Sumter City-County Planning
Commission

March 27, 2013

0OA-12-15 /OA-12-16, Sumter Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance Update (City/County)

I. THE REQUEST

Applicant: Sumter City-County Planning Commission

Request: To update the Sumter City & County Flood Damage Prevention
Ordinance by adding elements required by FEMA and deleting Article
5, Section 5.b.7 Flood Hazard Areas of the Sumter City and County
Zoning Ordinance and incorporate into the Sumter Flood Damage
Prevention Ordinance

1. BACKGROUND

The flood hazard areas of the City of Sumter are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss of
life, property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services,
extraordinary public expenditures of flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of
which adversely affect the public health, safety, and general welfare.

It is the purpose of the Sumter City and County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance to protect human
life and health, minimize property damage, and encourage appropriate construction practices to minimize
public and private losses due to flood conditions by requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including
facilities which serve such uses, be protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction.

As part of FEMA’s mission to improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to,
recover from, and mitigate all hazards, The Code of Federal Regulation — Title 44: Emergency
Management and Assistance is continually updated to reflect best practices and clarify
ambiguous language.

In order to remain eligible for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program, we are
required to update the City and County’s Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance to reflect
FEMA’s most recent regulations.

The following changes (see attachment) to the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance do not
significantly change the way the ordinance is administered or unfairly increase the burden of
compliance. Many sections have been clarified, or added language that was either implied or
handled outside of the ordinance, such as FEMA’s ability to deny Flood Insurance to non-
complaint properties or the way in which substantial improvements are calculated, which are
now explicitly stated as part of the ordinance. The zoning ordinance portion has been added to



simplify the process and organize flood damage prevention requirements into one comprehensive
document.

Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment:

To delete the following section of the City and County Zoning Ordinances and incorporate
these requirements into the Sumter Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance







I1l.  ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING -MARCH 20, 2013

The Sumter City-County Planning Commission’s Ordinance Committee recommended approval
of this request.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the revised Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, dated February
2013.

V. PLANNING COMMISSION - MARCH 27, 2013

The Sumter City-County Planning Commission at its meeting on Wednesday, March 27, 2013,
voted to recommend approval for this request.

VI.  COUNTY COUNCIL - APRIL 9, 2013 - FIRST READING

VII. CITY COUNCIL - APRIL 16, 2013 - FIRST READING /PUBLIC HEARING
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