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A p p e n d i x  A :  P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p  M a p s

The Shot Pouch Creek spans  approximately 4 miles, connecting 
Dillon Park to Greenswamp Road.  Along the way, it bisects Sumter’s 
neighborhoods, commercial corridors, and public parks.  It might not 
look like much today, but it has tremendous potential.  Great places 
have great vision.  The Master Plan for the Shot Pouch Creek envisions 
this natural greenway as a viable community amenity, designed to 
connect neighborhoods, encourage recreational walking and biking, 
and as a catalyst for new niche neighborhood commercial development 
nodes.  In essence, this plan sees a linear park serving as a “spine” for 
greater connectivity in Sumter.  Think of all the stops along Shot Pouch:  
Dillon Park, North Pike, Broad Street, the YMCA, Guignard Drive, Swan 
Lake, Second Mill fishing hole, and the Greenswamp bridge.  The Shot 
Pouch can be a sustainable central artery for the community - one 
that does not require the use of a car!  Dozens and dozens of Sumter’s 
neighborhoods lie in close proximity and could be easily connected to 
the greenway.

On the following pages, the Master Plan proposes the concept, 
challenges, phases, and opportunities offered by the Shot Pouch Creek 
Greenway.  We encourage citizen feedback.  In fact, public participation 
will be a key to the success of this project.

Please contact Claudia Rainey at the Sumter City-County Planning 
Department 774-1660 or at crainey@sumter-sc.com.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   P r o j e c t  P u r p o s e
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :   V i s i o n  &  G o a l s

The pr imary goals  of  this  project  are  to provide Sumter  with a  Master 
Plan for  a  greenway system, and to create a  connected network 
between the pr imary amenit ies  of  the community  (Downtown, 
Swan Lake,  Palmetto Park,  Di l lon Park,  L iberty,  Guignard and Broad 
Streets ,  etc . )  and this  greenway.   The v is ion is  to  be determined 
through publ ic  part ic ipatory design process.   The ult imate goal  of 
the process  is  to  make possible  many scenarios  through creat ion 
of  a  greenway:   famil ies  r id ing their  b icycles  on Saturday to get  ice 
cream, profess ionals  r id ing their  b icycles  to  work,   the ent ire  Sumter 
community  becoming more act ive and more act ively  engaged with the 
natural  world.

K E Y

C o m m e r c i a l  N o d e

T r a n s i t  N o d e

P r o p o s e d  B o a r d w a l k
E x i s t i n g  P a t h
P r o p o s e d  P a t h
P r o p o s e d  F e n c e
C o n n e c t i o n  t o 
N e i g h b o r h o o d  o r  R o a d

Right :   The overal l 
concept  for  connect ing 
exist ing spaces  to 
create a  Greenway 
system is  as  shown.  
Commercial  Nodes 
are intended to be 
pedestr ian-fr iendly 
retai l  environments 
that  intersect  both the 
Greenway and major 
corr idors  such as 
Broad Street.  
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Existing greenways in the Carolinas were researched for this project to help guide the overall 
design, budgeting, and implementation strategies for Sumter’s Shotpouch Greenway.  Case 
studies help determine how other places have addressed such issues as land acquisition, 
funding, security, maintenance and public input.  Connectivity and the interaction between the 
greenway and adjacent commercial or residential uses is also examined in these case studies.  
	

Ya d k i n  R i v e r  G r e e n w ay
Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC

T h r e e  R i v e r s  G r e e n w ay
Metro Columbia, SC

S w a m p  R a b b i t  Tra i l
Metro Greenville, SC

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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Ya d k i n  R i v e r  G r e e n w ay
Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC

The parking area is  v is ib le  from the main 
road,  above ,  as  is  the greenway s ign,  r ight .  
Good branding ,  v isual  connect iv ity  and 
s ignage are important  components  for 
attract ing greenway users.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s

Below :   S igns 
explaining rules  and trai l 
et iquette are placed al l  a long the 
greenway.

The Yadkin River Greenway begins in North 
Wilkesboro, NC, and follows the river 
southwest towards Lenoir, NC.  This greenway 
is not yet complete, but the portion staff 
visited left a good impression.  The Yadkin River 
eventually joins with other streams to form the 
Great Pee Dee River.  
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Ya d k i n  R i v e r  G r e e n w ay
Wilkes & Catawba Counties, NC

Below :  There are a  few 
access  points  a long the 
r iver,  such as  the “beach” 
below  which is  d iscovered 
after  fol lowing a  smal l 
path.

Above :  
A  br idge connects  the 
greenway to a  local 
bal l f ie ld.   Providing 
physical  connect iv ity  to 
amenit ies  such as  this 
is  very  important. 

Above :   Local  Boy and Gir l 
Scout  groups,  garden c lubs 
and master  gardeners 
provided plants ,  handmade 
birdhouses,  benches,  and 
windchimes along the 
greenway.  

Below :   This  country 
store is  located next 
to  the parking area, 
providing amenit ies 
for  the greenway users 
as  wel l  as  foot  traff ic 
for  the store.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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T h r e e  R i v e r s  G r e e n w ay
Metro Columbia, SC

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s

The Three Rivers Greenway links portions of Columbia, West Columbia and Cayce, 
SC, and extends more than 8 miles through the metro Columbia area.  The Broad, 
Saluda and Congaree Rivers converge in the center of this area, and the greenway 
crosses and provides access to all three.  One of the most interesting points about 
this greenway is the impact it has had on adjacent development:  in several locations 
high-end residential development has followed the greenway installation.  In one 
location, million-dollar residences overlook the greenway and are built on an old 
landfill site.  The greenway system has provided many opportunities for 
neighborhood revitalization in the Columbia area.  

Left :   A  ful l  parking lot  at 
West  Columbia Riverwalk 
on a  weekday morning.

Right :  The architecture of 
the restroom faci l i t ies  is 
speci f ical ly  designed to 
emulate histor ic  sty les 
common to the area.  
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T h r e e  R i v e r s  G r e e n w ay
Metro Columbia, SC

A map,  le f t ,  of  the Three Rivers 
Greenway system at  present.   A  non-
prof it ,  intergovernmental  organizat ion 
was created to manage the greenway.  
Publ ic  input,  or  “dreamcatching ”, 
revealed immense interest  in  providing 
environmental ly  sensit ive access  to  the 
r ivers .

Left  and above :   V iews 
of  the c i ty  and 
architectural  features 
such as  old  br idges  add 
v isual  and histor ical 
interest  a long the 
greenway. 
 

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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T h r e e  R i v e r s  G r e e n w ay
Metro Columbia, SC

Right :   Path 
going beneath 
a  br idge 
overpass.    

Left :   Residents  of  a 
nearby condominium 
were concerned about 
pr ivacy,  so a  trel l is 
covered path was 
constructed.   A  locked 
gate provides  them with 
access.

Right  and below :   Recent 
res identia l  development 
that  is  bui l t  on an old 
landf i l l  s i te,  over looking 
the greenway.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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T h r e e  R i v e r s  G r e e n w ay
Metro Columbia, SC

Above and below :  
Stunning v iews of  the r iver  and a 
nicely  designed publ ic  space begin 
the greenway at  the Divers ion Dam 
port ion.  

Above and left :   The 
Cayce port ion of  the 
greenway is  shaded and 
s i ts  on a  high bluff  with 
beauti ful  v iews of 
the r iver  and the old 
ra i l road trel l is .

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s



12

S w a m p  R a b b i t  Tra i l 
Greenville, SC

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s

Greenville has been diligently strategizing to revitalize their city for many years now.  In the 
late 1970s they implemented a new trail system in Cleveland Park, and since then several 
trail networks have been built throughout the city, the most recent being the Hincapie Path, 
which was completed in summer of 2008.  The trails extend beyond the city in several 
directions, linking nearby communities and rural county areas to the urban area.  The most 
dramatic and exciting aspect of this trail network is Falls Park, completed in 2004, which 
features gorgeous views of a waterfall from a pedestrian bridge that crosses what was once a 
kudzu-entwined, littered wasteland.  

Downtown revital izat ion began 
in  the 1970’s ,  when landscape 
architect  Lawrence Halpr in 
redesigned Main Street.   Many new 
architectural  addit ions  have 
contr ibuted to the energy and 
v ita l i ty  of  downtown Greenvi l le  in 
recent  years.  
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S w a m p  R a b b i t  Tra i l 
Greenville, SC

The Chi ldren’s  Garden 
features  a  ra inbow 
garden,  a lphabet 
garden,  nat ive plants , 
sculptures  and many 
interact ive e lements  for 
chi ldren.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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S w a m p  R a b b i t  Tra i l 
Greenville, SC

None of  the trai ls  in  Greenvi l le  are  l ighted –  i t  was 
decided that  l ight ing would provide a  fa lse  sense of 
secur ity.   The trai ls  remain open from dawn to dusk.  
Publ ic  service announcements  teach the community 
about  rules  and et iquette a long the trai ls .   So far,  no 
cr imes have been reported along the greenway i tsel f, 
a l though there have been a  few car  break- ins  at  some 
of  the more remote parking areas.   The c i ty  is  in  the 
process  of  instal l ing  mi le  markers  and navigat ion 
s igns  at  this  t ime.  Pol ice  are a  presence in  the Central 
Business  Distr ict  and in  Fal ls  Park,  as  wel l  as  on some 
of  the trai ls  (on bicycles) .  

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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S w a m p  R a b b i t  Tra i l 
Greenville, SC

Hospital i ty  taxes  have funded most  of  the Swamp 
Rabbit  Trai l .   The c i ty  has  a lso issued bonds to cover 
some of  the costs .  The local  hospital  system has 
g iven money in  return for  market ing and naming 
r ights  a long the trai ls ,  and local  businesses  can also 
“buy ” port ions  of  the greenway and advert ise  within 
certain  parameters  in  those areas.   Greenvi l le  staff 
recommended conduct ing a  feasibi l i ty  study at  the 
beginning of  the planning process,  to  determine the 
cost  of  the proposed greenway.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C a s e  S t u d i e s
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y

Research indicates that women, particularly, often feel unsafe in public spaces such as parks.  
Older citizens, those with physical disabilities, and children are also less likely to feel safe in 
an urban open space environment.  Urban greenways are criticized because they are linear 
in form, often with only single-route connections.  The principle of prospect and refuge 
is very important to consider with regard to design of such public open spaces.  Prospect 
refers to the ability to clearly see one’s surroundings, and refuge is the ability to reach safety.  
Greenway design, therefore, must address the following with regard to safety and security.

Users  must  be placed in  a  posit ion of  control , 
where they can c lear ly  see how to avoid and 
escape potentia l ly  dangerous places.   Awareness  of 
connect ions and routes  to  safe  places  are the keys  to 
attaining this  goal .

In  the photograph to the r ight ,  a  pedestr ian has 
prospect  ( the point  in  the distance to which they are 
heading)  and refuge (the open area to the left ) .   This 
photo was taken at  the Columbia Riverwalk.  
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Park design is  just  one of  four  important  cr i ter ia  to  the safety  of 
a  publ ic  space,  a long with c i t izen involvement,  programming and 
maintenance,  and enforcement. 

Left ,  A  secur ity  guard stat ioned along the West  Columbia port ion 
of  the Three Rivers  Greenway.   A  fence in  the background separates 
the greenway from residentia l  areas.   Pr ivacy and secur ity  for 
neighborhoods adjacent  to  greenways is  cr i t ical ly  important.

A publ ic  space must  be designed with a  high level  of  imageabi l i ty:  
that  is ,  c lear ly  v is ib le  entrances,  a  sense of  openness  within 
the space,  and a  lack of  h idden or  secluded spaces.   S igns  of 
ant isocia l  behavior  such as  graff i t i ,  t rash,  broken bott les  and drug 
paraphernal ia  need to be kept  under  control  within the space.  

Left ,  Perception of  environmental  hazards  wi l l  decrease the feel ing 
of  secur ity  about  c leanl iness,  which can hinder  use of  a  publ ic 
space.   This  is  at   Shotpouch Creek,  between Mil ler  and Broad 
Streets  in  Sumter.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y
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A lack of  route choices,  which is  often inherent  to  a  l inear  design 
such as  a  greenway,  can result  in  predictable  movement patterns, 
which is  an unsafe s i tuat ion.   Therefore,  the greater  the connect iv ity 
to  surrounding roads,  neighborhoods and distr icts ,  the safer  the 
path i tsel f  wi l l  be.   L ikewise,  providing these connect ions wi l l  g ive 
pol ice  and ‘pass ive pol ice’  (c i t izens  and passersby)  greater  access 
and v is ibi l i ty  to  the greenway,  which wi l l  enhance i ts  safety.

Above left ,  This  path along the Greenvi l le  Greenway leads into 
an enclosed wooded area.   Many users  are not  comfortable  with 
enter ing such an environment for  safety  reasons.   The path above 
left  is  adjacent  to  the Chi ldren’s  Garden,  le f t .   The presence of 
parents  at  a  chi ldren’s  playground or  play area is  one of  the best 
forms of  ‘pass ive pol ic ing ’.   Parents  act  as  hawks,  surveying the 
environment careful ly  for  dangers.   P lac ing a  parking area next  to 
a  playground is  one of  the best  ways to  prevent  car  break- ins  and 
other  cr imes,  for  this  reason.    

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y
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Homeless  people can present  a  problem in  publ ic  parks  and open 
spaces.   The best  way to control  this  issue is  through enforcement, 
minimiz ing hidden spaces  and shelter ing environments.   Stat ist ical ly, 
cr ime rates  do not  increase s ignif icant ly  with the presence of 
homeless  people.   However,  their  presence can cause discomfort  for 
other  greenway users.

The concept  of  prospect ,  as  mentioned before,  inc ludes the abi l i ty 
to  recognize strangers  and to v isual ly  survey the environment 
around oneself.   Freedom of  movement is  important  to  the concept 
of  refuge,  g iv ing a  person the abi l i ty  to  avoid isolated places  and 
escape threatening or  annoying socia l  encounters.   Even within the 
l inear  context  of  a  greenway,  i t  i s  poss ible  to  design the space to 
achieve these goals .  

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y
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Light ing is  important  to  a  greenway only  i f  the space is  designed to 
be used at  night.   Otherwise,  i t  can actual ly  encourage people to 
venture into a  space that  may not  be safe.   I f  l ight ing is  to  be used, 
i t  should be designed with an even,  consistent  level ,  and should 
avoid br ight  spots  and pools  of  shadow.  A person should be able  to 
recognize another  person’s  face at  a  distance of  approximately  80 
feet ,  for  l ight ing to  be effect ive and safe.   I f  the decis ion is  made 
to not  l ight  a  space,  this  should be c lear ly  communicated through 
s ignage.  

L ight  poles  or  s ignage can also be numbered so that  a  person cal l ing 
from a cel l  phone can state the number they are c losest  to  a long the 
greenway.  This  reference system can be coordinated with dispatch 
so that  emergency personnel  can easi ly  reach a  g iven locat ion.   The 
numbering system can also designate distance travel led,  which aids 
in  navigabi l i ty. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y
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Signage is  important  for  providing navigabi l i ty.   The awareness  of 
a  person’s  re lat ionship to  their  surroundings  is  paramount to  their 
sense of  secur ity.   S igns  and maps should c lear ly  show locat ion along 
the greenway,  where ass istance is  avai lable,  and provide landmarks 
to  help the user  navigate.   Branding is  another  important  e lement - 
note the logo on the r ight  s ide of  this  s ign for  Greenvi l le ’s  Greenway 
System.    

The s ingle  biggest  factor  in  increasing safety  in  any publ ic  space 
is  use.   The more the greenway is  used,  the safer  i t  wi l l  be for 
everyone on i t .   Therefore,  i t  i s  cr i t ical  to  provide good anchors, 
or  amenit ies  a long the greenway.   These anchors  generate act iv ity 
a long the greenway,  and in  turn benef it  themselves  from increased 
act iv ity.   I t  i s  a  win-win s i tuat ion for  both s ides.   Left ,  the proximity 
of  this  path to downtown Columbia is  probably  the reason i t  i s  so 
crowded in  the middle  of  a  weekday.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :   S a f e t y  &  S e c u r i t y
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :   B e n e f i t s

Aside from the obvious health benefits offered by providing a recreational space to a cross-
section of the city, the proposed greenway also provides many other secondary benefits.  
First, it will provide foot traffic to several proposed “neighborhood nodes” that will benefit 
from pedestrian activity.  This commercial aspect is important not only to the economy of 
those businesses and to Sumter at-large, but also increases use along the greenway.  Second, 
the greenway provides an alternate route for many people to get to work, particularly if 
they are employed on any of the following major corridors in the city:  Pike Road, Broad St, 
Wise Drive, Guignard Drive, Miller Road, Alice Drive and Liberty Street.  This will benefit not 
only those people who currently do not have access to a car, but also the many people who 
appreciate the health, environmental and economic benefits of walking or cycling to work.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :   C o n n e c t i v i t y

Connectivity is a critical component of any trail network.  A path that leads nowhere does 
not encourage any sort of use.  The greater the access to a greenway, the more intensive the 
use will be.  Likewise, the greater the activity in any public space, the safer and more secure 
it will be.  Therefore, it is of paramount importance that a greenway be well connected to 
the surrounding urban fabric.  Physical connectivity in Sumter suffers because of a lack of 
sidewalks and walkable spaces.  Numerous curb cuts and vast expanses of parking in front of 
businesses discourage a walkable environment along many of the city’s priority commercial 
corridors.  Visually, the connectivity in Sumter suffers for the same reasons.  

Left:  This path connects to a park within a neighborhood in Mt. Pleasant, SC.  Connectivity is 
very beneficial within neighborhoods as well as in more urban areas, for providing access to 
green spaces.   

Pedestr ians  prefer  not  to  walk  in  deadened spaces, 
except  by necess ity.   Providing better  connect iv ity 
and dest inat ions within the c i ty  wi l l  encourage 
everyone to walk  more,  for  recreat ion and health 
benef its  as  wel l  as  to  reach employment,  shopping , 
etc .   This  enhanced connect iv ity  not  only  promotes 
a  more healthful  l i festyle,  i t  a lso creates  a  more 
sustainable  environment that  decreases  rel iance upon 
vehicular  travel .  
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :   P u b l i c  I n p u t

This draft plan provides a framework for public participation to streamline a specific vision.
An extensive public participation process will help  identify community members and 
stakeholders critical in the planning process.  Public process is the key to creating a public 
greenway that serves the needs of the entire community.
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Large areas  of  Sumter  County 
are e ither  wetlands,  f loodplain 
or  s imply  have poor  soi l 
condit ions  that  make tradit ional 
development di f f icult  or,  in 
some cases,  impossible.   These 
areas  were mapped and explored 
using GIS,  to  identi fy  regions 
that  were developed before 
current  understanding of  such 
environmental ly  sensit ive 
habitats  existed.   There are both 
commercial  and res identia l  areas 

that  are impacted by wet  or 
f lood-prone condit ions.   Careful 
redevelopment of  these “over lap” 
areas  can not  only  restore 
previously  damaged habitats ,  but 
can also reduce potentia l  cost  to 
property  owners  through better 
design.  

The focus  area for  this  project  was 
determined using GIS  to  identi fy 
the wetlands and f loodplain 
areas.   These areas  are wel l  suited 
for  greenways and wi l l  provide 
publ ic  access  to  natural  areas, 
a l ternat ive transportat ion opt ions 
and recreat ional  benef its .
The beauti ful  r ipar ian corr idors 
that  weave through Sumter 
wi l l  provide a  natural  l inkage 
through many neighborhoods and 
commercial  areas  in  the c i ty.

A N A LY S I S :  A r e a  o f  F o c u s
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A N A LY S I S :  H i s t o r y 

The canal  that  encompasses 
port ions  of  Shotpouch Creek 
was probably  bui l t  as  the c i ty 
expanded westward in  the 
nineteenth century.   Some 
engineering and fort i f icat ion of 
the canal  system in  Sumter  may 
have been part  of  WPA or  CCC 
projects  dur ing the 1930s as  wel l . 
The map at  r ight  shows some of 
the ear ly  property  owners  in  the 
Sumter  area.  
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A N A LY S I S :  E c o s y s t e m s  a n d  W i l d l i fe 

Many species  of  b irds 
migrate north every year  a long 
the At lant ic  F lyway,  which 
passes  direct ly  over  Sumter 
County.   R ipar ian corr idors  such 
as  Shotpouch Creek serve as 
invaluable  rest ing and feeding 
areas  for  these birds.  

B irds  such as  the Great  Blue Heron, 
below ,  l ive  in  Sumter  year-round and 
ut i l i ze  both natural  and constructed 
wetlands for  f ishing and breeding.  
This  photo was taken at  the pond 
adjacent  to  the trai l  at  Shotpouch 
Creek,  between Broad and Mil ler.

Habitats  such as  the blackwater 
creek,  above ,  are  increasingly 
rare to  f ind in  South Carol ina, 
part icular ly  in  urban areas  such as 
this  one at  Second Mil l  Pond,  near 
L iberty  Street.  Providing access  to 
areas  such as  this  is  essent ia l  for 
c i ty  dwel lers ,  for  learning about 
and experiencing the natural 
world.  
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A N A LY S I S :  S u m t e r  D e m o g ra p h i c s 

Al l  Data based 
on 2000 Census, 
representing the 
populat ion of  the 
City  of  Sumter

AGE RACE

EDUCATION INCOME
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A N A LY S I S :  L a n d  U s e

K E Y

E x i s t i n g  G r e e n  S p a c e s

P r o p o s e d  G r e e n  S p a c e s

R e s i d e n t i a l  A r e a s

C o m m e r c i a l  A r e a s

P r o p o s e d  P a t h s

E x i s t i n g  P a t h s

Land Use in  the Shotpouch Creek area is  a  mixture of  res identia l 
neighborhoods and commercial  corr idors  such as  Broad,  Guignard 
and L iberty  Streets.   The proposed paths  would connect  these 
neighborhoods and commercial  areas,  providing access  to  shopping , 
work and recreat ion areas  for  many of  Sumter ’s  res idents.   The photo, 
above left ,  depicts  an exist ing path that  extends between a  commercial 
use and an apartment complex near  Wise Dr ive.   Improving paths  such 
as  this ,  and connect ing them to amenit ies  and greenspaces,  wi l l  enable 
many res identia l  areas  to  access  the greenway system.



30

A N A LY S I S :  P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p

Property  Ownership a long the proposed 
greenway spaces  is  a  mixture of  c i ty  and 
county-owned exist ing greenspaces,  such 
as  Swan Lake and Di l lon Park,  as  wel l  as 
res identia l  and commercial  parcels  that 
are pr ivately  owned.   Many of  the parcels 
that  comprise the proposed greenway path 
also l ie  in  f loodway,  f loodplain  or  wetland 
condit ions.   In  order  for  this  v is ion to 
succeed,  part ic ipat ion in  the process 
by pr ivate property  owners  is  essent ia l .  
Creat ing publ ic  greenspace wi l l  preserve 
those areas  that  are not  suitable  for  other 
types of  development.   The lefthand map 
shows the ent ire  Shotpouch area with 
green designat ing parcels  a lready owned 
by the c i ty  or  county.    The blue area 
designates  f loodplains  that  impact  those 
parcels .   The r ight-hand map looks  more 
c losely  at  a  speci f ic  area with regards  to 
pr ivate property,  shown in  pink.  

The complete set  of  property  ownership 
maps is  shown in  Appendix  A.



31

 

A N A LY S I S :  F l o o d p l a i n  &  We t l a n d s

Sumter  has  several  creeks  that  f low 
through the c i ty.   Shotpouch Creek is 
the area where the current  proposed 
Greenway is  to  be located.   The map 
to the r ight  shows the var ious types of 
wetland and f loodplain  condit ions  that 
impact  this  area.   Development is  l imited 
in  those areas  shown in  l ight  green 
(wetlands)  or  l ight  blue ( f loodplain) .   The 
darker  blue areas  indicate f loodway zones 
where development is  not  permitted at 
a l l .   Further,  the 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan ( left )  indicates  that  the areas  in 
green are part  of  a  conservat ion distr ict 
that  encourages preservat ion.   The best 
approach for  this  area is  to  ut i l i ze  i t  as 
natural  habitat  and encourage access  by 
the publ ic .
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Sumter  is  a lready blessed with beauti ful  parks  and funct ional 
recreat ional  spaces.   Swan Lake is  exceptional  and draws thousands 
of  people every year  to  enjoy i ts  scenery and wi ldl i fe.   Di l lon Park 
and Palmetto Park are important  green spaces  for  area res idents.  
The newly constructed Shotpouch Creek boardwalk  is  wel l  designed 
and provides  another  access  to  natural  beauty.   However,  the main 
problem with a l l  of  these dest inat ions is  that  they are pr imari ly 
access ible,  at  this  t ime,  by car.   None of  these greenspaces  are easi ly 
accessed on foot  or  bicycle,  unless  one happens to l ive  r ight  next  door 
to  them.  Connect iv ity  is  the major  barr ier  to  making these exist ing 
greenspaces  access ible  to  everyone.

A N A LY S I S :  E x i s t i n g  G r e e n s p a c e s
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A N A LY S I S :  E x i s t i n g  C o n n e c t i v i t y

K E Y

E x i s t i n g  G r e e n  S p a c e s

P r o p o s e d  G r e e n  S p a c e s

R e s i d e n t i a l  A r e a s

C o m m e r c i a l  A r e a s

P r o p o s e d  P a t h s

E x i s t i n g  P a t h s
There are s idewalks  in  many parts 
of  urban Sumter.   However,  many 
of  these s idewalks  suffer  from 
poor  connect iv ity.   Connect iv ity 
with regards  to s idewalks  is 
a  mult i -faceted problem.  An 
overabundance of  curb cuts ,  wide 
street  cross ings  and a  lack of 
maintenance are a l l  factors  in  the 
connect ion problems Sumter  is 
current ly  experiencing.  

K E Y

E x i s t i n g  G r e e n  S p a c e s

P r o p o s e d  G r e e n  S p a c e s

R e s i d e n t i a l  A r e a s

C o m m e r c i a l  A r e a s

E x i s t i n g  S i d e w a l k s
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The proposed greenway wi l l 
cross  two pr imary commercial 
corr idors.   For  these spaces, 
good design is  v i ta l  to  creat ing 
a  v ibrant  node of  act iv i ty.  
Inc idental ly,  both of  these nodes 
are located in  f loodplain  areas, 
where commercial  development 
was implemented a  long t ime 
ago.   In  the past ,  development in 
such areas  was not  restr icted and 
the impact  on f lood management 
was not  c lear ly  understood.   I t  i s 
important  to  address  the needs of 
commercial  users  and at  the same 
t ime create spaces  that  do not 
conf l ict  with the environmental 
needs of  the area.   The two 
commercial  corr idors  identi f ied 
as  major  nodes are Broad Street 
(above r ight )  and Guignard Sreet 
(below r ight ) .   They are noted 
on the map,  le f t ,  as  large orange 
c irc les.  

P R O P O S E D  C O N N E C T I V I T Y:  M a j o r  N o d e s
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P R O P O S E D  C O N N E C T I V I T Y:  M i n o r  I n t e r s e c t i o n s

The smal ler  orange c irc les  in  the map (r ight )  indicate those smal ler 
intersect ions that ,  whi le  they do not  cross  major  commercial  areas, 
st i l l  require  a  safe  cross ing for  pedestr ians.   Areas  such as  L iberty 
Street  in  front  of  Swan Lake (above left )  and Oakland Avenue near 
the cemetery (above r ight )  are  part icular ly  in  need of  safe  pedestr ian 
crosswalks.  
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Having a  wel l  organized transit 
system is  a  cr i t ical  component 
of  a  walkable  environment and 
better  connect iv ity  in  any urban 
area.   The orange c irc les  in  the 
map ( lef t )  are  a l l  points  at  which 
rel iable  transit  service  should 
be provided.   R iders  can place a 
bicycle  on the front  of  the bus,  get 
off  at  one of  the major  commercial 
nodes such as  Broad Street ,  and 
stop at  a  cafe  for  coffee and read 
the newspaper  before heading 
to work downtown.   Having a l l 
these components  avai lable 
makes scenarios  l ike  this  poss ible 
for  creat ing v ibrant  mixed-use 
nodes and a  greenway that  is 
used for  both transportat ion 
and recreat ion.   Ult imately  this 
leads to  an act ive,  walkable  c i ty 
that  does not  re ly  so heavi ly  on 
vehicular  transportat ion.

P R O P O S E D  C O N N E C T I V I T Y:  Tra n s i t
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N

The Greenway Master  Plan for 
Shotpouch Creek encompasses 
the area from Di l lon Park to 
Greenswamp Road.  This  is  a 
vert ical  “spine” that  crosses  many 
of  the c i ty ’s  commercial  corr idors 
and natural  features.   I t  a lso 
l inks  several  exist ing parks,  and 
str ives  to  provide new amenit ies 
that  make recreat ional  excurs ions 
worthwhi le.  

The pr imary goal  of  this  p lan 
is  to  provide a  wide var iety  of 
funct ional  uses  within a  narrow 
space.   As  pointed out  in  the case 
study sect ion,  the more users 
in  a  space,  the safer  and more 
v ibrant  that  space wi l l  be.   I t  i s 
extremely  important  with any 
sort  of  greenway to provide both 
excel lent  connect iv ity  and great 
dest inat ions.   This  master  plan 
attempts  to address  these needs.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   D i l l o n  Pa r k  t o  B r o a d  S t r e e t

Di l lon Park is  a  county fac i l i ty  with a  wetland / 
f loodplain  area that  runs a long the western edge 
of  the park.   When the bypass  and Pike Roads were 
constructed,  the creek that  f lows through this  port ion 
of  Sumter  was undoubtedly  piped underneath them.  
The water  continues above ground after  South Pike 
Road,  where i t  becomes known as  Shotpouch Creek. 

Di l lon Park is  a  very  nice recreat ional  fac i l i ty  with 
soccer  f ie lds,  basebal l  d iamonds,  a  running track and 
a  golf  course.   Unfortunately,  i t  i s  very  disconnected 
from the rest  of  Sumter  by the bypass,  and is  not  wel l 
connected to the neighborhoods immediately  adjacent 
to  the park.    Whi le  the bypass  is  not  a  barr ier  that 
can be removed,  other  strategies  can be employed 
to l ink the park to  Sumter  better,  both v isual ly  and 
physical ly.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   D i l l o n  Pa r k  t o  B r o a d  S t r e e t

A f loodplain  and wetlands map (below left )  indicates 
that  this  area may have some f looding issues  as  wel l .  
The best  use of  f loodway areas  such as  this  (shown in 
orange here )  i s  to  ut i l i ze  them as  open greenspaces.  
The green area indicates  potentia l  wetlands,  which can 
pose di f f icult ies  for  development.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  D i l l o n  Pa r k  t o  B r o a d  S t r e e t

This  path leaving Di l lon Park is  d isconnected because i t  leads into a  conf ined area with poor  v iews (above 
left ) .   The path leads to  a  spartan road with a  poorly  maintained s idewalk  (center )  and is  completely 
disconnected when i t  reaches the overpass,  s ince i t  i s  an unsafe cross ing and does not  appear  to  lead 
anywhere interest ing (r ight ) . 

This  path on the other  s ide of  the bypass  br idge over  Wise Dr ive continues between some duplexes  and a 
retai l  center.   A  wel l -designed interface between these uses  would benef it  a l l  three.  The greenway would 
have more users ,  the retai l  center  would have more customers,  and the res idents  of  the apartments  would 
have access  to  both.   Pr ivacy is  a lso an issue to address  in  areas  where the greenway is  near  homes.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  D i l l o n  Pa r k  t o  B r o a d  S t r e e t

The path continues a long Hi l l iard Street ,  a  quiet  res identia l  area (above left ) .   I t  then turns  and goes through 
a  wooded area (center )  before ending in  the open area next  to  Shotpouch Creek.   I t  i s  c lear  that  this  path was 
meant  to  continue,  but  is  incomplete at  this  t ime.  

This  area is  open and sunny,  with good views in  both direct ions  and a  nice natural  habitat .   A  bench ( lef t 
center )  i s  further  proof  that  this  greenway is  not  a  new idea.   This  port ion of  the proposed greenway ends at 
Dick  Street  br idge (above r ight ) .
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  D i l l o n  Pa r k  t o  B r o a d  S t r e e t

The proposed path continues from Dick Street  to Broad Street.   There is  a  beauti ful  hackberry  and a  stone 
culvert  at  the edge of  the commercial  area at  Broad Street  that  begs  to  be not iced.  

This  part  of  Broad Street  was developed long ago and has  many non-conforming lots  and vacant, 
underut i l i zed spaces.   This  area is  a lso in  the f lood plain  and is  therefore not  suitable  for  anything other  than 
environmental ly  sensit ive redevelopment.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  B r o a d  S t r e e t  N o d e

This  is  an aer ia l  v iew of  the Broad 
Street  Node that  was taken in  2007.  
There are large areas  of  vacant  asphalt 
which discourage pedestr ian use of 
these spaces.   And,  the presence of 
f loodway ( indicated in  orange )  d ictates 
that  no development is  poss ible  within 
that  area,  and discouraged within a 
buffer  surrounding i t .  

The Sumter  County Watershed Planning 
Report  states:  “An example of  an area 
that  could benef it  f rom a walking trai l 
could be Shot  Pouch Branch,  a  creek 
located between Di l lon and Vim Parks 
within the Green Swamp watershed.  
By extending the trai l  a longside the 
r ipar ian areas,  conservat ion efforts  to 
preserve the forested areas  would be 
favorable  to  bike r iders  and pedestr ians 
a l ike by keeping the area in  i ts  natural 
state and keeping users  cool  in  the 
hot  summer months.   I t  would a lso 
preserve this  wi ldl i fe  corr idor  and help 
to  maintain the natural  state of  r ipar ian 
buffers  within an urban sett ing.”
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  B r o a d  S t r e e t  N o d e

Envis ion this  poss ibi l i ty  for 
Broad Street:   A  pedestr ian 
fr iendly  retai l  and dining 
space borders  an interpret ive 
center  that  teaches v is i tors 
about  local  wetland habitats .  
A  miniature representat ion of 
both the Wateree River  and 
Woods Bay are constructed 
to act  as  bioswales  for  the 
water  which is  on s i te,  as 
wel l  as  a  teaching tool  and 
beauti ful  amenity.   A  bus stop 
is  located here,  and a  safe 
cross ing so that  people can 
also enjoy the Shotpouch Creek 
boardwalks,  or  cont inue along 
the greenway.   Trees  and a 
center lane refuge add traff ic 
calming features  to  the area. 
An addit ion such as  this  would 
improve the ent ire  Broad 
Street  corr idor.  

BROAD  ST
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  B r o a d  S t r e e t  N o d e

A potentia l  scenario  of  
redevelopment at  this  node 
addresses  the environmental 
concerns  posed by the 
f loodplain  and f loodway.   Areas 
designated as  f loodway ( in 
orange )  are  not  suitable  for 
development at  a l l .   Pass ive 
recreat ion such as  walking 
paths  are permiss ible  i f 
constructed of  pervious 
mater ia ls ,  in  this  case a 
combinat ion of  pervious 
pavement and wooden decking 
(noted by  the hatched areas ) .  
Development in  the f loodplain 
area ( l ight  b lue )  i s  permiss ible 
with careful  structural  design 
to address  potentia l  f loods.  
Parking is  located outs ide 
of  the f loodplain  as  much as 
poss ible.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  B r o a d  S t r e e t  N o d e

This  park in  China (above )has 
a  s imi lar  appearance to the 
constructed wetlands proposed for 
Broad Street ’s  node.    Reed Creek 
Nature Park (r ight )  i s  a  wetlands 
interpret ive center  in  Evans, 
Georgia,  that  has  a  s imi lar  concept 
to  the proposed center  on Broad 
Street.  



47

G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  B r o a d  S t r e e t  t o  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e

From Broad Street  the greenway continues into an area recently  developed by the c i ty.   This  publ ic  space has 
great  potentia l  for  being a  main attract ion to the greenway.   A  ser ies  of  br idges,  boardwalks  and paths  have 
been constructed around a  canal  and pond at  this  point .   However,  the entrance (above left )  could benef it 
f rom attract ive landscaping and relocat ion of  the bi l lboard to make i t  more invit ing.

A few issues  st i l l  need to be addressed in  this  area.   P ipes  leading into the creek lend a  negat ive perception 
to the s i te  (above left ) .   Redirect ing stormwater  into a  properly  constructed bioswale is  recommended.  
(Center )  The exist ing canal  has  very  steep banks that  present  a  safety  issue as  wel l  as  greater  erosion 
potentia l .   These woods (r ight )  could provide a  connect ion to nearby neighborhoods.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  B r o a d  S t r e e t  t o  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e

The greenway continues across  Mil ler  Street  towards the YMCA,  and then veers  to  the r ight  and is  n icely 
developed along the canal ,  up to where i t  reaches Guignard Drive (r ight ) .   Current ly  the greenway ends at  this 
point .   There is  a  marked crosswalk  at  Mi l ler  Street ,  which is  helpful  in  providing safe  access  to  pedestr ians.  
However,  a  refuge and addit ional  landscaping would further  improve this  cross ing.

A streetview of  Guignard Drive,  fac ing north.   Visual  c lutter,  a  wide expanse of  street ,  f looding issues  and 
large commercial  f ront  setbacks  have over  t ime created a  space that  is  not  pedestr ian fr iendly.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   T h e  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  N o d e

(Left )  The f loodplain  impact ing the 
proposed Guignard Drive Node.  
Orange indicates  the actual  f loodway, 
where development is  not  permitted.   
The photo (below )  indicates  the 
presence of  stormwater  and poor 
drainage issues  at  this  t ime.   This 
photo was taken several  days  after  a 
heavy rain.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   T h e  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  N o d e

(Left )  This  area would serve 
as  a  smal ler  vers ion of  what  is 
proposed for  Broad Street  -  more 
of  a  “neighborhood node”.   Retai l , 
d ining and other  pedestr ian fr iendly 
uses  would be located around the 
intersect ion of  Burns  Dr ive and 
Guignard Drive.   Burns  Dr ive and 
Community  Dr ive are opposing 
streets  that  current ly  do not 
meet  squarely  at  the intersect ion.  
Straightening and narrowing this 
intersect ion wi l l  make i t  safer  and 
more pedestr ian fr iendly.   Center l ine 
refuges and crosswalks  make 
cross ing the streets  much safer.  
The structures  are a l l  bui l t  near 
the street  and out  of  the f loodway.  
Over  t ime,  exist ing businesses 
in  the area could be relocated in 
the new development,  thereby 
increasing their  foot  traff ic  whi le 
removing them from the f loodway, 
where further  development is  not 
permitted.  

BURNS  DR

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y 

G
U

IG
N

A
R

D
 D

R



51

G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  N o d e

The redevelopment of  this 
node could address  the 
environmental  concerns  posed 
by the f loodplain  and f loodway.  
Structures  that  were once in 
the f loodway ( in  orange )  have 
been moved to f loodplain  areas 
( l ight  b lue ) ,  where they can 
be redeveloped with careful 
architectural  design.   Paths 
and parking are constructed 
of  pervious mater ia ls  such 
as  pervious pavement and 
wooden decking.   The greenway 
intersect ion might  provide 
a  pocket  park for  nearby 
res idents,  with a  walking loop 
and beauti ful  wetland v iews.  
The s i te  offers  opportunit ies 
for  nature based art 
instal lat ions.   This  would make 
the s i te  a  further  dest inat ion 
point  and amenity.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  T h e  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  N o d e

An exist ing v iew of  Guignard Drive ( left )  has 
been modif ied (below) to show how the addit ion 
of  landscaping ,  a  crosswalk  and street- level 
bui ld ings  act ivates  the ent ire  space.   So many 
opportunit ies  for  shopping ,  d ining and recreat ion 
are now possible  within this  scenario.   An open 
space on the r ight  becomes a  pocket  park for 
surrounding res idences.   A  transit  stop would a lso 
be located near  the intersect ion.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  C o n n e c t i o n  t o  E d u c a t i o n

Alice Dr ive E lementary and Middle 
Schools ,  Central  Carol ina Technical 
Col lege,  and USC Sumter,  not  to 
mention Palmetto Park and the 
cemetery at  Wise Dr ive,  are  a l l 
located together  in  the block 
between Al ice  Dr ive,  Guignard 
Drive,  Mi l ler  Street  and Wise 
Drive.   A  lateral  connect ion to 
this  educat ional  complex from the 
proposed Shotpouch Greenway is 
very  feasible.   Al l  that  is  required 
is  a  path fol lowing the creek that 
enters  Shotpouch across  from 
the YMCA,  and a  safe  pedestr ian 
cross ing for  Guignard Drive.  
L inking to the greenway would be 
of  tremendous benef it  to  students 
and faculty  of  a l l  four  schools ,  and 
would a lso g ive Sumter  res idents 
easier  access  to  Palmetto Tennis 
Center.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  t o  S w a n  L a ke

The proposed path leaves  Guignard Drive and continues south through an area that  is  not  developed at  this 
t ime.   The next  path intersect ion is  at  Haynsworth Street ,  where a  pedestr ian br idge has  a lready been bui l t 
(above r ight ) .   The path from here leads into Swan Lake,  and becomes very  wet  and swampy.   A  barr icade has 
been placed there (below left )  to  discourage four-wheelers  from access ing this  area.  

This  photo ( lef t )  has 
been manipulated to 
show how landscaping , 
bol lards  and a  wooden 
walkway would improve 
the appearance of  this 
area and make i t  more 
access ible.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  G u i g n a r d  D r i v e  t o  S w a n  L a ke

The area between Haynsworth Street  and Swan Lake is  exceptional ly  beauti ful  and natural .   I t  i s  a lso very 
wet  and,  at  a  certain  point ,  impassable.   Construct ion of  a  boardwalk  wi l l  be necessary  for  providing access 
through to Swan Lake from here.   This  p icture (below r ight )  portrays  what  that  boardwalk  might  look l ike.
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   S w a n  L a ke

Swan Lake is  a  beauti ful  o ld  park that  surrounds the natural  wetlands on this  area of  L iberty  Street.   The 
northern sect ion of  the park has  boardwalks  that  weave through the swamp and give spectacular  v iews of 
the trees  and water  (above ) .  The proposed path would cross  L iberty  Street  to  continue through the southern 
port ion of  Swan Lake.   A  crosswalk  (below r ight )  would make this  cross ing much safer.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   S w a n  L a ke

Providing connect iv ity  for  Swan Lake is  more than just  a  matter  of  a  safe  cross ing between one s ide of  the 
park and the other.   The two nearest  major  streets  that  connect  to  L iberty  Street  on either  s ide of  Swan Lake 
are Al ice  Dr ive (below left )  and Guignard Drive (below r ight ) .  At  this  t ime,  neither  have intersect ions that 
provide a  safe,  easy cross ing for  pedestr ians.   In  order  to  connect  Swan Lake to the many res identia l  areas  on 
either  s ide,  these connect ions must  a lso be made safer  and more pedestr ian fr iendly.   There are many other 
streets  in  the c i ty  that  would a lso benef it  great ly  from having pedestr ian fr iendly  cross ings,  not  just  because 
of  access  to  parks  and greenspaces  but  a lso for  employment and many other  opportunit ies.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  S w a n  L a ke

Swan Lake’s  main entrance and parking area are located on the south s ide of  L iberty  Street  (above left ) .   At 
this  t ime,  bicycles  are not  permitted within the gated area at  Swan lake.   There is  another  path,  however, 
(center )  which leads to  the back area and could be designated for  bicycles.  

Leaving Swan Lake,  the path continues a long Garden Street  ( lef t  center )  and is  current ly  gated where i t 
reaches Oakland Avenue (above r ight ) .
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d

Second Mil l  Pond is  located on L iberty  Street  between the Bi -Lo shopping center  and Al ice  Dr ive.   The north 
s ide of  the pond is  gorgeous,  with graceful  cypresses  and spanish moss.   The southern port ion of  the pond, 
however,  has  a  very  industr ia l  character  to  i t  at  present.   This  is  unfortunate because the port ion of  the 
creek that  continues after  the dam is  pretty  as  wel l ,  and is  a lso a  very  popular  f ishing area.   This  area could 
easi ly  be t ied in  to  the larger  greenway system, whereby i t  would provide access  to  the greenway for  many 
res identia l  areas,  and would a lso l ink the larger  greenway system to a  popular  f ishing hole.   This  l ink  is 
therefore important  to  the overal l  success  of  the greenway system, because every amenity  that  is  added to 
the total  equation wi l l  increase the use of  the greenway.   S l ight  modif icat ions  to  the entrance area would 
make this  a  much more attract ive space,  which would a lso increase i ts  v is ib i l i ty  and use.   
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d

(Above )  C loseup of  Master  Plan showing the Proposed 
l inkage between Second Mil l  Pond and Swan Lake.  
There is  a  dirt  tra i l  that  goes into the woods behind 
the dam at  Second Mil l .   This  path could continue 
along the edge of  the creek unt i l  i t  intersects  with 
Swan Lake.   There is  a lso a  potentia l  connect ion 
between the greenway and the Harrel l  Street 
neighborhood (marked by the red dot ,  above )  The 
photos to  the r ight  portray how removing underbrush 
and c lear ing underneath the trees  would provide 
good vis ibi l i ty  of  the connect ion path and greenway.  

L I B E RT Y  ST
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  S e c o n d  M i l l  P o n d

Before and after  v iews of  the br idge at  Second Mil l  Pond  (Old West  L iberty  Street)  i l lustrat ing how a few 
aesthet ic  improvements  can create an attract ive “f ishing hole”  dest inat ion for  this  area.   The path would 
connect  to  the larger  greenway network near  Swan Lake.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :  S w a n  L a ke  t o  G r e e n s w a m p  Ro a d

The southern sect ion of  the proposed greenway is  between Swan Lake and Greenswamp Road.   The path 
passes  by the histor ic  cemetery on Oakland Street  (center  left ,  above )  and then past  the F ire  Training Faci l i ty 
before arr iv ing at  this  underut i l i zed natural  area (below ) .   An amenity  such as  a  kayaking and canoe center 
is  suggested as  a  recreat ional  attract ion at  this  end of  the greenway.   This  would complete the “bookend” 

approach of  having 
amenit ies  located 
at  e ither  end of 
the greenway,  as 
wel l  as  creat ing 
several  nodes 
in  between.   A 
transit  stop on 
nearby McCray ’s 
Mi l l  Road is 
recommended as 
wel l . 



63

 

G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   G r e e n s w a m p  Ro a d

As with the rest  of  the proposed 
greenway system, the area 
around Greenswamp Road is  a 
combinat ion of  f loodplain  (blue ) , 
f loodway (orange )  and wetlands 
(green ) .   This  f ragi le  ecosystem 
is  not  suitable  for  tradit ional 
development,  but  is  perfect  for 
providing access  to greenspace 
for  Sumter ’s  res idents.   The red 
area has  potentia l  for  being 
developed into a  kayaking and 
canoeing center,  providing 
an amenity  at  this  end of  the 
greenway and a  smal l  source of 
revenue for  the c i ty.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   K ay a k i n g  &  C a n o e i n g  C e n t e r

(Right )  A  diagram of  the 
proposed canoeing and kayaking 
center  at  the Greenswamp 
Road landing.   The exist ing 
road would be replaced with a 
greenspace that  would l ink to 
McCray ’s  Mi l l  Road.   A  fence 
would be constructed around 
the per imeter  of  the boat ing 
area,  and a  smal l  off ice  and 
parking area located just  past 
the F ire  Training Faci l i ty.  M c C R AY ’ S  M I L L  R O A D

G R E E N S WA M P  R OA D

(Left )  Greenswamp Road  current ly  ends abruptly  after  the br idge and 
before meeting McCray ’s  Mi l l  Road.   This  area is  in  the f loodway (orange ) 
so  removing some of  the exist ing road to create added greenspace would 
be benef ic ia l  for  environmental  reasons.   I t  would a lso create a  smal l 
f ishing spot  and park at  this  locat ion,  which is  near  many res identia l 
neighborhoods.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   K ay a k i n g  &  C a n o e i n g  C e n t e r

(Below) A v iew of  Greenswamp Road looking towards the br idge from the east ;   McCray ’s  Mil l  Road is  in  the 
distance.   The picture below r ight  shows how removing the asphalt ,  restor ing a  green area and adding trees 
and a  kayaking and canoeing center  might  look.   The br idge is  covered with a  latt ice  to provide shade,  and 
would become a f ishing area for  surrounding res idents.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s

The fol lowing guidel ines  are based on accepted nat ional 
standards for  greenways.   Indiv idual  s i tuat ions a long the 
proposed greenway wi l l  present  unique obstacles  that 
may require  a lter ing these guidel ines  to  address  speci f ic 
needs.   The core pr inciples  of  access ibi l i ty,  safety  and 
environmental  sensit iv i ty  should be upheld despite  any 
modif icat ions  that  may be required.   Recycled mater ia ls 
should be used whenever  poss ible  in  the mater ia ls  for 
this  project . 

S ignage
Wayfinding strategies  for  the greenway inc lude a  unif ied 
logo and branding strategy,  mi lemarkers  and maps 
wherever  poss ible,  and protocol  s igns  to  instruct  users 
about  safety  and path-shar ing rules  ( i .e .   “Bicycl ists 
p lease pass  to the left ”) .   Histor ic  or  environmental 
interpret ive s ignage is  a lso a  great  way to provide users 
with interest ing stopping points  a long the greenway.  
Sponsors  of  the greenway can “adopt ”  certain  sect ions 
and post  advert isements  within these areas.   Sett ing 
parameters  for  the s ize  and type of  advert is ing is  a lso 
important  to  consider.  
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s

Paths
Three types of  paths  wi l l  be required to complete the connect iv ity 
system proposed for  this  greenway.  

Path Type I :   Permeable Asphalt  Surface
This  surface wi l l  a l low water  to  penetrate,  thereby reducing the 
environmental  impact  that  tradit ional  impervious surfaces  can 
have.   This  surface is  best  for  areas  that  are in  f loodplain  or  wetland 
condit ions,  but  are not  wet  most  of  the t ime.   The width of  these 
paths  is  8  feet ,  for  mult imodal  use.    The Greenvi l le  greenway (r ight ) 
a lso uses  a  soft  surface running path to the r ight  of  the asphalt .  

Path Type I I :   Wooden Boardwalk
This  surface wi l l  a l low water  to  penetrate as  wel l ,  but  is  best  for 
areas  that  are wet  much of  the t ime,  or  f loodway areas.  Wooden 
boardwalks  can be constructed either  at  grade or  on pi l ings.   An 
advantage is  that  they can be constructed off-s i te  and carr ied in 
by sect ions,  to  minimize the impact  of  construct ion in  wetland 
environments.   The width of  the boardwalks  should be at  least  8  feet , 
to  accommodate both a  cyc l ist  and a  pedestr ian.  

Path Type I I I :   S idewalk
Asphalt  or  concrete s idewalks  are constructed along streets  to  t ie  into 
exist ing pedestr ian networks.   The recommended s idewalk  width is  6 
feet ,  with a  minimum of  4.5  feet. 
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s

Intersect ions

A sect ion (below left )  shows the dimensions of  lanes,  refuges and s idewalks  at  a  cross ing area.   The diagram 
to the r ight  portrays  how an intersect ion can safely  address  pedestr ian cross ings:   the turning radius  at  the 
corners  has  been s ignif icant ly  reduced,  the cross ing areas  are br ight  and very v is ib le,  and where the road is 
four  lanes wide,  there is  a  refuge.   Trees  are planted in  the center  and along the edges,  both to calm traff ic 
and to help protect  pedestr ians  on s idewalks  and at  the refuges.  

 

		  6 ’  4 ’ 	    2 4 ’ 		  4 ’ 		  2 4 ’ 	      4 ’   6 ’



69

G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   M a r ke t i n g  &  B ra n d i n g

			    
	

Marketing is  an extremely  important  component  of  a 
greenway system.  Branding the system with an easi ly 
identi f iable  logo wi l l  help with navigabi l i ty,  as  wel l  as  
recognit ion of  d i f ferent  areas  being part  of  the larger 
system.  S igns  displaying the logo should be c lear ly  v is ib le 
from roads,  transit  stops and any areas  where people gather, 
such as  shopping centers  and parks.   Sumter  can promote and 
market  the greenway through t-shirts  and other  advert is ing 
means,  as  wel l .  

Having a  greenway system with a  recognizable  logo wi l l 
a id  in  the larger  market ing of  Sumter  as  a  progress ive c i ty.  
This  wi l l  in  turn attract  young profess ionals  and businesses 
that  desire  to offer  qual i ty  of  l i fe  for  their  employees.   A 
wel l -designed,  wel l -connected greenway system can have a 
posit ive effect  on the ent ire  community,  as  is  evidenced by 
the beauti ful  and wel l -connected green spaces  in  Greenvi l le , 
SC. 
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G R E E N WAY  M A S T E R  P L A N :   M a t e r i a l s ,  F u r n i s h i n g s  &  P l a n t s

Materia ls  and furnishings  for  this  project  should be unif ied in  concept  and appearance in  order  to  provide 
continuity  across  the ent ire  greenway.   A  few examples  of  s i te  furnishings  and l ight ing are shown above.  
Because the greenway is  pr imari ly  located in  r ipar ian f loodplain  areas,  i t  i s  very  important  that  the plant 
mater ia l  se lected for  this  project  be only  nat ive plants.   Stream corr idors  wi l l  d isperse seeds downstream, so 
the use of  any potentia l ly  invasive species  is  def initely  inappropriate.   Trees  such as  River  Birch,  L ive Oak,  Red 
Maple and other  nat ives  are the best  choice for  these environments.   Smal ler  shrubs and ornamental  p lants 
such as  Virg inia  Sweetspire,  ferns  and nat ive grasses  wi l l  a lso be suitable  landscaping plants  for  the greenway.
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F U T U R E  L I N K A G E S :   D o w n t o w n  M a s t e r  P l a n

Sumter ’s  downtown current ly 
suffers  from a lack of 
connect iv ity  to  surrounding 
neighborhoods,  greenspaces 
and other  amenit ies.   Large 
vacant  or  underut i l i zed 
parcels ,  numerous curb 
cuts  and a  lack of  both 
landscaping and safe  street 
cross ings  are the pr imary 
causes  of  the disconnect ion.  
A  downtown master  plan 
would address  these issues, 
as  wel l  as  provide opt ions 
and ideas  for  f i l l ing  these 
“dead spaces”  that  k i l l 
pedestr ian connect iv ity  in 
the downtown.  
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F U T U R E  L I N K A G E S :   N e i g h b o r h o o d  P l a n s

Sumter  is  b lessed with a  wide 
var iety  of  neighborhoods and 
communit ies ,  each with their  own 
unique character ist ics .   However, 
many of  these neighborhoods lack 
def init ion and a  sense of  identity 
at  this  t ime.   A  neighborhood 
plan would str ive to  identi fy  the 
boundaries  of  each neighborhood 
in  the eyes  of  those who l ive 
there,  and f ind common vis ions 
for  their  res idents.   Having an 
identity  g ives  a  neighborhood 
power,  and control  over 
address ing the needs and 
chal lenges unique to that  area.   I t 
g ives  res idents  a  sense of  p lace 
and belonging.   A  neighborhood 
plan is  a  great  way to empower 
the c i t izens  of  Sumter  and help 
them take control  of  their  own 
community.   An urban gardening 
program would be an important 
component  of  neighborhood 
planning that  t ies  in  with the 
greenway concept  nicely.  
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F U T U R E  L I N K A G E S :   Tu r ke y  C r e e k  G r e e n w ay

Turkey Creek is  a  channel ized creek that  runs through both 
neighborhoods and industr ia l  areas  on the east  s ide of  downtown 
Sumter,  before meeting up with the Pocatal igo River  on the south 
s ide of  town.   This  creek presents  many chal lenges in  terms of 
engineering and design,  because of  the fact  that  many homes and 
businesses  are impacted by i ts  proximity.   There are a lso brownfield 
industr ia l  s i tes  to  consider  in  any redesign of  this  area.   However, 
there is  a lso great  potentia l  for  connect ing the people in  these 
neighborhoods to each other,  to  green spaces  and to commercial 
areas  v ia  a  greenway.   As  with the Shotpouch area,  Turkey Creek 
is  environmental ly  in  need of  restorat ion.   I f  th is  restorat ion is 
accompanied by better  connect iv ity  and access  to  nature and 
recreat ion for  res idents  in  that  area,  i t  would be a  great  bonus.  
Changing the dimensions of  the channel ,  p lant ing nat ive plants  a long 
the banks for  stabi l izat ion,  and providing a  path network are the f i rst 
steps  towards improving the ent ire  Turkey Creek area.
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F U T U R E  L I N K A G E S :   S h a w  A F B  /  B r o a d  S t r e e t  C o n n e c t i o n

Shaw Air  Force Base is  a  mi l i tary 
instal lat ion to the west  of  Sumter.  
At  this  t ime,  the only  connect ions 
to  the base are v ia  major  road 
networks.   However,  base 
representat ives  have shown an 
interest  in  providing a  greenway 
extension that  would l ink the City 
of  Sumter  to  the base for  cyc l ists 
and runners.   This  connect ion 
would a lso cross  Broad Street ,  an 
important  commercial  corr idor.  
The connect ion point  could be 
made into a  commercial  node 
much l ike the proposed nodes at 
Guignard Drive and Broad Street 
in  the c i ty.   This  would benef it  the 
ent ire  Sumter  community  great ly 
and make the area very  attract ive 
to  prospect ive mi l i tary  famil ies 
looking at  Sumter  to  relocate.  
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R E G I O N A L  C O N N E C T I O N S

Regional  connect ions to  be 
examined for  cyc l ing routes 
inc lude the Wateree River, 
Woods Bay State Park,  F lorence, 
Camden,  Columbia,  and Santee / 
Lake Marion.   The Palmetto Trai l 
passes  through the Lake Marion 
area,  where i t  could connect  to 
a  Sumter  route.   Providing good 
fac i l i t ies  and attract ions  for  long-
distance cycl ists  would help in 
establ ishing Sumter  as  a  regional 
dest inat ion.   This  idea could t ie 
into a  larger  market ing scheme 
for  the c i ty  and county.   The 
more types of  recreat ional  uses 
Sumter  encourages,  the more 
layers  of  use wi l l  be gained.   This 
wi l l  have many posit ive impacts 
on the community  and on others’ 
perceptions of  what  Sumter  has  to 
offer.  

(Right )  A  map of  the Palmetto 
Trai l .
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B U D G E T  &  F U N D I N G

Estimates  for  the cost  of  implementing a  greenway vary  great ly.  
Many sources  of  funding are avai lable  for  this  type of  project ,  such 
as  Transportat ion Enhancement Grants,  Hospital i ty  Taxes,  Bonds, 
Market ing through major  corporat ions with advert is ing r ights ,  and so 
on.   A  phasing plan is  recommended,  to  pr ior i t ize  implementat ion of 
the design components.    

A  prel iminary project  budget  est imates  the total  cost  of  this  project 
between $1.5  mi l l ion and $2 mi l l ion.  

A  cr i t ical  component  of  budgetary  considerat ions is  that  of 
maintenance.   Good maintenance of  the greenway after  instal lat ion 
wi l l  guarantee i ts  success  and enjoyment by everyone.   L ikewise, 
a  lack of  maintenance wi l l  d iscourage use and make the project  a 
wasteful  venture.  
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C O N C LU S I O N

Sumter  is  b lessed with some truly  beauti ful  natural  environments, 
r ight  in  the middle  of  the c i ty.   Providing access  to  these areas,  and 
s imultaneously  providing a  connected network of  paths  for  people to 
use for  both their  recreat ion and employment needs,  wi l l  benef it  the 
community  in  countless  and unforeseeable ways.   Many c i t ies  are now 
offer ing such amenit ies  as  a  way of  attract ing new businesses  and 
technology to their  area.   Sumter  has  the potentia l  to  provide such an 
amenity.   In  fact ,  many components  of  this  a lready exist  and s imply 
need to be connected to each other.   This  project  str ives  to  do just 
that.   I f  you bui ld  i t ,  they wi l l  come.
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

Sumter  2030 Comprehensive Plan

Sumter  County Watershed Report  2010

Page 19 -  Photo depict ing homelessness
www.mma1.org /Homeless%20Program.htm

Page 20 -  Photo of  mi lemarker
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_-PRXBiLpy8o/S3XOikf8-EI/AAAAAAAACeU/hg_cjFH-_x0/s320/IMG_3643. JPG

Page 26 -  Histor ic  Map of  Sumter
Source:  Robert  Mi l ls ,  At las  of  South Carol ina,  Hurlburt  and L loyd,  Char leston,  1825

Page 27 -  Map of  At lant ic  F lyway
tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwi ld/wi ld/birding /migrat ion/f lyways/at lant ic/

Page28 -  Information taken from 2000 US Census 

Page36 -  Photo of  bus  with bicycle 
http://bicyclemechanic.blogspot.com

All  other  photos taken by Claudia  Rainey,  Sumter  City-County Planning Dept.

Maps on pages 29 through 33 created by Michael  Herr,  Sumter  City-County Planning Dept.  us ing ArcGIS 
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A P P E N D I X  A :   P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p
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A P P E N D I X  A :   P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p
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A P P E N D I X  A :   P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s h i p


