
 
 

 

Sumter City-County Planning Commission 
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OA-14-12/OA-14-13, Ice Vending Machines (City/County) 
 
I.  THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: Darrell L. Allen 

 
Request: City: Request to amend Article 3, Sections 3.g.2, 3.h.2, and 3.i.2 as 

well as Exhibit 3-5 to make Automatic Merchandising Machine 
Operators, with SIC Code 5962 a permitted use in the NC, LC and 
GC zoning districts; and amend Article 8, Exhibit 8-9 to add parking 
requirements for Automatic Merchandising Machine Operators in 
order to allow freestanding ice vending machines as a principal use 
on any NC, LC, or GC zoned commercial parcel. 
 
County: Request to amend Article 3, Sections 3.g.2, 3.h.2, and 3.i.2 
as well as Exhibit 5 to make Automatic Merchandising Machine 
Operators, with SIC Code 5962 a permitted use in the NC, LC, and 
GC zoning districts; and amend Article 8, Exhibit 23 to add parking 
requirements for Automatic Merchandising Machine Operators in 
order to allow freestanding ice vending machines as a principal use 
on any NC, LC, or GC zoned commercial parcel. 
 

 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
This Ordinance amendment has been initiated by the owner of three Ice House vending units 
currently set up on leased property. Each of the three sites is part of General Commercial (GC) 
zoned shopping plaza/strip center parcels within the City. The applicant is requesting this 
amendment so that they may purchase land to place an ice vending unit as a principal use and hold 
title to the land. As per the Zoning Administrator’s determination, ice vending units are only 
permitted to be placed on established developed lots as accessory uses because Automatic 
Merchandising Machine Operators, with SIC Code 5962 are not permitted within any zoning 
district under the current regulations.  
 
As per the Standard Industrial Classification Code Manual, SIC Code 5962 Automatic 
Merchandising Machine Operators are, “Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of 
products by means of automatic merchandising units, also referred to as vending machines. This 
industry does not include the operation of coin-operated service machines, such as music machines, 
amusement and game machines, and lockers and scales…” This SIC Code includes: 
 

• Coin-operated machines selling merchandise 
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• Dispensing machine sale of products – retail 
• Merchandising, automatic (sale of products through vending) 
• Vending machine sale of products 

 
In 2008 when the first request to place an ice vending unit in Sumter was presented to the Planning 
Staff, the Zoning Administrator determined that it should be treated as an accessory use on 
established commercial parcels that had at least one active principal business; this is the same way 
all other vending machine units are treated. 
 
Ice vending machine units are large manufactured vending units designed to withstand the elements 
and are fully self contained. There are a variety of types of units available for purchase on the 
market today. The following photographs show the variety in type of units available. 
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A vast majority of outdoor vending units, such as the ice vending units depicted above, are not 
designed to be permanent structures. They are transportable and can be moved from site to site as 
needed. 
 
Many of the commercial properties in the community, as shown in the attached City and County 
maps, impacted by this request are located within our primary transportation corridors. These same 
corridors are impacted by the Highway Corridor Protection District as well as Priority Investment 
Areas in the 2030 Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  
 
The purpose of the Highway Corridor Protection District is to promote development that is 
compatible with the function, capacity, and design of major arterial roadways, while remaining 
sensitive to the relationship of the roads to abutting residential, commercial, and industrial 
development. While Priority Investment Areas are identified in the Suburban Development Area in 
an effort to more acutely identify, direct, and concentrate new development opportunities. These are 
areas where the City and County want to direct new development beyond existing, established 
corridors or areas (LU 15). These locations encourage both destination retail commercial uses and 
neighborhood commercial uses as appropriate. Design, layout, impact on adjacent properties, 
landscaping, and architecture all play a vital role in determining context viability. 
 
When looking at permitting freestanding vending units on parcels with no established primary use, 
all development standards for new construction should apply, this includes formal site plan review 
with document submission that addresses site access, buffering, landscaping, parking, paving, and 
where applicable, Highway Corridor Protection District design review standards for exterior 
materials. Any new proposed site for a freestanding vending unit would be expected to meet the 
same standards as any other new commercial development. 
 
III. DRAFT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
            
See Attachment 1- City and Attachment 2 - County 
 
IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Guidance from the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and established development criteria does not appear 
to support the proposed use amendment. The primary question at hand is whether the community 
desires Automatic Merchandising Machines, also known as vending machines, to be permitted in all 
of the commercial zoning districts as primary uses on individual parcels where no other use is 
established.   
 
V. PLANNING COMMISSION – DECEMBER 17, 2014 

 
The Sumter City-County Planning Commission at its meeting on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, 
deferred this request until the January 28, 2015 meeting. In the interim, Planning staff has been 
directed to draft Ordinance language that establishes clear development standards for stand-alone 
vending units. You will be notified when an Ordinance Subcommittee Meeting is scheduled to 
discuss this request. 
 

VI. PLANNING COMMISSION – JANUARY 28, 2015 
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