
   Historic Preservation Design Review 
 

February 27, 2020 

 

HP-20-02, 100 W. Liberty St. (City)   

 

I.  THE REQUEST 

 

Applicant: Chris Hawkins 

 

Status of the Applicant: Authorized Agent for property owner 

 

Request: Design Review approval for installation of an 

emergency exit door.  

 

Location: 100 W. Liberty St. 

 

Present Use/Zoning: Vacant/ CBD 

 

Tax Map Reference: 228-13-03-003 

 

Adjacent Property Land Use and 

Zoning:  

North – Commercial/ GC 

South – Vacant /GC 

East –   Commercial/CBD 

West – Commercial/ GC 

 

 

II.   BACKGROUND 

 

The subject property, shown in the 

photo to the right, is a vacant 

commercial property located at 100 W. 

Liberty St., at the intersection of W. 

Liberty St. and S. Sumter St. 

 

The applicant is requesting historic 

district design review approval to install 

an emergency exit door on the eastern 

portion of the structure along S. Sumter 

St., which will accompany new interior 

renovations to accommodate two new 

tenants.  

 

This work is required in order to comply 

with required building and life safety 

code.  

 



Additional photos of the subject property are shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above: View of the eastern elevation of the structure from S. Sumter St.; 

Below: View of the rear elevation of the structure from S. Sumter St. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Context 

 

According to the Sumter County Tax Assessor Property Cards, the structure on the site 

was constructed in 1960.  It is a single-story commercial structure, with mid-century 

modern architectural style. It is not from the period of significance for the Sumter 

Downtown Historic District. The site was last used as a realtor’s office. The proposed 

renovations are in order to accommodate an incoming medical office use.  



Scope of Work  

 

The proposed project will include the following exterior alterations to the S. Sumter 

frontage of the subject property.  

 

Installation of Emergency Fire Door:  

 

• Installation of door unit on the eastern portion of the building façade, along the S. 

Sumter St. frontage  

 

Plans for the proposed door location are shown below.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Design Review Guidelines Manual states: 

 

3.2 Visibility and Level of Review 

 

In addition to the identification of character defining-building components, it is important 

to understand the role that visibility plays in determining the application of the design 

guidelines. As the goal of the design review process is to preserve the visual qualities that 

give a district its historic character, the areas of a building that are highly visible from the 

public right-of-way are the most important. The highest level of preservation with the least 

amount of change is the best approach for these areas. In the Downtown Historic District, 

where adjacent buildings for solid “street walls,” this highly sensitive area may be limited 

to the front of the building. In the cases of corner buildings or freestanding buildings, such 

as larger institutional buildings or residences, this area may extend to the sides and rear of 

a building, as well. Areas along the sides and rear of a building, depending on their 



location and surrounding buildings, may not be as highly visible as the front and are, 

therefore, secondary in their importance. These less visible, secondary areas allow for 

greater flexibility in their treatment. The level of sensitivity will also depend on the 

building’s overall significance, architectural style, and level of detailing. 

 

Staff Analysis:  

The property at 100 W. Liberty St. is a 

corner lot, with frontage along W. Liberty 

St., and S. Sumter St. Due to the pattern of 

development for the site, both frontages are 

highly visible from the adjacent right of way.  

 

Due to the proposed interior configuration of 

the building, the emergency access door is 

required on the eastern façade. It is not 

possible to install landscaping to shield view 

of the door since the building in constructed 

up to the S. Sumter St. property line, 

abutting a public sidewalk.  

 

4.8 Doors 

 

Doors provide attractive, welcoming entrances to interior spaces. Like windows, they reflect 

the architectural style of a building and are important elements of architectural character. 

Residential doors are characterized by wood panels and in some cases, glass panes. The 

arrangement of panels and panes will differ depending on the style of the door. Main 

entrances tend to feature decorative elements, such as sidelights, transoms, fanlights, and 

milled surrounds. It is common for commercial doors to have more glazing, often with a 

single glass pane and sometimes raised wood panels.  

 

C. Add new door openings in a manner that minimizes impact on historic features and 

subtly distinguishes them from historic doors. 

 

➢ Select and inconspicuous location for new door openings, such as the rear or side 

elevations not visible from the street.  

➢ Use clear glass for doors on the primary and readily visible secondary facades. 

Tinted glass may only be uses on rear or side elevations not visible from the street.  

➢ Decorative or stained glass is only appropriate if there is evidence that this feature 

existed historically.  

➢ Modern wood, fiberglass, or steel doors may be appropriate on rear or side elevations 

not visible from the street. 

 

 

 

 



Staff Analysis:  

Historic Preservation guidelines 

typically advocate the utilization of 

more traditional materials for doors 

on highly visible portions of a 

structure. 

 

The submitted design for the door is a 

standard metal emergency exit door, 

painted dark bronze, as shown in the 

images to the right.  

 

Due to the lack of screening or 

landscaping, the proposed door 

location will be highly visible from 

right of way along S. Sumter St. For 

such a location, HP guidelines would 

normally call for a higher quality of 

design. However, this minimalist approach 

is in keeping the with the modern 

architecture of the building.  

 

In this instance, a storefront style approach is not 

appropriate. Additionally, the material and 

design of this emergency side door are dictated by 

safety and building code. 

 

The door’s installation will not result in the 

removal of any architecturally or historically 

significant features.  

 

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends approval of this request. The work is required by emergency code, and 

the structure itself is not architecturally or historically significant.    

  

IV. DRAFT MOTION 

 

1.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee approve 

HP-20-02 in accordance with the specifications and photographs submitted as a part 

of this request and based on compliance with Design Review Guidelines. 

 

2.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee deny HP-

20-02 

 

Above: Proposed door design 
Below: Proposed “Dark Bronze” aluminum finish 



3.) I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee enter an 

alternative motion. 

 

V.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION – FEBRUARY 27, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


