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Sumter City-County 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
 

June 12, 2013 

 

BOA-13-08, 2600 Broad St. (County) 
 
 

A variance from the number of freestanding signs allowed 
per zoning parcel in order to have a second freestanding 
sign along Broad Street at a business per Article Eight, 
Section 8.i.6.a. Freestanding Signs-Number of Signs.  
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Sumter City-County Board of Appeals 

 
June 12, 2013 

 
BOA-13-08, 2600 Broad St. (County) 
 
I. THE REQUEST 
 
Applicant: C. C. Goodwin, LP 

Status of the Applicants: Property Owner  

Request: Applicant is requesting a variance from Article 8, 
Section 8.i.6.a. Freestanding signs-Number of Signs. 
 

Location: 2600 Broad St.  

Present Use/Zoning: General Commercial (GC)  

Tax Map Reference: #203-08-01-002 

 
II.  BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant is 
requesting a variance to 
allow for the construction 
of an additional 
freestanding sign on the 
property located at 2600 
Broad St. If granted, the 
new sign would serve the 
used car dealership 
occupying the eastern side 
of the parcel. Under South 
Carolina Department of 
Motor Vehicle licensing 
requirements, car 
dealerships must have 
their own signage visible 
from the street. 
 
Historically, this property has been used for automotive sales. As shown in the graphic above, 
today the property is the site of a used car dealership as well as the Goodwin Collision Center.  
 
The parcel is zoned General Commercial (GC) and has 450 linear feet of street frontage. Section 
8.i.6.a.of the sign regulations specifically state, “Number of Signs. One freestanding sign is 
permitted per lot/parcel, except where the lot fronts on two(2) streets and maintains 200 linear 
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feet of frontage on each street, in which case one (1) additional freestanding sign is permitted 
with no more than one (1) such sign located along each street.” 
 
In the past, the property has had as many as four (4) freestanding signs at one time. When the 
Goodwin dealerships downsized, many of the signs were removed from the parcel as operations 
were shifted to other properties. Currently, the only freestanding sign on the property is one 
which advertises the Goodwin Collision Center as shown in the photograph below. As seen in 
the foreground of the photograph, there have been several ground mounted signs on the parcel. 
 

 
 
It should be noted that in accordance with Section 8.i.7. Miscellaneous and Temporary Signs, 
automobile dealerships are granted additional signage as follows: 
 

j. Automobile Dealer Franchise Signs. Automobile dealers shall be permitted separate free-
standing signs for each brand or franchise of new cars sold by the dealership in addition to 
all signs normally earned on the zoned lot. Separate franchise signs shall not include an 
attached reader board. 

 
III. THE REQUEST 
 
The applicant seeks a variance from Article 8, Section 8.i.6.a of the Sumter City Zoning 
Ordinance, which limits the number of freestanding signs per parcel to one (1). 

 
On occasion, local regulations must be reconciled with State Business Licensing Requirements. 
Due to State Licensing regulations with the Department of Motor Vehicles, all automotive 
dealerships must have a freestanding sign visible from the nearest major avenue of traffic. South 
Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles Policy DE-004 Licensing of Retail and Wholesale 
Dealers and Wholesale Dealers and Wholesale Motor Vehicle Auctions (p.7 of 11) states: 
 

The dealer’s place of business must display a permanent sign with letters at least six inches 
in height, clearly readable from the nearest major avenue of traffic. The sign must clearly 
identify the licensed business. 
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In order to meet the above referenced licensing requirement, the applicant is requesting a 
variance to allow for the addition of one (1) more free standing sign on the parcel. 

 
IV. FOUR-PART TEST  
 
In order to grant this variance, the request must meet all parts of a State mandated four-part test. 
When reviewing a variance request, the Board may not grant a variance that would do the 
following: 
 

• Allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted in a zoning district; 
• Extend physically a nonconforming use of land; 
• Change zoning district boundaries shown on the Sumter City-County Official Zoning 

Map. 
 
The fact that a property may be utilized more profitably should a variance be granted shall not be 
considered grounds for approving a variance request.           

 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular 

piece of property. 
 
The property contains 450 linear feet of street frontage, and previously had four (4) 
freestanding signs. There is currently one free standing sign on the property which 
serves the Goodwin Collision Center. Due to state licensing requirements, the used 
car dealership on the parcel is also required to have a sign visible from the road. Due 
to the setback of the existing structure, the wall signage does not meet this 
requirement. In addition, the existing freestanding sign which serves the collision 
center is not constructed in such a manner that additional signage may be added to 
serve both businesses.  
 

2. These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity. 
 

There are several other auto dealerships in the vicinity, all of which have multiple 
signs which are either grandfathered non-conforming, or meet the requirements of the 
ordinance for one of two reasons: (1) adjacent dealerships are within the City limits 
and are subject to different signage regulations or (2) the adjacent dealerships deal in 
new cars and are permitted a freestanding franchise sign for each brand of new car 
they sell.  
 

3. Because of these conditions, the application of the ordinance to the particular piece 
of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the 
property. 

 
There are two businesses on the property. The South Carolina Department of Motor 
Vehicles (SCDMV) requires that each automotive dealership have its own permanent 
signage visible from the road for dealer licensing purposes. Without a variance, an 
additional free standing sign that only serves the used car dealership cannot be legally 
erected. 

 
4. The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 

property or to the public good, and the granting of the variance will not harm the 
character of the district. 
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The property contains 450 linear feet of frontage, and previously had four (4) 
freestanding signs on the street front. There is now only one (1) sign—an additional 
freestanding sign would still be a net reduction of two (2) signs versus the previous 
four (4) signs present before. 
 

V. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

The requirements of the four-part test have been met. Staff recommends approval of 
BOA-13-08.   

    
VI. DRAFT MOTIONS for BOA-13-08 
 

A. I move that the Zoning Board of Appeals approve BOA-13-08, subject to the findings of 
fact and conclusions attached as Exhibit I. 

 
B. I move that the Zoning Board of Appeals deny BOA-13-08 subject to the following 

findings of fact and conclusions. 
 

      C. I move that the Zoning Board of Appeals enter an alternative motion for BOA-13-08.  
 
VII. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – JUNE 12, 2013 
 
The Sumter City-County Board of Appeals at its meeting on Wednesday, June 12, 2013, voted to 
accept staff recommendation and approve this request subject to the findings of fact and 
conclusions contained in the draft order, dated June 12, 2013, attached as Exhibit 1. 
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Exhibit 1 

Order on Variance Application 
Sumter Board of Appeals 

 
BOA-13-08, 2600 Broad St. (County) 

June 12, 2013 
 
 
Date Filed: June 12, 2013       Permit Case No. BOA-13-08 
 
The Sumter Board of Appeals held a public hearing on Wednesday, June 12, 2013   to consider 
the appeal of C. C. Goodwin, LP PO Box 758, Sumter SC 29151 for a variance from the strict 
application of the Zoning Ordinance as set forth on the Form 3 affecting the property described 
on Form 1 filed herein. After consideration of the evidence and arguments presented, the Board 
makes the following findings of fact and conclusions. 
 
1. The Board concludes that the Applicant  has -  does not have an unnecessary 

hardship because there are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the 
particular piece of property based on the following findings of fact:  

 
The property contains 450 linear feet of street frontage, and previously had four (4) 
freestanding signs. There is currently one free standing sign on the property which 
serves the Goodwin Collision Center. Due to state licensing requirements, the used 
car dealership on the parcel is also required to have a sign visible from the road. Due 
to the setback of the existing structure, the wall signage does not meet this 
requirement. In addition, the existing freestanding sign which serves the collision 
center is not constructed in such a manner that additional signage may be added to 
serve both businesses.   

 
2. The Board concludes that these conditions  do -  do not generally apply to other 

property in the vicinity based on the following findings of fact:  
 

There are several other auto dealerships in the vicinity, all of which have multiple 
signs which are either grandfathered non-conforming, or meet the requirements of the 
ordinance for one of two reasons: (1) adjacent dealerships are within the City limits 
and are subject to different signage regulations or (2) the adjacent dealerships deal in 
new cars and are permitted a freestanding franchise sign for each brand of new car 
they sell.  

 
3. The Board concludes that because of these conditions, the application of the ordinance to 

the particular piece of property  would -  would not effectively prohibit or 
unreasonable restrict the utilization of the property based on the following findings of 
fact:   

 
There are two businesses on the property. The South Carolina Department of Motor 
Vehicles (SCDMV) requires that each automotive dealership have its own permanent 
signage visible from the road for dealer licensing purposes. Without a variance, an 
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additional free standing sign that only serves the used car dealership cannot be legally 
erected. 
 

4. The Board concludes that authorization of the variance  will –  will not be of 
substantial detriment to adjacent property or to the public good, and the character of the 
district  will –  will not be harmed by the granting of the variance based on the 
following findings of fact: 

 
 The property contains 450 linear feet of frontage, and previously had four (4) 

freestanding signs on the street front. There is now only one (1) sign—an additional 
freestanding sign would still be a net reduction of two (2) signs versus the previous 
four (4) signs present before. 

 
 

THE BOARD, THEREFORE, ORDERS that the variance is  DENIED –  GRANTED, 
subject to the following conditions:  
 
 
 

Approved by the Board by majority vote. 
 
 

 
Date issued: ___________    ____________________________________ 
       Chairman 
 
 
Date mailed to parties in interest:_________  ____________________________________ 
       Secretary 
 
 
 

Notice of appeal to Circuit Court must be filed within 30 days after date this Order was 
mailed. 
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