
Sumter City-County Planning 
Commission 

October 22, 2014 
 
 

OA-14-09, Real Estate Signs (Temporary Subdivision Signs) (City) 
 
I.  THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: 
 

 Tyler “Doc” Dunlap 
 

Request: Amend Article 8, Section 8.h.6. Temporary Signs to better define real 
estate signs, contractor signs, subdivision project signs, and commercial 
project signs in the City of Sumter Zoning and Development Standards 
Ordinance. 
 

 
II.    BACKGROUND  
 
Developer Doc Dunlap and Real Estate Agent Talmadge Tobias submitted a letter to City 
Council dated August 7, 2014 primarily focused on a sign type most closely identified as 
temporary subdivision project signs.  This category can also refer to contractor signs or builder 
signs.  The signs are intended to advertise lots or houses for sale in an active subdivision. They 
look like this: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Specifically, the applicant appears interested in allowing one sign as shown above for every 
builder in a subdivision and allowing its placement at the entrance or entrances or along the 
frontage or frontages of the development. 
 
The City Zoning Ordinance permits this type of sign under the Temporary sign section 
8.h.6.a&b.  Thus, one temporary sign for subdivisions is permitted per street frontage at 32 sq. ft. 
in size.   
 
In 2009, the Planning Commission managed a lengthy, participatory process to comprehensively 
amend the Sumter County Sign Ordinance.  City Council chose not to adopt this revised 
document which included some clarification of these types of temporary signs (albeit, more 
restrictive than current City rules for this type). 
 
A quick check of similar South Carolina cities shows the following: 
 
Temporary Subdivision/Builder Real Estate Sign by City 
 

City 
Number of 
Signs Size (Sq. Ft.) 

Aiken 1 per 300 ft.  16 
Anderson# 1 40 
Columbia 1 per 500 ft. 50 
Conway 1 12 
Florence 1 200 
Greenville 1 60 
Greenwood 1 64 
Rock Hill 1 32 
Spartanburg* 1 32 
Sumter (City)# 1 32 
Sumter (County) 1 6 

   *Allowed per entrance 
 

#Allowed per street frontage 
Research 
Window 8/12/14 

 
 
None of the above jurisdictions allow each builder to erect his own temporary subdivision 
signs. 
 
At many of our City active subdivisions that could mean 3, 4, or even 5 builders or more.  This 
could add 5 to 10 additional signs along our streets at each subdivision. 
 
It is appropriate to discuss allowing more square footage for these types of signs?  Perhaps.  Is 
the current square footage allotment reasonable?  Sure. A 32 sq. ft. sign is a standard 8x4 sign, 
used by many developers and contractors nationwide.  It can accommodate shared usage, which 



is among the developer’s responsibilities when managing the master development plan for the 
property.  
 
With regards to directional signs, the City Zoning Ordinance does not permit them in residential 
subdivisions.  It is not clear to Staff what the author contemplates in this category.  
 
At the PC work session, there appeared to be Board consensus on allowing more square footage 
for shared signage.   
 
 
III. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff has drafted a strike through version of the temporary real estate sign section 
recommending the following changes: (see attachment 1) 
 

• Commercial Project Signs.  One sign per project only (not one sign per contractor) at 32 
sq. ft. and 10 ft. tall.  This doubles the current allowable sq. ft. 

 
• Residential Subdivisions Under Construction.  One sign per street frontage 64 sq. ft. and 

ten feet tall. This doubles the current allowable sq. ft.  This does NOT allow one sign per 
home builder expects that the doubled sign area be used for sharing 

 
• Individual Residential Lots Under Construction.  One sign per contractor 6 sq. ft.  Here 

we find it acceptable to permit 1 sign per contractor as the signs are much more 
temporary and are generally internal to the subdivision and NOT on primary corridors. 

 
• Real Estate Signs.  No major change except by adding the specific language adopted in 

the County Ordinance which is more specific than existing City language. 
  
IV. PLANNING COMMISSION – OCTOBER 22, 2014 
 
The Sumter City-County Planning Commission at its meeting on Wednesday, October 22, 2014, 
recommended approval for this request. 
 
V. CITY COUNCIL – NOVEMBER 18, 2014 – FIRST READING/PUBLIC 
 HEARING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

          ATTACHMENT 1 
PROPOSED CHANGES 



 





 





 


	Applicant:
	Request:

