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 Below we have listed just a few festivals and events for the year.  Check
TrackYourAdventure.com for what is happening in Sumter, SC.

January-Happy New Year! Check website for events
February- Eduro Race at Manchester- Poinsett State Park, YPS 
Annual Chili Cook Off
March-Kite and Bike Rodeo Dillon Park
April-Sumter County Museum Backcountry,  Festival on the Avenue, 
Puddin’ Festival Turbeville, Sumter County Museum Potter’s Raid 
Symposium & Exhibit, Earth Day Swan Lake Iris Gardens
May-Iris Festival Swan Lake Iris Gardens,  Springtime in the 
Backcountry, Black Cowboy Festival Rembert, Derby Day Race, 
Downtown Microbrew Festival
June-Movies-Opera House, Palmetto Pro Circuit Women’s 25k at 
PTC, 4th Fridays on Main, Downtown Market begins
July-Happy 4th of July!  4th Fridays on Main, USTA Zonal Team 
Champion National Level 2 Junior Event and Chuck Kriese’s Total 
Tennis Training at PTC
August-Back to School Bash, 4th Fridays on Main, Downtown 
Market
September-Sumter Fair, Fall Feast, 4th Fridays on Main,
Backyard Jamboree
October-Cotton Festival Bishopville,  County Fair-State Fair, 
Sumter County Museum Back Country, Art in the Park, Fall for the 
Arts, USTA ITA Southeast Regional Championships, Mayor’s Rally 
for the Cure at PTC
November-Carolina Backcountry Oyster Roast, PTC-Sumter Junior 
Challenger State Level 4 Junior Event, Sip &Stroll
December-Poinsettia Festival, Fantasy of Lights, Boykin Christmas 
Parade, Carolina Backcountry Christmas
                   

Track Your Adventure 
The adventure begins with you!

2015
The Sumter Convention and Visitors Bureau welcomes you to Track Your 
Adventure. We are challenging you to explore 22 unique sites in Sumter, 

South Carolina.  Each adventure is a little different but 
enjoyable to say the least.  From history to nature to fast on 

four wheels, the adventure begins today. 

Grab your passport and get moving.
                               

Passport Tracking Rules 

Passports are distributed at each participating location.  Please look on 
last page for locations.   Once you collect your passport, explore through 
the pages and see what part of Sumter, South Carolina you would like to 
visit. Some locations are seasonal, please make sure the location is open 
by checking websites or by calling  for more information.  Once arriving 
at your destination enjoy the moment.  Look around and take in the area.  
Some adventures are physical while others are a part of history.  Please 
keep in mind that each location is unique for one reason or another, 
therefore show respect to each destination.  If the location has specific 
hours a person will be able to stamp your passport on the proper page.  
If the location does not have specific hours for stamping please log on to 
TrackYourAdventure.com for more details.  Once the passport is 
complete with your 22 stamps bring the passport back to Swan Lake 
Visitors Center at 822 West Liberty Street to receive completion signature 
and a prize.  The first 1000 completed passports will receive a special 
reward!  One prize per participant. Check out TrackYourAdventure.com  
and post a picture. Write a caption  on your location and show your latest 
stamp.    

Listing of  Festivals and Events



Swan Lake Iris Gardens
                Located in the heart of Sumter, South Carolina Swan
              Lake Iris Gardens will bring you back to the world of 
fairy tales.  Swan Lake is home to all 8 swan species from around 
the world, and of course the collection includes the fairy tale 
Mute Swan.  Dream of days strolling through the gardens, picnics 
in the park, and family gatherings. Catch a glimpse of a magical 
wedding happening on the grounds.  Swan Lake Iris Gardens 
is a place to relax, unwind and enjoy life!  Every May celebrate 
Memorial Day weekend at our Iris Festival.  The Iris Festival is 
FREE and celebrates its collection of over 120 varieties of Iris. If 
you wish to purchase Iris, the festival is the only time Swan Lake 
Irises are on sale. Mark your calendar for this spectacular event.
When the seasons change and Jack Frost comes nipping at your 
nose make sure to explore Swan Lake Iris Gardens Fantasy of 
Lights display. Opening ceremony is December 1st  and the 
holiday cheer will continue until the 31st of December.  Visit 
                                                          our website for more details on 
                                                          fun in Sumter!                                                     

Address
822 West Liberty Street

Sumter, SC 29150
803-436-2640

             Time to cool off in the summer heat!  Sumter has 4 spray 
           parks with an additional one on its way in 2015!  Plan a 
day splashing around with friends and family at any one of the 
locations below.  This is a great way to get some fresh air, a cool 
splash and summer sun!  Bring a picnic lunch and make a day 
of it out in the great outdoors. Make sure to bring sunscreen 
and a towel  because you’ll have a “Real Cool” summer playing 
at Sumter’s Spray Parks.  Spray Parks are open May-September. 
Grab your passport and get stamped at Birnie Hope Center or 
North Hope Center.  Locations are listed below.    

Spray Parks x 4

STAMP 
HERE

 Addresses
*Birnie Hope Park

210 South Purdy Street
803-436-2645

Crosswell Park
Corner of Lafayette (US 15)

and Yeadon

*North Hope Park
904 North Main Street

803-436-2691

South Sumter Park
Corner of

South Sumter Street
and Atlantic Street

TrackYourAdventure.com TrackYourAdventure.com

STAMP 
HERE
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SA quatics Center umter Opera House
              Built in the 1800s, the Sumter Opera House was once the 
              establishment to celebrate the art of opera, dances, stage 
shows, receptions and more! Sadly the original Opera House was 
lost in  the fire of 1892.   Reconstruction  began within months 
after the devastating fire. Through hard work and dedication we 
have the historic beauty that stands before us today.  Today the 
Opera House is  the heart of downtown Sumter.   The bottom floor 
                                                of the Opera House is where the fun 
                                                begins.  Check for event listing on the 
                                                website SumterOperaHouse.com. The 
                                                 calendar keeps you center stage for fun
                                                 and excitement in Sumter.  Check into
                                                the concerts, plays, comedy shows, 
                                                 musicals  and even summer movies.
                                                Get your stamp, it’s showtime!                                         

Address
21 North Main Street

Sumter, SC 29150
803-436-2616

SumterOperaHouse.com

STAMP 
HERE

                        Grab your swim trunks and goggles, then slide into 
summer at the City of Sumter Aquatics Center.  The Aquatics 
Center is the place to be on those HOT summer days!  Get those 
legs kicking while doing laps, practice for the TriSumter Triathlon 
or maybe try out for the city swim team!   Want to learn to swim 
or become a lifeguard? Red Cross certified instructors are on staff 
to get you trained and in the water.  Open Memorial Day weekend 
Tuesday - Sunday.  Join the fun on Friday nights for family night or 
rent the pool for a private party on Saturday evenings. 
The fun is endless!

STAMP 
HERE

Hours
Open Swim

Tues-Fri Noon - 5:00pm
Saturday 11:00am - 6:00pm

Sunday 2:00pm - 6:00pm

Lap Swim 6:30am - 8:00am
Swim Team & School Groups 

8:00am - 11:30am
Swim Lessions & Other Activities

5:00pm - 8:00pm
Friday Night Fun Night

7:00pm - 10:00pm
 

Address
1115 South Lafayette Drive

Sumter, SC 29150
803-774-3998
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W illard Farms

Address
1120 South Brick Church Rd

Gable, SC  29051
Market 803-495-8802

803-938-2814
Facebook/Willard Farms

                    Spring is picking time at Willard Farms.  Join the 
fun of strawberry picking in the spring and harvest hayrides in 
the fall!  Located right up the road off  HWY 378 heading 
toward the beach.  Phone a friend and  hop in the car. The fun 
is about to begin.  Try the delicious strawberries perfect for 
homemade jams and jellies, this adventure is good ole’ fashion 
fun!  Picking season for strawberries begins in April.  If you are 
not the canning type well you’re in luck, try out the fantastic 
market that has jellies, jams, gift and more!  The markets grill 
is heated up and ready to serve the most talked about burgers in 
Sumter County. Come have lunch and see for yourself  what the 
buzz is all about.  
Dare the harvest moon in September when Willard Farms 
plans hayrides, a corn maze, pumpkin picking and maybe even 
a fright! Plan a party, school field trip 
or an outing; Willard Farms will serve 
you up a good time!  Check for time 
schedule and stamp your passport
Spring and Fall y’all!

Sumter County Museum

Address
122 North Washington Street

Sumter, SC 29150
803-775-0908

sumtercountymuseum.org

                Step back in time and explore the history of Sumter 
                at the Sumter County Museum. This Edwardian Mansion 
was built in 1916 and became the Museum in 1972.  The museum 
exhibits an array of educational information including the unique 
Carolina Backcountry.  Travel back to the days of the settlers and 
see how to cook over an open fire, use a brick oven and see the 
blacksmith hard at work.  The Backcountry is an adventure you do 
not want to miss.  The “living history” presentation is held every 
Spring, Fall and Christmas season.  The County Museum also 
hosts a Shrimp Feast in the Spring and an Oyster Roast in the Fall. 
Check website for more details.

Hours
Thursday - Saturday

10:00am- 5:00pm
Admission fee applies

STAMP 
HERE STAMP 

HERE



                       Visit Susan Simpson while she makes her 
beautiful one-of-a-kind homemade brooms.  The broom 
shop is a restored Settlers’ home that dates back to the 1740s.  
Ms. Susan bought her antique machinery on a whim and has 
taught herself this timeless trade.  Watch the antique machinery 
come to life and produce a work of art. Visitors from all over 
the world travel to Boykin to view this unique experience.  
Make sure to get your passport stamped for this adventure!

room Place in BoykinB

Store Hours
Tuesday-Friday
10:30am - 5pm

Saturday
10:30am-2pm

Closed Holidays

***ON A SIDE NOTE AND WELL WORTH A VISIT***
 Visit McCaskill Farm 377 Cantey Lane Rembert, SC 29128

803-432-9537 or visit OldMcCaskillFarm.com

Address
82 Boykin Mill Road
Rembert, SC 29128

803-425-0933

TrackYourAdventure.com
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The Sumter County Cultural Center
            The Sumter County Cultural Center is located in the  
           heart of Sumter Historic District.  Home to Patriot Hall, 
Sumter Little Theatre and the Sumter County Gallery of Art, 
this journey tracks you to the center of  the arts!  Whether a 
play , a concert,  or a gallery opening, this adventure brings a 
cultural experience you will not forget. Come out and see the 
beauty of Sumter!

Patriot Hall
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm

135 Haynsworth Street
Sumter, SC 29150

803-436-2260

Sumter County Gallery of Art
Tuesday-Saturday 11am-5pm

200 Hasel Street
Sumter, SC 29150

803-773-0263

Sumter Little Theatre
14 Mood Avenue
Sumter, SC 29150

803-775-2150 Address
Sumter County Cultural Center

135 Haynsworth Street
Sumter, SC 29150

803-436-2260

STAMP 
HERE

STAMP 
HERE



        Time to hit the track racing at Sumter Speedway. 
Sumter Speedway started as an old cow pasture in 1956 on 
the outskirts of Sumter County. The track was such a big hit 
it moved to the current location in 1957 and has been racing 
since. This track has been graced with such legends as Ralph 
Earnhardt, David Pearson, Ned Jarrett, Doug Yates, Richard 
Petty, Lee Petty, Junior Johnson, Rex White and Buck Baker. 
Classes that race include Extreme 4, Stock 4, Stock V8, Super 
Street, and Late Models. Special events include V8 Sprints 
and Monster Minis. Think you have a need for speed? 
You can become a driver. Check out Sumter Speedway on 
Facebook for racing details.   Get your passport stamped, it’s 
racing time!   

umter SpeedwayS

Address
3150 Wedgefield Road

Sumter, SC 29154
www.sumterspeedway.com

803-481-2650

Racing Schedule
April - August every Saturday

Gates open 5 pm racing begins at 7 pm

Special Events 
September, October, November

Gates open 3 pm racing begins at 6pm

Pricing varies on race schedule
Active Duty and Retired Military

 with ID FREE in stands

TrackYourAdventure.com TrackYourAdventure.com

W oods Bay State Park
                           Track your adventure to the geological 
formation called the Carolina Bay.  The origin of this 
elliptical area is as unique as the wildlife found in its swampy 
habitat.  Travel the boardwalk to see the depths of nature. 
Keep a close look out and you may spot a Carolina Wren or 
even an alligator with her babies!  Visitors to Woods Bay may 
fish from the boardwalk with a valid SC fishing license, walk 
the nature trails and boardwalk, or rent a canoe to travel the 
one mile trail through a portion of the bay. Some visitors 
picnic and even discover geocaching at the park.  Check out 
Geocaching.com, put in Olanta, SC 29114 for Woods Bay 
location and navigate to the geocache box. Download the 
geocaching app for other locations in Sumter.

STAMP 
HERE

Hours
Year Round  9am-6pm

Address
11020 Woods Bay Road

Olanta, SC 29114
843-569-4445

STAMP 
HERE
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S
             Pack’s Landing is the headquarters for fishing and 
hunting on Lake Marion.  Located on the edge of Sumter 
County, Pack’s Landing is the go to for an outdoor adventure.  
What better way to explore the wild than a guided tour with 
these boys.   Pack’s Landing offers hunting guides as well as 
sight-seeing tours.  Photographers, bird watchers, and nature 
seekers all visit the area for its pure beauty.  If fishing, hunting 
and guided tours are not enough for you then take a walk  on 
The Palmetto Trail.  The Palmetto Trail is South Carolina’s 
premier cross-state trail for hiking, backpacking, cycling,
                                                           mountain biking, camping  
                                                           and other active outdoor  
                                                           activities. The trail provides 
                                                          350 miles of passages across 
                                                          14 counties.   Grab your 
                                                          passport and hike some of the
                                                          trail here at Pack’s Landing!
                                                         

Private Tours 
call

803- 773-0327
for Trolley Schedule

visit website
Sumtertrolleytours.com

info@sumtertrolleytours.com

umter Trolley Tours
              Travel in style with Sumter Trolley Tours.  This unique     
            adventure will be one to remember.  Sumter Trolley 
Tours was established in 2012 by Mr. and Mrs. Addison. Ms. 
Carletha had a vision of restoring this old time trolley and 
bringing it back to life!  Once the old  time trolley was shined 
up to perfection the Addisons began planning tours to show 
off their beautiful hometown. Some tour sites include: Black 
River, Sumter Proper including 
Downtown Sumter and a 
Kings Highway Tour.  If a 
tour is not something you 
desire then you can schedule 
private events to include 
weddings, reunions, field 
trips and more!  Leave the driving to the  professionals and 
enjoy the view. Sumter Trolley Tours is here for you!  Call  for
                                                     more pricing details or visit the  
                                                    website for more information.
                                                    Remember  to get your stamp 
                                                    when you see “Rebecca” the 
                                                    trolley in your area!
                                                         
       

Pack’s Landing & The Palmetto Trail

Address
9890 Pack’s Landing Road

Rimini, SC 29125
803-452-5514

Packslanding.com

Palmetto Trail Information
PalmettoConservation.org

STAMP 
HERE

STAMP 
HERE



illford PlantationM                            Take an adventure back in time to the glory 
             of the South.  Millford Plantation is the finest example of 
Greek Revival architecture in America.   Journey to the 
moments of sipping fine tea while enjoying the majestic views 
of this grand estate.  This Southern gem is worth exploring,  the  
only surviving plantation that was not burned to the ground 
in Potter’s Raid. Open to the public on the first Saturday of the 
month except January and open every Saturday in April.  Visit 
this plantation and see a part of history. 

Hours
Gates Open 9:30 am
Gates Close 3:00 pm

1st Saturday
each month 

CLOSED January
Open every

Saturday in April

Guided Tours
by appointment 

call 803-452-6194 
Time slots below

10am, 11am, Noon and 1pm
Admission fee applies 
for general admission

Show Military ID for discount.

 7320 Millford Plantation Road    Pinewood, SC 29125
803-452-6194 visit website for group tour information

 at Classicalamericanhomes.org

STAMP 
HERE
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Skate Sumter

TrackYourAdventure.com

Hours and Locations
Sumter Skate Park

Broad Street Extension 
next to Shaw AFB
7:30 am until dusk

Gamecock on Wheels
1290  Wilson Hall Road

Call for hours of operation
803-469-8535

Skate Station
45 Old Manning Road

Sumter, SC  29150
Call for hours of operation

803-481-7655

                Grab your skateboard and  pads to catch some air.  
               Sumter Skate Park opens at 7:30 am and closes at 
dusk.  Try a Tailslide, an Ollie or dare an Inward Heel Flip this 
adventure is up to you. Sumter Skate Park is located next to 
Shaw Air Force Base on Broad Street Extension.  Check out 
the park and dare to fly.  If skating at the park is too wild try 
checking out Sumter’s skating rinks. Gamecock on Wheels is 
located on Wilson Hall Road and Skate Station is on Old 
Manning Road, both skating rinks have fun for the entire 
family.  Plan a party, church event, or even a squadron 
function.  Go out and move to the 
music. What is better then rolling 
in some fun and exercise!  
Make sure to get your Skate 
Sumter stamp at either 
skating rinks listed. 

STAMP 
HERE



                  Take in the fresh air, grab your kites and run like the 
wind!  Dillon Park is one of Sumter County’s largest parks.  With 
six adult softball fields and several soccer fields  there is something 
for the entire family.  Bring the family and take a walk on the mile 
long walking track or have a picnic by the playground. Get out and 
get moving!  Dillon Park is also the park for our four-legged friends.  
In 2015 Dillon Park will have Sumter’s first “off the leash” dog park 
area.  Check website for events taking place at this fantastic park. 
Stamping location for this adventure is  Crystal Lake Golf Course 
                                                             which is located just behind Dillon
                                                             Park.  Crystal Lakes Golf Course is
                                                             owned by Sumter County and is 
                                                             here for your enjoyment.  If you 
                                                             are a beginner or a professional 
                                                            golfer check out this location. Try
                                                            a round of golf or hit a few on the  
driving range.  Need some pointers?  Ask the Pros for a tip or two 
to help your game.  If your stomach starts rumbling and you need a 
break ,visit the snack bar to refuel for more on this adventure!

Dillon Park & Crystal Lakes Golf Course

TrackYourAdventure.com

TrackYourAdventure.com

Hours and Locations
Dillon Park

1210 Clara Louise Kellogg Drive
7:30 am - Dusk

Crystal Lake Golf Course
1305 Clare Louise Kellogg Drive

Sumter, SC 29153
803-775-1902

Crystallakesgolf.com

STAMP 
HERE

STAMP 
HERE

The Military Museum
         Sammy Way is proud to present a breathtaking display of 
veterans who have served the United States Military.  Reflect on 
over 4000 individual photos on display. Listen to Sammy as he 
presents memorable moments from this collection of military 
history past and present. The battles are relived in our minds 
as we view each uniform, each medal received, and each article 
displayed.  The museum began in 2008 and has been thriving 
since.  This adventure is one that will fill your heart with honor 
and make you proud to live in the USA! Feel the presence of 
each hero on display. Your passport will not be complete 
without  your Military Museum adventure. 

Hours and Location
Sunday 2pm - 4pm

Call 803-436-2640
for tour information

129 South Harvin Street
Suite 2

Sumter, SC 29150
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Manchester State Forest P almetto Tennis Center

Hours 
Monday-Friday

8:30am - 9:00pm
Saturday

8:30am - 6:00pm
Sunday

1:00pm - 9:00pm

Closed
Inclement Weather &

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter 
 

Address
400 Theatre Drive
Sumter, SC 29150

803-774-3969

PalmettoTennisCenter.com
Facebook/PalmettoTennisCenter

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday

8am-12:30pm  1pm-4pm

Forest Hours
Dawn - Dusk

Pistol Range Hours
Saturday

8:30am-4:30pm
Sunday

1pm-5pm
803-494-4885

Address
Manchester State Forest
6740 Headquarters Road

Wedgefield, SC 29168
803-494-8196

             String up those racquets and get playing!  24 
state-of-the-art courts are waiting for you.  Three on-site 
certified tennis pros offer private and group lessons.  The 
Performance Training Center enjoys teaching the youth 
from 5-18 years old.  If you need some extra practice rent 
one of the ball machines to fine tune your skills!  Gather 
your friends and see if this sport for life is for you!  Enjoy 
a match or watch one of the exciting tournaments; the 
ball is in your court!  

STAMP 
HERE

STAMP 
HERE

                             Time to take in some fresh air at Manchester 
State Forest. The forest is approximately 28,675 acres and is the 
place to explore the great outdoors.  If you are into mountain 
biking, trail riding, OHV,  fishing, hunting or you just need to 
practice at the rifle and pistol range, this adventure is for you!  
Check website for details on what is happening throughout the 
year and what license or permits you will need for this outdoor 
adventure!
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Riley Park
                          Come out to Riley Park and see where the fast 
                                pitches are flying, the boys are sliding and the 
sound “Strike Three” rings in your ears!  Home to the American 
Legion P-15s, USC Sumter Fire Ants and Morris College Hornets.  
If your adventure is baseball then we are stamping up some fun 
for the entire family.  Riley Park opened in 1934 and has been 
recently renovated into a spectacular venue.  Overhead fans 
are one addition to keep the fans cool when the action heats up.  
Riley Park can fit 2,000 spectators in this professional quality 
stadium seating.  Come out and support your favorite team. 

Poinsett State Park
                                                       Track your adventure out in                  
                                                            the wild at Poinsett State Park.  
                                                             Mountain bike, hike the trails,
                                                            or catch some fish; there is fun
                                                            for the entire family.  Open all 
                                                            year round and just outside 
                                                            city limits.  Visit the great out-
doors while still close to the city!  The 1,000 acre park features 
beautiful cabins, campground sites, rentable paddle boats, 
paddle boards, and even a facility to host functions.  This state 
park has adventure at your finger tips.  Get your passport 
stamped and make sure to ask a park ranger about the State 
Park Ultimate Outsider Guide.  Poinsett State Park is located 
on HWY 261.  Visit he website TrackYourAdventure.com for 
more details.

Address
Poinsett State Park

6660 Poinsett Park Road
Wedgefield, SC 29168

803-494-8177

Park Hours 
9am-Dark

Office Hours 
Every day 11am-noon and 4pm-5pm

Rangers are on patrol
when not in office.

STAMP 
HERE
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Information 
and websites

American Legion P15s
www.Sumterpost15.com

USC Sumter Fire Ants
www.uscsumter.edu

Morris College Hornets
www.morris.edu

Address
Riley Park

655 North Church Street
Sumter, SC 29150
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Lenoir Store Thomas Sumter Memorial Park
                   The Lenoir Store is a family owned general store and 
post office built in 1869.  This old time general store brings you 
back to the time of penny candies and socializing while picking up  
food for the family.  The old wooden floor creaks with history and 
the store still to this day has a penny scale.  Pennies are  placed by 
the scale if you wish to venture a weigh in.  The post office is still 
functioning to this date.  Think back to the time when mail was 
retrieved by a hook from the passing train!  Listen and try to hear 
the whistle of the train in the distance.  The Lenoir Store still is an 
active post office that sells postcards, stamps and more!  Put down 
the smart phone and  stop the life of instant message. Write a note 
to a love one and post in the mail like we did back in the day.  This 
adventure is one for the parents to remember and for the children 
to experience.

STAMP 
HERE

STAMP 
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Address
3240 Horatio Road
Horatio, SC 29062

803-499-4023

Store Hours
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

Saturday 8am - noon
Post Office Hours

Monday - Friday 10am - 2pm
Saturday 8am - 10am

            Thomas Sumter Memorial Park  is a visit to respect the 
burial site of  General Thomas Sumter.  Thomas Sumter was a 
soldier in the Colony of Virginia militia plus a brigadier general 
in the South Carolina militia during the American War of 
Independence. After the United States gained independence, he 
was elected to the United States House of Representatives and to 
the United States Senate, where he served from 1801-1810. 
Thomas Sumter was nicknamed 
the “Carolina Gamecock” for 
both his fierce fighting style 
and his attack on British 
soldiers after they burned 
down his house during 
the Revolution.  Visit this 
park for a quiet reflection on
the man after which we named 
our city!

Park Hours
Dawn - Dusk

Location
33° 59.227N, 80° 31.066W. 
Follow markers located on 

HWY 378 ,HWY 261, Hwy 521
Stateburg, SC 

Call
803-436-2640

for  more information


