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Figure 3.2
Environmental Issues
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2010-2040 Long Range Transportation Plan

Environmental Justice
Environmental  justice  is  a  movement  intended  to  avoid  the  use  of
federal funds for projects, programs, or other activities that generate
disproportionate or discriminatory adverse impacts on minority or
low-income population.  This effort is consistent with Title IV of the
1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  and  is  promoted  by  the  U.S.  Department  of
Transportation (USDOT) as an integral part of the long-range
transportation planning process, as well as individual project
planning and design.  The environmental justice assessment
incorporated in this LRTP update was based on three basic
principles, derived from guidance issued by the USDOT:

The planning process should avoid, minimize, or mitigate
environmental impacts (including economic, social, and human
health impacts) that affect minority and low-income populations
with disproportionate severity.

Transportation benefits should not be delayed, reduced, or
denied to minority and low-income populations.

Any community potentially affected by outcomes of the
transportation planning process should be provided with the
opportunity for complete and equitable participation in
decision-making.

As  part  of  this  transportation  plan  update,  2010  Census  and  2011
American Community Survey data were used to identify the
geographic distribution of minority (non-white), Hispanic, and low-
income populations, so positive and negative effects of various
transportation investments in the transportation plan could be
assessed.  This information is depicted on Figures 3.4, 3.5, and 3.6.

Figure 3.4 depicts the minority population in the SUATS study area.
This figure indicates that there is a large minority population in the
SUATS MPO area.  In fact, the population of Sumter County is
divided almost 50/50 between minority and non-minority residents.
When compared with other counties in South Carolina, Sumter
County has the 14th highest percentage of minority population with
51.8% (according to the 2010 Census).  The racial makeup of Sumter
County is compared with South Carolina and the United States in
Table 3.1 and Figure 3.7.

Figure 3.5 depicts the Hispanic population in the SUATS area.  As is
shown in the figure, the Hispanic population is slightly lower than
the statewide average.  Census data for Sumter County indicates that
3.3% of the county population is Hispanic. However, the Hispanic
population is the fastest growing population cohort in Sumter
County.

Figure 3.6 depicts the percentage of the population in the SUATS
area that is below the poverty line.  The figure indicates that the
portions of the study area with the greatest percentage of population
below the poverty level are in East Sumter, with other areas located
near Shaw Air Force Base.

While it is nearly impossible to construct infrastructure without
impacts, it is through careful planning and early consideration that
the SUATS Long Range Transportation Plan intends to manage impacts to
communities effectively.  Rather than an ad hoc approach to
environmental justice planning, this transportation plan identified
sensitive communities early in the process.  Early identification
allows for an assessment of the existing transportation plan and
influenced the selection and alignment of future transportation
improvements.

Figure 3.7 Minority Population Composition
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Table 3.1 Minority Population Comparison

Category United
States

South
Carolina

Sumter
County

White alone 223,553,265 3,060,000 51,825
Black or African American alone 38,929,319 1,290,684 50,414
American Indian and Alaska
Native alone

2,932,248 19,524 389

Asian alone 14,674,252 59,051 1,188
Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander alone 540,013 2,706 99

Some Other Race alone 19,107,368 113,464 1,511
Two or More Races 9,009,073 79,935 2,030

Total 308,745,538 4,625,364 107,456
% Minority Population 27.6% 33.8% 51.8%
Source:  2010 United States Census
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Figure 3.4
Percent Minority Population

Percent Minority Population
by Census Block
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Notes:
- Data shown at the block level based on the
2010 Census.
- Percentages shown for each block are based
only on the populations in each block. That is, a
block with fewer people may reveal a higher
percentage of minorities despite having fewer
minorities overall.
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Figure 3.5
Percent Hispanic Population

Percent Hispanic Population
by Census Block
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Notes:
- Data shown at the block level based on the
2010 Census.
- Percentages shown for each block are based
only on the populations in each block. That is, a
block with fewer people may reveal higher a
percentage of Hispanics despite having fewer
Hispanics overall.



Shaw AFB £¤76

£¤76 £¤76

£¤15

£¤15

£¤521

£¤521

£¤521

£¤378
£¤378

£¤378

")120

")763

")763

")261

")261

")441

")441

N
0 1 20.5

Miles

2010 - 2040

Figure 3.6
Percent Low-Income Population

Percent Low-Income Population
by Census Tract
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Street
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Notes:
- Data shown at the Census tract level based on
the 2011 American Community Survey.
- Percentages shown for each Census tract are
based only on the populations in each Census
tract. That is, a Census tract with fewer people
may reveal a higher percentage of low-income
residents despite having a smaller low-income
population overall.




