their associated bond patterns and textures, 
define the appearance and character of the building. Masonry elements can also be used to 
create decorative details and textures, such as corbelled brick patterns and inlays or belt 
courses. 
 
The color and texture of masonry is an important defining feature, as is the mortar that 
bonds the masonry units. Mortar for most historic buildings is composed of a mixture of 
lime and sand, which allows for expansion and contraction of the mortar joint in hot and 
cold weather. In most cases, the use of modern Portland cement is not appropriate for 
historic buildings, as it is stronger than traditional historic mortars and does not allow for 
joint expansion or contraction. It is common for houses and commercial buildings in the 
historic districts to feature a flush or concave mortar joints. 
 
A. Preserve Original Masonry and its Visual Qualities. 
 
 Retain masonry features that are important in defining the overall character of the 

building. 
 Do not remove or obscure masonry elements. 
 Do not paint unpainted masonry. Exceptions to this include masonry walls that have 

a patchwork appearance from extensive replacement or rebuilding. 
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Staff Analysis: 
The proposed project meets the above standards. The brickwork on the rear elevation 
of the site has been previously painted, and removal of abandoned non-historic utility 
elements, including abandoned electrical and sprinkler conduits and downspouts will 
result in better visibility of the masonry itself. 

 
4.8 Doors 
 
Doors provide attractive, welcoming entrances to interior spaces.  Like windows, they reflect 
the architectural style of a building and are important elements of architectural character. 
 
C. Add New Door Openings in a Manner that Minimizes Impact on Historic Features and 

Subtly Distinguishes Them from Historic Doors. 
 
 Select an inconspicuous location for new door openings, such as the rear or side 

elevations not visible from the street. 
 Use clear glass for doors on the primary and readily visible secondary facades.  

Tinted glass may only be used on rear or side elevations not visible from the street 
 Decorative or stained glass is only appropriate if there is evidence that this feature 

existed historically 
 Modern wood, fiberglass, or steel doors may be appropriate on rear or side elevations 

that are not visible from the street. 
 

Staff Analysis:  
The proposed adjustments to the door configuration meet the above standard. The 
proposed work is in the rear alley of the building, an inconspicuous area not 
immediately visible from the street. The alley is, by nature, intended to support non-
public building access and use for bringing deliveries into the building. 

 
4.11 Paint 
 
B. Select a Compatible Color Scheme. 
 
 Choose colors that are appropriate to the architectural style and complement the 

building and its surroundings. Overly bright and obtrusive colors are not 
appropriate. 

 Consider an original color scheme based on paint analysis or research. 
 
C. Use Paint Color to Accentuate Exterior Details. 
 
 Use muted or dark colors for the walls of a building. 
 Use lighter colors to highlight trim and architectural ornamentation. 
 Paint window sash and frames a contrasting color than the walls to provide contrast 

and depth to window openings. 
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 Limit the paint scheme to three or four colors: one roof color, one wall color, on trim 
color, and one accent color. 

 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed color scheme meets the above standards. The colors selected are in 
keeping with the overall architectural style of the area and the paint selected is 
limited to one (1) wall color, one (1) trim color, and one (1) door color. 

 
III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this request. The overall proposal is compatible with 
established guidelines and is based upon photographic record from the structure’s period 
of significance. 
 
IV. DRAFT MOTION 
 
1.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee approve 

HP-20-08 in accordance with the materials, photographs, and construction details 
submitted and referenced in the Staff Report based on compliance with Design 
Review Guidelines. 

 
2.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee deny HP-

20-08. 
 
3.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee enter an 

alternative motion. 
 

V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION – MARCH 26, 2020 
 
The scheduled March 26, 2020 Historic Preservation Design Review Committee meeting 
was postponed by order of City Council, in the keeping with Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines related to the COVID-19 virus. 
 
VI. HISTORIC PRESERVATION – JUNE 25, 2020 
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